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] anuary hath m——— | 


1 | A | Calends 
2 |b 
3 |c | Nonesgf C14 
4 | d | January Q 3 
"6 - 
6 | f | Day before N. | 
| 7 | g | N. of-January 
I8 | A | 8 
19 |b 7 
110 |C | Idus of Js 
11 | d | January 5 
I2}eC 4 
131k 3 
114 | 8g | D. before Id. 
11s | A | Id, of Jan. 17 
16|b |: "16 
17 | C | Is 
2|d 14 
19je 13 
jſ2o|f 12 
| | 2 |B | IN | 
22-1 A | Calends 4 Io 
23 | b | of Febr. | 9 
24]|c 8 
25 1 d 7 
26 | e 16 
27 | f 5 
28'8g 4 
291A © UB 
A 30 | b ; D. before the 
31|c HR Febr. 


RF: 


: Mat.3. 15. ,arned water znt9 


The 1 day of this month! 


Chrif was circumciſed, Luk. 
22. [, Toe tops bf the mo un- 
tains appeared unto Noah, 
Gen. 8. 5. The Iſraelites put 
away thiir wives, Ex.10.16, 


The 5 of this month ward 
was brought unto Ezechicl 
the Prophet , that the City 
Jerufalem, was ſmitten, Eze. 
38. 27-756; 

The 6 of this month Chraft 
was Worihipped of the wiſe 


| 


men, Mat 2.1. &Cc. Baptized, 


wine, Joh.2 1: &c. as ttfifi- 
eth Epiphan vs. | | 


The to of this month Ne- 
buchadnezzar,iKing of Ba- 
bel, moved therenuta by the 
rebellion of Ledekiah, beſieg- 


ed Jeruſalem mot fiercely, Þ 


as may appear, 2 Kings 25. 


&c, Jer. 5. 2,4-Alſo Ezechiel | 


was wild to utter this pe « 
rable, EZec, 2: KC & 


Paul called and converted 
the 25 of this month. Alt.9.3 
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phany the £5. day. 
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Feſtival dayes is, | Circumciſion the x, day, Ept., 
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ebruary hach xxvili- dayes. | a 
d | Calends ' © | The firit of this. Month | 
e | Nones of T 4 | Moles repeated the Law unto| fl ' 
f | February 1.3 | the children of Tſracl, Dan. ; 
pg | Day before N. | 1. 3. q 
A | N. of Febru. | The ſecond of this month, | : 
h (8 | our Saviow was preſented to, 
7:1C 7 | the Lord, and Mary purified, | | / 
8 | d | Idus of 6 | Luk. 2. 22. 8 
'9 e | Febru. s The ninth of this month, | 5 
40|f 4 -| Noah 45 dayts aſter he bad : 
11]g 3 | feen the tops of the mountains | {| * 
12 | A | D.' before fd. | ſent out of the Ark a Raven, : 
12 | b | Id. of Feb. and afterward a Dave, which 
14|c [17 returned, Gen. 8. 6. &*. | , 
is|d. 16 Toe 15th. of this monthgbe |} : 
46 |e 1s | Jews ſend merrily together, « 
19] f 1 14 | for that the Spring of the 4 
8 |g 13 | Tear doth enter then, as they : 
19] A| 12 | think, BY 4 
20] b Calends 2 The 16th of this ;nonth, No- 2 
21 |C of March } 9 | ah the ſecond time ſ-nt out a P 
22 | d 8 | Dove, which riturned with 
23\e 9 | an Olive Branch 3n ber Bull, fi = 
24 | f | 6. ) Gen. 8. ] Os : ; | - 
2s|8 | 5 - The 24th of this wonth,Ta rf 
26 | & 4: chariah was c,mmandea to w 
27|b x '\_ 3 | propbeſie,Tach.1.7, Matthias' 
28|c D., before the:j' Was tlefied into tre number | 24 
29 | d | Cal. of March, | of the Apoſiles, Atis I. 16, s 
8 
Feſtival dayes, the 2d: gatled the purification of | 
Sr, Marj. The 24th is St. Matthoas, 
cet 
d FT of A - 


"> 


ildibadoags eo Shaft hl 7»: PE es - 4 "0 


March hath xxxi. dayes. | 


TIP 11 | for: their joyful delivgrance, 
Calends oo | 


1 | d | Calends The Temple of Jeruſalem 
2 6 | was finiibed the third day of 
3 | f | Nones of Js | this month, Eſd. 6.15, Is the 
4 |8 March 4 | 1: of Eſd.7. 5. is ſard to be- 
s.A 3 | the 23 of this month. | 
6 | b | Day before N. | The tenth of this month -- 
7 | c | N. of March. | Chrift was advertiſed that: 
8 |d " 8 | Lazarus was ſich, Joh. 11.3. | 
o left 7 | A Feaſt was celebrated a-- 
io | f | Idus of 6 | mong the Jews, for the over- |. 
11 | g | March s | throw Y Nicanor, the 13 of 
12]A 4 | this motth, 2 Mac. 13.3. | 
13] b 3 | Alſo upon the ſame day all 
14 c | D. before Id. | the Jews under Abaſhvervs, þ 
1s | d | Id. of Mar. 17 | were commanded te be put to- 
16]e 16 | death, Eſth. 3. 13; »pox the | 
17 |f 15 | ſame day the Jews had a pri- |: 
8{g | 14 | wz!edg given them to flay ell. - 
19] A 13 | their enemies, Efth. 6.2. This | « 
20 | b | 12.| day alſo the Jews ſolemnined' 
Cc 
22 d $ Io FOR, Þ. wy FI, , WE 
23 |2 | of April | 9 e14th day of thu month: | + 
| 44 f | l 8 | was called of the Tal Mor-'} 
28 [gp 7 | docheus day, 2 Mac. 15.37. | 
26 | A 6 | alſo Purim, as May appear, 
25 |b $ | Efth. 9:21, 25. J 
238 | c 4 | | The1gth alſo another day 
29 |d | :  * - UL. 3 | of Purim, Eſth. 9.20. 
3o | e | D: before the | The 26thof this month La- 
1 |f 


Cal: of April. | Zarus was raiſed, Jo.11.45.: 
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This Month hath one feſtival day, the Annunciati- 
on of Sr, Mary, celebrated the 25th. 
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fp iCalchnds The firit of this month No- 
2-1 A | Nones of C4 | ah uncovired the Arb, and 
2 {+5 | april 2 | ſaw earth, Gen. 8. 13. Moſes 
4 .1c D ay before N. reaved the Tabernacle. Exod. 
s | 4 | N. of April. | 40+ 16, 17. The Temple began 
EE 8 | tobe ſan{tified,z Chr. 9. 10. 
n | "vor "7 The roth of this month the 
; | g |Tihusof Js | children of Tirael paſſed the- | 
» |x| ap:il s | row the river Jordan on dry 
©) h 4 joot, Joſ. 4:14. the Paſchal 
C6 EF 3 | Lamb wus choſen, Exod. 2 3. 
21 6 D. hefore Id. The 13th of this month the 
3|e Id. of April. dit of K, Ahaſhuerus came 
> 8 ts C18 | ©:t for the murthering of the 
i's | Tv | 17 | J=-*S, Eith. 3. 42, 
61 A\ 16 Te 14h of tis month the 
TEES 1s | Paſſtottr was kipt,ExX.12.6, 
FY e | | 14 | Lev. 23.5 Jol. 3: 10, 
ty | d 13 | The 15th of thu month the 
ole 12 Hoary departed out of E- 
21 \f {|Calends < 2 | &ft, Num. 33: 3. ... 1-} 
22 | g ” May. & IO The 16th of #bid month He- | 
vz1Aa} *-' 5 | zekiah nadg:artand of ſan-| 
-24 | b , 4 8 | #51319 and purging the Tem- 
ic | 4 7 Þ ple, 2'Chron. 29.19. 
55a} + - -+1,6 | | The8th of this month the 
27]e as $7 chHdren of Tracl watkrd on 
285 f.51 1 4 dry laid, thorow the midit of 
| TY 0-5 SEES & 3 | the-red Sea, Exod. 4. 25. 
20 |} D.' before the [| The 24th Daniel ſaw bu 
BO | Call of May. ; viGen, Dan 17. 4+ 
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April hath xxx. dayes. 
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The 24th-of th's Month the Feaſt of Sc. Mark is 
obſerved. WEEN As 


May hath xxxi. dayes. 7 


i | b | Calends The 1. day of this month | 

2 |C 6 | Moſes was commanded to 

3 |d | Nones of )s | number the children of Ira- þ 

4 |e | May 4 | el, Numb. 1. 1. &G. Þ 
Is |f 3 | The $thof this month Chriſt 
{45 | g | Day before N. | i thought to have aſcended || _* 
147 | 4 | N. of May. up into Heaven, Mat. 16.19. | 4 
-1J* jÞ Luke 24. $1. As 19. | | 
$9 1c They which conld not keep | 
jo |d the Paſſeover at the day ap- 

i1]e s | pointed by the Lord, were 
[H2|f 4 | willed to ceiebrate the ſame 
0 '318 3 | the 14 of this month, Numig. | 3 
1014]4A | D. before Id. | v.10,11. So aid the Iſraelites F . "| 

Is | b | Id. of May. 17 at the commandement of] K, | 
[$19 |c "16 }-Hezckiah, 2 Chron. 3o. 155. 
[0171 d | is | The 16th day Manna yain- 
1113 |e 14 | ed from beaven, Ex0. 16.14. Þ- 
"sf 13 | The 17th day Noah enter-- 
2ojg 12 | ed the Ark, and the flood bes. 

21} A 11 | 24uv, Gen. 79. 11,12 © | 
| 22 | b'} Calends 41lo| The 224, fire from Heaven 
| 234 c | of June. | 9 | conſumed ſuth as miurmured | 
W24jd}| | 8 | againſt the Lord, Num. 11. 

25|e | 75 | The22d. the Iſraelites with 
M25 |f | 6 | ereat joy tr: umphingly entered'| 
M278 5 | into*the Cafile of Jerulalemy} >; 
M28/a | | 4 | 1 Mac. 13. SI. | oY 
W29|bj_ _ 3 | Noah the 27th, the waters | 
Mi] 32 | © | D. before the | being dryed up, came ſorth of LE 

3t | d | Cal. of June, | the Arþ, Gen. I. 14. &c. E 
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The firſt of rhis month is celebrated for the Feaſt -\ 
of Philip and 7acob. . ; | 
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June hath xxx. days.” | 
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1 | ec 
2 |f 
|3 c 
4 14 
{1s |Þ- 
16 {c 
7 | d 
[2-17 
þ ut A 
12] b 
13 |c 
14 g 

15.1 
16 
17:18 
18 |'A. 
$19 | b.* 
21 | d: 

p23 1f- 

12418, 
hh 
857d, 
28 | d 
29 | e 
PY f 


| 


| 


Calends 


+ 
June. - 1.3 


Day before N.- 


( 2 


©) 
5 
4 
3 
D. before 1d. 


Id. of June. 
C18 


D. before the 
Cal. of July. 


— 


| 


| 


| 


The firſt coming of the | 
children of Iſrael pnto mount | 


Sinai, was the firſt 9 this 
month, wherein they abode a 
11 months and 20 days, 3n 
which time all thbſe things 
were done, recorded in EXO 
19, T1. &Cc._ : 
The foxth of this month, 
the great Mo- 
rid was born 


Al 
narch o 


of who Dan. ch. 1 1.3. doth | 


prophefe. Alſn on this day 
that famous Temple of Diana 


in Epheſus, nuxbred among | 


the ſeven Wonders of the 
world, was ſet on fire by e- 
roſtratus. The Jews lihewifſe 
kept their ſeaft of Pentecoft 
0n thy day. 

The 25th of this month the 
firſt Edift came out for the 
ſafety of Gods People the 

ews, againit Haman and 
the reſt of their enemies , 
Eſth. 8. 9. | 


The. 25th of this month the 
Ark of Noah, through the in- 
creaſe of waters, was liſted 
up from the earth,Gen, 9.12 
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Feſtival dayes is, 24 the Feaſt of St, Fohy B anti 
the 29 which is St. Peters. 
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July hath xxx!. 

1 | A | Calends The fifth of this month 
2 |b 6 | Ezechiel faw bis Viſion, 
3 | c | Nones of )s | Ezec.'1. I. 

14 | 4 | July: 4 "YE 

s |e. 3 | The gth: of this month the | 
6 | f | Day before N. | Capital of Rome, counted 
7 |g | N. of July. | one of the 75 wonders of the 
8 \A|]- - 2 | world was buried ; and the 
9 |b \ 7 | mirrour of the Chriſtian Prin- 
ofjc}]lI MEJ6 | ces King Edward the -ſiath, 
I1|d | July. s | of this month. Anno 1553; 
12|e 4 | | 
13]f 3 | The gthof this month, Je» 
14 | g | D. before Id. | ruſalem, after it had 4 long | 
Is | A | Id. of Jul, 17. | while been befieged: by, Ne-: 
16 | b 16 | buchadnezzar, was :#akmt 
[17 | C Is | Jer. 35-2. Wh” 
18|d 14 © BO 
19|je 13 The 12th of this wongh 

20 |f 12 | lius Czſar, the firi® Roma 
21|8g 11 | Emperour was. born. Of him 
22 | A | Calends 10 * this month called July: - - 
23 | b | of Avgu.|. 9 4 BUS 
24|c ; | 8 | The 18th. of this' mai 
26 | d 7 | the Kgyprians begin © thesr | 
,26 c | 6 Jear, Plin, l. 8, CIP« 47+ ; n 
27 fk { > | | 
28 |g | 4 , 
291A oy 

30 | b | D. before the 

31 | c | Ca. of Avg, | : 

| Feſtival dayes is, 25 St. Zames the Apoſtle, and on 
this day K. PFimes was Crowned K. of Eng. 160g, 
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_ Avpuſt hath REN, dayes. 
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at. Mi. 


c | Calends | 
.d | Nones'of C4 
e | Aupuſt 44 | 
f | Day before N. 
eg | Nones'of Aug. 
A 8 
b 7 
| C | Idus of 6 
d | Auguſt s | 
e <( A | 
[Coptic vine CN 
a D. before 1d. 
'A'T Td; 'of Aupuſt, 
1b | 118 
Ta: OY 
| i 
* 14 
= 1 
# | Caſen. of 5 It 
£ } Septemb, | 10 | 
b* | 9 
8 
| 7 
| }*6 
| 5 
|. 4 
wo $ 
Day before the 
| Ca, of Sept. | 


| /ome think Jeruſalem tv have 


The firſt of this month Aa- 
ron 4o years after the Cnil- 
dren of Iſrael wereicome out | 
of Egypr, dyed on Mount 
Hor, Num. 33- 38. Alſo on | 
this day Ezra with his com- 

any came out 'of Babel unto 
Feradery Ezra 7. 9. 


The.ſeventh*of 1his month 
\Nebuchadnerzar burnt the 
Hoſe 'of the Lord, 'antl dll 
Jeruſalem, 2 King, 25.89. 


ad 


_- 


The tenth of this Month | 


been butnt by the Babylorit- 
ans, Jer. 52.12. joſephus'l.5. 
C. 26. ſaid it was burned af- 
terward by the Romans the 
ſame day. Theyefore do the 
Jews on this day obſtrut-a 
moſt firift Faft, and go bare 
footed , and fitting on the 
ground, read twice 'ovtr the 
Lament ation of Jeremy. - ©* 

| [io 
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| The 24th of this Month is Sc. Bartholomews-day. | 
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l Sepremban hath. Po days. ka, . 
A | I f Catends The firſt of this month! -"" 
. 2 |p | Nones of 4 Hapgai the Prophet began to] " 
el 8]3 | A | Sepremb, propheſie, Hag. 1. Ie 
|| 4 | b | Day before N. En: 
-1f| 5s | c | N. of Seprem. d 
81s | 4d 2 The ſixth of thu wouth! | 
o|417 le | 7 | Ezecmiel ſaw another Vifi- 
8 |f | Idus of 6 | on, EZEC. B. 1. 
$|9 |g | Sepremb. Ys 
20 B&G 4 / 4 
fe (fk 
I 12 | c | D. before Fs 
» 3 d Id. of Sept. 
14 | e Cr8 The 19th of this month ow7| 
k | Is f 19 moſt noble Naeen Eli 
8 16 g 16 | Was born at GreenWic 
K 19] A Is | Ano 1533, 
P \ i8|b | 14 
[0 [19 | c 13 | The eighth of thic I 
[0 [20|d | 12 | Anno 93, Jeruſali ns 
+ [21 |< | Calends 4 11 | utterly with fire: af 
4 q 22 | f | of Ofto. ' TO defirbyed by Titus 1 
| 1238 9 | perokw, Joſeph. Ny | 
e [8 [24] 4) 8 \ I: 
elf [25|Þ | 7 | The 25th ofthis ninth Ne 
[|] [25 | c 6 | henilah finiſhed the walls of 
JN | 29 | d s | Jeruſalem, Neh. 6. 25, | 
1 | 28 e 4 
: 29 4q L 3 
[ 30 | g | D. before the | 
| | | Cal. of Ob. 
4 | 
[ Feſtival dayes is, 21ſt. St. Matthew, the 29th. St. | 
1 Michatl. } 
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hath xxxi. dayes. 
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Calends 


Nones of 
Ottober. 


Day before N. | 
N. of OQto, 


Idus of 
Ottob. 


- [ 3 
| D. before Id. 
Id. of ORob. 


D. hefore the 
Cal. of Nov, 


6 


5 
4 


3 


| 


> vw Aw ©© 


BY 


16 
Js 
T4 


tu 
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The 1ſt. of this month the 
Jews celebrated the feaſt of 
wig Lev.3.24.The lat- 


On. 


ter 7ews call thu day the 
beginning of the New ear, 

Jeruſalem, "= it bad 
been poſſeſſed of Chriſtian 
Princes 88 "years, through 
mortal dzſſention came into 
ths. hands of the Saracens, 
Anno 1187. | 

The 34. of this month ſome | 
tbink the Fews fafted for the | 
death of Gedaliah, whereby 
occaſion was offered to bring 
them again into the miſera- 
ble ſervitude of the Egypti- 
ans, 2 Kings 25. 25. Jer. 
41. I, 2. Oc. | 

The toth of thes month the 
feaſt of Reconciliation was 
kept, Lev. 23. 27. So did the 
Jear of Fubile every fiſty 
year bepin. as on the ſame 
day,. Lev. 2%. 9. 

The 145th of this month the 
Fews obſerved the feaſt of 
T avernacles 7 days togetber 
in m:mory of the Lords pro- 
tefting them in the deſart, 
Lev. 23., 37» 
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Feſtivals are, 18 St. Lube, 28 Simon and 7uds. 
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November hath RNE, dayes. 


_—_— 


1 | d | Calends 
2 je | Nones of (4 
3 |f | Novemb. 3 
4 | g | Day before N, 
5s | A | N. of Novem. 
6 |b 8 
C 
, d | Idus of p 
wo|f 4 
ilg ' 3 
12| A | D. before Id, 
13 | b | Id, of Nove. 
14|c 18 
is | d 17 
(-B E- 16 
17 f Is 
8]g | 14 
Io] A x3 
20|b 12 
21 | C | Calends < II 
22 | d | of Dece. | 10 
23|C 9 
24 | f 8 
2518 l- 7 
26 | A 6 
27 |b g 
W3E-:! 4 
a9 | d C3 
3o | e | D. before the 
| Cal. of Dec. 


| be committed moſt wi 


Thr rpird 0 of | this month 


Son to Conſtantinus the 
great, departed out of this 
world, An.364.Hiſt.tripart. 
in the end of the 5s Book. 

The tenth of this month, 
An.1483.D:Marmnn Luther, 
was born in Iſlebia. 

The fifteenth of this month 
Was maae a new holiday by 
Jeroboam, without the com- 
manament of God, whereupon 


Idolatry in Dan and Bet] 
but he remained not long u1 
puniſhed, nor bis people i 
plagued for the ſame, 4s. 
appear, 1 King, We” 
33- 1 King. 13. 1, 2. & Mt 
veen Bog # 
happily to Rei 
vancement of | 
our Saviour Chih, che 
this month, 1558. \ 
Thi 18th ofthis month Ti 
rus the Emperour moſt cruet- 
ly executed to dtath a great 
number of the Jews, Joſeph 
lib. 7. caP. 10. 


| 


wa 


Feſtival dayes is, the 1ſt, All-Saints, the yo $ | | 


Andrew the Apolile. 


= 
dll. a raodidd oo 
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Conſtancius the Emperour | 
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December hath xxxi. dayes. 


[4 

A 

b 

c 

d 

ec 

f 

\8 

A 
Io|b 
11 | c 
12|d 
13|e 
aye 
: pv, 18 
[16] 8: 
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| Ca, of Janua, 


Caletds 

Nones of #4 
Decemb. } 4 | 
Day before N. 
N. of Decem. 


8 

7 

Idus of 6 
Decemb. Ys5 
4 

3 


The 15th of this month 
Antiochus'placed an aboms- 
neble Idol upon the Altar of 
the Lord, 1 Mac. 2. 57. 

The 20th of this month El- 
dras exhorted the Ifraclires 
to put away their flrange 
wives, 1Efd. 9. v. g,6.%c, 

The Found ation- of the ſe- 
cond Temple was laid the 24. 
of this month, Hag. 2.v. 11. 
19: \ 
| The 25thof this month our 
Saviour Chrisi was born of 
the Virgin, the year aſter the 
worlds creation, 4018. On 
which day alſo Antiochus 


+} Tpiphanes entred into Jecu- 


falem'with a mighty Army, 
and ſpoiled the ſame, Joſeph 
1.12. c.6, On this day be pro-- 
phaned the. altar of the Lord, 
1 Mac. 1. 62. which day alſo 
the Jews kept holy, becauſe 
theredn the Temple was purg- 


D. before the 


ed fro Idols. 1 Mac. 4. $9. 

The 28th of this month, 
Herod cauſed the poor Inno- 
cints to be murtbered, think- 
ing thireby to have ſlain 


| Chrzff, Mart. 2.26. &c. 
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-  Feftival dayes, 21 The. Apofile. 25 Nati. of Chriſt. 


26 St. Stev. 27 Job: Evang. 28 Inno. called Childer. 
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A Rule to know how many days be contained in 
every Month in the'T ear. 


Thirty dayes hath Scprember, 
April, June, and November, 
The reſt hath thirty and one, 
Except it be February alone ; 
Which alſo hath ewenty eight mear, 
| When it is no Biſſexcile or Leap-year. 


['Y 


A Note of the Months, Weeks, Dayes and Hours 
throughout the whole Year. 


Months 12 


The Year containethq Weeks 52 >Hours 8766 
| Dayes 365 


Natural, 24 
Day 4 fi), Chath ; I { Hours. 


To the Right Vertuous and 
Godly Lady, the Lady 
Margery Killegrew, Wife 
unto the Right Worſhipful. 
Sir Willam Killegrew, 
Knight. 


- 


T pleaſed you (Right Worthy Lady) 
heretofore to afford this little Trearsſe 
kind allowance, to enter under your Þ 
Roof, and to accept it as a friendleſs Pil- -. 
grim; committed to your ſhelter and pro. * Þ 
tection : And ſuch hath been the opinion F 
of your ſelf, the Patronefs, tonching the F 
ſame, that many others in imitation of 
your kindweceptance of it, have likewiſe 
favourably cenſured it and friendly recetv- 
ed it, not for his ſake that ſent it to ſeek 
Friends ; but for yours, I aſſure me, that 
ſhewed It, and me Friendſhip. And nou Wy 
tie 
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the Book (ſimple as it is) being diſperſed 
into the hands of many, with the poor 
Title of A Poor Mans Reff, becomes to be 
more and more richly regarded : And 
therefore, | could do no lefs, after this 
Fourteenth Impreſſion, but renew It, and 
augment it, and recommend it again unto 
your favourable Tuition, nothing doubt- 
ing, that the longer-it paſſeth abroad in 
the Worlds view, the more it ſhall increaſe 
in your high Commendation, that will 
youchſate to Countenance fo poor a Guelt. 


Your Ladyſhips ever 


at command, 


JOHN NORDEN. 


To all that are in any Diſtreſs, 
Reſt , and Conſolation in 
Chriſt Jeſus. 


] Am out of doubt by mine own Experience, 
E. that this little Bocky Titmied, A Poor ÞF 
Mays Reſt, ſhall bring no 4eſs unto thee, than = | 
the Title 1mportethy. if thow faithfully uſe it , "Þ 
itoffereth thee the means (by perſeverance and. 
prattiſe) to. attain unto the re#t of thy: ſoul :. 
Not as the rich-man, vainly promſing reſt unto 
his ſonl;, through the ſuperfluous fulneſs of 
Worldly, Bleſſings and was ſent ſuddenly to. 
Hell : But thay, reſt. Chriſt Vinſelf promifeth- 
Mat. 1. 29: where he ſaith, Take my yoke 
oft. you, and learn of me, that I am meek 
and lowly in heart, and ye ſhall find reſt 
for your-Souls. True ref cometh not by the 
pleaſures of thisTife, but by the yokg of Chriſt, 
namely by bis Correttions; which conſiſteth in © 
Troubles, in Croſſes, in Afiitions, in Miſe- © 


"TS, 
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ries, in Impriſonment, in Baniſhment, in things 
diſpleafing to Fleſh and Blood. Why then 
ſhould we ſeem to kick againft Gods loving cha* 
ftiſements, and mild correftions, which ts an 
eafie yoke he putteth on our Neck ;, and as 4 
light barthen be layeth on our Shoulders ! He 
rryeth us but a little while, and will never over- 
charge us, if we ſeeh reſt, and relief, and 
power, and frength, to bear it at his hands, 
and not at the hands of mortal men ;, whom yer 
the Lord in mercy uſeth to comfort hs afflifled 
Children. Why then covet we not to be wiſited 
with the Rod, rather then to beleft tothe tiber- 
ty of this wicked Worlds vanities, that are on- 
ly the baits of confuſion ? And therefore ſaith 
Eliphaz, Job 5. 17. Bleſſed is the: man 
whom God corretteth. Papl, 2-Theſ. 1.5. 
affirmeth,. that it is a token of Gods Righ- 
teous Judgment to puniſh his Children here; 
that they may be accounted worthy of the 
Kingdom. of God, and that they be not 
condemned with the World; and it 1s a 
righteous thing with him to recompence 
Tribulation to them that trouble you, but 
to you that are troubled, Reſt; net the ome- 
ward reſt of the Body, while it abides on the 
Earth-;, though worldly men hold liberty, and 
i - Inft, and health, and honour, and poſſeſſions, 
P - and authority, and. wealth, and wantonneſs, 
| and vanity, and fulneſs, yea, and filthineſs, 
k #4 ſweet and more certain reſt, than the ref, 
_— an 
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To the Reader. 
and-peace of a good Conſcience, by which in the 
aſſaults of Sin and Satan, in all tryals, trou- 
bles and croſſes, inpoverty, ſichneſs, taunts and 
1gnominy, and in moſt bitter miſery, if thou 
canſt ſay truly with Pau], Gal. 6. 19. God 
forbid that I ſhould rejoyce, but in the 
Croſs of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, whereby 
the World is Crucihed unto me, and1I un- 
to the World, thou ſhalt have reſt for thy 
ſoul. And therefore what if ye be caſt down, 
as into the gulf of diſdain among men, and 
ſeem out-cafls in the World, and caſt-aways 
of \the World, for your troubles and tryals ſake, 
and becauſe of the want of the Worlds Glory ? 
Think it not ſtrange, nor grudge, but rejoyce, 
for it miniſtret h unto you occaſion to fly wotldly 
confidence, and to take hold of the Heavenly 
Promiſes : It worketh diſcord between you and 


Belial, and concord between you and Chriſt, 


raiſing your thoughts from Earth to Heaven, 
becauſe as the Body is earthly, and being fur- 
niſhed with the worlds pleaſing vanities, 1s loth 
to depart and leavethem;, ſo the ſoul being fet- 
 rered by natural and Carnal aff ettions 3s held 
-alſo captive, and cannot lift it up by the wings 
of defer of Heavenly things, until the body | e 
- deprived of her delights here; then bath the 
Soul and inward man ſcope ( ſanttified by the 
Spirit of. God) to mount. by the wings of faith 
toher reft, namely, to a reſolute conteutation, 


_ to abiae the Lords leiſure and purpoſe in all 
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'of the World comprehend it. But thou'poor 


deſpiſed, threatened and abuſed, apprehended 


" thuube patient and grudge not when thou art 
others mourn, and thou ſhalt ſing when athers 
_ Eftate ſoever thou be, to-be\content. Infinite 


* * are the comforts in the Bible,. ſearch qnd ye 
if ſhall add more and more reſt unto your -ſauls. 


 vaileth much if it be fervem., The Eyes of 


' To the Reader, 


things ;, yea, when we ſeemto be meerly forſa- 
ken of the World, we ſhould neither fear nor 
be faint-hearted, knowing that our Redeemer 
liveth. But as our Lord of Life ſa'th, Seek 
ye my face, Pal. 27. 8. let us anſwer with 
David, Thy face, O Lord, will we ſeek. 
For this1s the reſt that poor m.en muſt ſeek, this 
# the reſt that will fill a better than the Glut- 
tons Feaſt, and#s more precionsthanthe Health 
«of the Body, than the wealth of the World, 
'thar. the pleaſures of the Fleſh ;, the Gold of all 
the Indies canmor purchaſe it, the Kings of the 
« Earth by force cannot obtain it, .nor the wif ## 


214m, whoſe thou be, in what caſe. ſoever thou 
art, poor and needy, fiek and -weak, hated and 


and impriſoned, or in what miſerable caſe elſe 
orver, eventhou ſhalt attain unto this. reſt, if 


thou ſeth it inſtantly, praying faithfully ; if 
viſited of the Lord, thou ſhalt be merry when 


lament.” And therefore learn.of Paul inwhat 


For this little trifle, which I here offer thee, 
peruſe it, and uſe it : It may move thee to me- 
ditate, and procure thee to-pray, which.pre- 


the 
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To the Reader. 
the Lord are over the righteous, and bis ears 
are open unto their cries, 1 Pet. 3. 12. And 
therefore caſt your care upon him, for he careth 
for you, he will not fail you, nor forſake you, 
that bath conquered, and hath provided for you 
a Crown : Therefore fight the good fight, and 
fear not what man can doto you. 


Yours in Chriſtian good will, 
JOHN NORDEN. 


A FAMILIAR 3 
ADMONITION | 


HRISTIAN READER, 


ouching the moſt comfortable Exerciſe 
of Divine Prayer. 


ay. $$. verſe's. Seek the Lord while be may be found, 
call upon him while be u near. 


Here are three things eſpecially ro be confi- 
dered in the true ſeeking and calling upon 
God : The firſt js Preparation before we call 

on. God in Prayer, The ſecond is Attentzon in 

ayer. Thethird and laſt is Thanksg7ving after prayes 


A Preparation to Prayer, 


A 5 touching the firſt, namely Preparation, we may F 
obſerve and uſe a kind of imitation of men oc- if 
loned to communicate with mortal Princes, whoare 54 
ſerved to preponder with themſelves, firſt, how-to 
ape their behaviour, and external geſture, Second- 
-how to frame their ſpeech to gain Attention of him 
whom they ſpeak ; and "4 toavold the-cenſure of / 
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2 A Preparation to Prayer. 


{ Ndiſcretion In the delivery of whatthey affirm, or de 
end. Tf ſuch curioſity and carefulneſs be neceſſari 
ooſerved in our communicatizn with men, who 
breath 1s 1n their Noſtrils ; how much more obſervat 
and careful ought we to he, when we addreſs 0 
{elves to ſpeak unto the Majeſty of the 3mmortal God 
Ts 1ntrude abruptly into the preſence of this gre 
God, and unadviſedly to ſpeak unto him becommet 
not 4 Petitioner, bur bewrayeth an unſanRified, an 
an unprepared heart : rather tempting and diſhonou 
ing, than glorifying the Name of God. 

And therefore before we preſume to preſent o 
Petitions to God, in hope to be heard, we muſt pr: 
pare our ſelves, not jn our outward geſture only, 1 
eloquence of words, and Pharifaical outward holineſ: 
bar'1n rightly ordering and: diſpoſing the affeions 
the inner man 3 which if th:y be ſer on carnal, « 
earthly vanzrzes, if our hearts delight in the fruits 
the fleſh, and the unprofitable works of darkneſs (thoug 
our words be never ſo good of themſelves) we m 
fear the reward of A4nanias and Saphira his wife, wv 
brought a part of their ſubftance (hypocrirically cot 
cealing the reſt) and laid that part at the Apo{iles fed 
So if we cone unto God, giving him good word 
keeping back our hearts to ſerve our own carnal an 
prophane appetites : Shall we think that God will 
content with the leaves of our good: words, whe 
we give the fruits of our hearts to the world ? \ 
Godrake (uch Hypocrztes by the hand ? We muſt knoy 
that unle(s we can truly, and unfzignedly caſt off © 
carnal thoughts, corrupt defires, and ſinful affedizons, 
cannot be that God who loveth holineſs and truth in t 
inward afſjeftions, can look upon us, as upon his ch? 
dren, who ſpeak unto him, as to a Father, with cour 
rerfeit words, proceeding from unſanctified ' hea 
W hen we come therefore unto God in prayer, : 
Mut depart from all iniquity, knowing that be hearet 
uot ſinners, ſuchas the promiſes of God: cannor wm? t 
obedience, nor his threats enforce to forſahe tozir bus 
vw ( 
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A Preparation to Prajer. 2 

o yet will adventure to ruſh raſhiy into che preſence 
God, jrra formal kind of praying: with 'the lips, 
hout any premediration,. preparation, or reforma- 
1 of: the heart-at all. Theſe offer words for dreas ; 
ves for fruits; wolves for Lambs and aſl manner, 
t, lame, blind and blemiſhed Sacrifices, and yer 
duld ſeem holy. And ſo inſtead of a blefling, pro- 
e a curſe unto themſelves, for their hypocrtſie. 
e muft conſider thar God zs a jealous God, and hold- 
none guiltleſs that taketh his Name in tain, as they 
nifeſtly do, thas come near him with their lips, when 
7 bearts are far from him, Ir is a kind of ſpiritual 
lrery, outwardly to ſeern wholly to be Gods, and 
inwardly to be meer worldlings. Before we open 
mouths therefore to God, we muſt caſt our of the 
2mple of God (which 1s our heart) all buyers and 
ers, as Chriſt did out of the Temple of Jeruſalem : 
as long as our hearts do harbour the deſires of 
orlaly profits, and carnal pleaſures,: about the fin- 
e ſervice of ' God, our heart the Temple of the liv- 
p God, becometh a Den of Thieves, that ſteals away 
our Godly afte&tions, to (ettle them on Bela. Lex 
look unto the man Chrift Feſius crucified, by whoſe 
dod we are redeemed, by whoſe mediation we are 
eto have our prayers heard of God, atidgranted ? 
cially if for:our further and more perfe& prepa- 
lon we can truly obſerve the rule of Chrzft; ro {ol 
Ye our enemzes, knowing that if we forgive 20t our 
ther that offendeth us, God will not Fro. us that 
more greevouſly offend him. | And therefore Chriſt 
unſellerhus, that zf we bring our Sacrificeto the Altar, 
mely;if we intend ro pray, and there remember that 
rother:bath' onght against us, we ought to leave 0ur of- 
ing befort the Altar, tac is, forbear for the time to 
, and to go f;rft-and be reconciled to our brother, and 
n td'come'and. offer our gift 5 namely, our. prayers, 
ely unto God in Chr;fi : for before we be unbur- 
ned: of all Rancor, Malice, Envy, Hatred, and all 
er profipane deſires, it is:not only: not available, -buc 
| B 2 lamen- 
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& Att: wtion in Prayer. 


lamentable, thar ſo many will (as do) preſume 
come before God with hearts ſo fearfully fraught w1 
theſe unholy affe&ions 3 and ſtagger no more to pre 
into Gods preſence, nay not ſo much, as ſome t 
come unto God with moſt prepared, peaceful, at 
moſt ſanttified conſciences. Let (ſuch cafi out the bg 
" Womau with her ſon, namely, the old man, the wo 
end luſts of the fleſh : and give entertainment unto t 
free woman and her ſon, the new man, which after G 
z Created unto righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, and 
recommend our prayers unto God, the objeft of < 
prayers, in Chrift the Medzatour of our prayers, 
the Holy Ghoſt, the Author of all holy prayers. 


Attention in Prayer. 


Eing thus prepared, let us endeavour to yield d 

and true Attention in our Prayers ; that Is, 

give heed to what we pray and with what zeal 
-pray : which are the trueſt tokens, and greateſt 
guments, that our prayers are lively, powerful, ef 
ual and of faith ; which properties can never be 
1ip-labour ; For there cannot be a more apparent d 
-covery of a rank Hypocrite, than ro make outw 
ſhewes of Devotion with the geſture and lips, and) 
the hearts to be buſicd in rhe cogitatton of -1dle, a 
earthly, and prophane things. And nothing me 
.diſcovereth an idle heart ourwardly, than the w 
þ.4 .dring of the eye in the time of Divine Prayer :'| 
4 ics probable, and often found by experience, tt 
$- the-eye withdraweth the heart : and if rhe eye be 
0H canſtanc, the prayer hath not, nor can have the-d 
| Attention of the heart : yex it doth not- follow, tl 
although the eye be fixcd v1 any certain ovjedt, 
be ſhut, thar therefore th& heart is rightly ſer on Ge 
for oftentimes the eye followes rhe heart, the co 
tation of the heart makivg the cye to forger irs. c 
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Altention in Prajer. 5 
e } : as when the hear: is wandring in the fields of 
Wiſrn, viewing th@herds of Carrel, and flocks of ſheep, 
Prhen it is in the Warehouſe, in the Shop, in the 
eſt, minding Bonds, and Payments, overcome with 
aFide, plotting revenge, oppreſied with fear, beſotted 
voi! pleaſure, intangled with cares, or otherwiſe pre- 
'OSrred by any prophane and ungodly cogirations ; 
 tiFayers made with ſuch an excravagant heart, be they 
GE words never fo holy, they are imputed unto us as 
I & : for ſhall we think that God will hear our Prayers, 
our profic or comfort, when the thoughts and 1ma- 
ations of our: hearts in the mean time diſhonour 
m ? Many pray in their own famillar language, and 
t conſider mo more what they ſpeak (for want of 
tention) then if they (peak in an unknown tongue : 
d yet ſuch men will hold themſclves very deyour, . 
jd to have power in themſelves to pray when they 
: as if rue prayer were of that facility and eaſe to 
rer, as is an 1d!e tale, and as it ſeems by Beggers, 
at tuwble out the Lords Prayer with one breath at a 
bor, and yet mind nothing but their Almes. Such 
en are to be pitied, and ro be wiſhed better to ad- 
ſe themſelves, before they atrempr this ſervice of 
dd moſt Holy; For Prayer 1s not an eafte work, ic 
a deeper ſtrain than a tale, that 1s but from the 
vaFYongue to the Teeth; from the Tecth to the Lips, 
| Wd io into the Air. Pure Prayer 1s cordial, and of 
Mar force and efficacy, as it conftraineth the heart to 
phs, groans and tears, with ſuch 3nward fervency of 
oly zeal, as tenrers the heart with ſuch internal 
ripes, as many be truly ſaid the tentring of the heart. 
nd the more we feel our hearts thus. inwardly and * 
arply rouched ; ſo muchthe more comfort it yield-- 
th to the ſoul of the faithful Peritioner ; yea, ſuch, .. 
nd ſo great conſolation, as he that feels 1r, cannor 
xpreſs it with his rongue, be he never fo eloquent; 
oWcicher can any conceive or apprehend the ſweetneſs 
f. ir, that is not exerciſed and expericnced in the 
FYame.; for nature apprehendeth it not. No jan can 
B3 ſay * 
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6 Attention in Prayer. 


ſay that Feſus is Chriſt, but by the Holy Ghoſt. and none 
can defire the Spzrit of God, but by the Spirit of God. 
Fleſh and Blgod cannot ſo much as defire Spiritaal 
things ſp'ritually ; for ſpiritual thinge are to be compa- 
red with ſpiritual things, and ſpiritual giſts are oh- 
rained by/ſpiritual means : Aud therefore words with« 
out the Spzrtt are as naked and bare incenſe without 
fice : But being inkindled 1n the heart, and fandtified 
by the Holy Spirit of God, who is promiſed to affiſt 
our ſpirits, rhey are as a lively and acceptable ſacrifice 
to God, working ſo powerfully with him through Chr:/ts 
mediation, as they never return empty of whatſoever 
bleſſing we defire. Prayer can never be 'effeual, 
unleſs there be ſome certain ſpiritual obje& of the 
mind, to move the Attention of the heart, which ob- 
jzeR is God; and we muſt confider that when we pray 
unto him, or yield him any other worſhip, that we 
are not to conceive him in the form of any Earthly or 
Heavenly, Bodily or Spiritual Creature whatſoever 3 
for #n that manner not to concezve him, # a degree of 
conceiving him aright, according to Maſter Perkins. 
God muſt be conceived of us in our Prayers, as ſub- 
fiſting in the whole three Perſons, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghoft. The Unity in Trinity, and Trini- 
ty in unity, is to be worſhipped ; retaining in mind 
the diſtin&ion and order of all the three Perſons, wirh- 
out ſevering or ſundring them; for as they are con- 
zjoyned in narure, ſo are they to be conjoyned in wor- 
ſhip. And therefore he that prayeth unto God the 
Father, for the forgiveneſs of his fin, muſt ask ir of 
him, for the merits of the Son, and by the aſſurance 


of the Holy Ghoſt ; and he that prayeth for the re-' 


miſfion of fins ro God the Svn, muſt pray that he would 
procure the Father, to grant him pardon, and to af- 
fare it by his Spirit. He alfothat prayeth for the (ame 
to God the Holy Ghoſt, muſt pray that he would affure 
unto him the remiſſion of his ſins, from the Fathyr, 
for, and by the merits of H# Son. Thus muſt we 
apprehend the Trinity in our Prayer : fo ſhall we ” 
| yol 


| 


| 


| 


Attention 771 Prayer. F 


void that Idoturons conceiving of him, imbraced of 
ſome, who cannot pray unleſs they have the figure of 
a humane Creature, to repreſent unto their bodily 


Croſs, and the Holy Ghoit by a Dove worſhip 
cannot be repured ſpiritual, bur ca nd their 
; Prayers, nor Heavenly, but prophan®* Prayer is a 


ſpirirual a&ion, proper only to the Children of God, 
who are Saints by calling, ſanflified in Chriſt, And 
they, and none other, truly call upon the Name of the 
Lord Jeſus. Prophane perſons pray not, though they 
teem ro pray. Bur moſt happy 1s that man thar com- 
eth unto God, Father, Son, and Holy Gbo}}, truly pre-: 
pared, and duly attentive; he may boldly ask, and 
confidently aflure himſelf, to receive grace for grace, 
and all bleſſings ſpiritual withour limitation, and all 
bentfits corpurally needfull. If our Prayers be made 
in us, by him, who hath promiſed, and hath power 
to give what weask, ſhall we think be will fail to pir- 
form ? The hope of Hypocrites, indeed, ſhall periſh, 
and their Prayers vaniſh as the ſmoke : becauſe they 
wait upon lying vanities, and defire carnal pleaſures 
and worldly profits. But the Lora wil! ſurely fulfil the 
deſires of them that fear him, becauſe their Prayers 
ren4 to the ſetting torch of God's glury, to the good” 
of the Church, to the remiſſion of their own ſins, and 
other mens, to the obtaining 'of Gods grace, to the . 
increaſe of. the underſtanding of heavenly things, that 
they may walk before God, and be upright, that they 
may do the work, and bring forth the ſruits- of the Spi- 
r7it. Thele are the Prayers that are The Poor Mans 
| Refi. Theſeare the Prayers that wound the Serpent, 
| and that pleaſe God, bringing peace ro the conſezence 
affiifted. Bur (which is to be lamented) all men are 
dull by nature 3 and the very Ele& ſomerimes weakly 
diſpoſed to pray. And therefore 1s every Godly man 
to uſe all holy means to inkindle:their hearts to the 
right performance of this heavenly duty. And nothing 
B 4 more - 


7 "big 


Une 
tion in Prayer, 


more prevalleth herein, then Jſed:tation : whereun- 
ro we are alfo very unapt by nature, and know not 
how, nor upon what ground to lay the foundation 
thereof : yetit we can truly frame our hearts ro a 
holy Meditation, we ſhall find thar it is the very key 
that openeglagaur 441! hearrs, lockr up under grzef, 
under fe cr trouble, under perſecution and mz- 
jery : 2nd Meth forch by little and little, the fire of 
trxe zeal, which at length becometh a great flame of 
prevai'ang prayers : which thing they cafily find, that 
are converſant in this ſacred exerciſe of Meditation 
and Prayer : who yet many times find themſelves moſt 
dull, and moſt unapr to pray, having yer an inward 
defire thereunto; which defire they cannot contain ; 
but labonring a while 1n filence, ſpeaking inwardly to 
God in ſighs and groans, art length they ſpeak effeRu- 
ily with their Tongues. Seeing therefore that all men 
need motives, to ſtir them up to prayer, let every 
man addreſs himſelf te the Word of God, or peruſe 
ſome Godly work of Religious men. And although 
vocally he cannot read, by reaſon of natural dulneſs; 
yer if his heart can be but converſant, aud duly at- 
rend the ſenſe,” as the eye obſerves the letter, his 
mind by little and liccle ſhall mount it (elf from Earth 
ro Heaven, fixed on the Trinity, whence ſhall ariſe 
ſuch ſpiritual fruit of faith, and fervency of Spirit, as 
ſhall fill the ſoul with more ſweer conſolation by in- 
kindled prayer then the tongue can utter. And to 
this end (gentle Reader) according to the (mall mea- 
ſure of mine underſtanding, I have prefixed before 
every prayer, a Motzve, or Meditation, touching the 
(ubſtance ayd matrer of the Prayer following. 
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A Thanksgiving after Prayer, 


| 

F He third and laſt duty in this holy exerciſe, is- 
Thanksgiving, which cannor but follow ſan&if- 
ed yrayers, and that with ſuch joy 1ny | 

| AS that 1t cannot bur break forth inroMBſt unſpeak--- 
able inward thankfulneſs ro God, who hath been ſo 
| 


graciouſly pleaſed not only to forgive our fins. bur to 
help our 18firmittes by his Holy Spirit, by whom we 
have had acceſs unto the Throne of Grace, and found : 
ſuch fayovr with God in Chriſt, as we have obtained 
by the Holy Ghoſt, both the will and. the power to + 
pray. Alſo we ought in all things to give thanks to 
1 God, for every bleſſing and benefit we reccive at his 
4 hands; according to the counſel and precept of the - 
Apoſtles who commands us to give thanks always, for ' 


| ak things, unto God, even the Father, in the name of © 


| onr Lord 7eſus Chrift, Eph. 5. 10. Thus much touche' 
ive the Admonition. 


A Private PRAYER 
for the Morning. 


ny The Motive. 


Laid, me down and ſlept, and roſe again, for the ” 

Lord ſuſtained me, Pſal. 4. 5. This confeſſion 
. did holy.Davzid make (in the glory of God): in + *) 
the morning, and hath left 1t to vs,' ro move us-= 
likewiſe to glorifie God, by whom we live an&fabour « 
> "aac. 
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and by whoſe love and providence we lay us down 
ro reſt a'ter our wearineſs and daily travel, and do 
enjoy the comfortable benefit of (ſweet ſleep. which 
he hath afforded to refreſh all creatures. And man, 
the moſt excellent of all other creatures, receiving 
this {weer blaffing. and riſing from his bed with our 
thankſgivingWhim that cangive ir, or deprive him of 
ir, cann{t aſſure himſelf whether his ſleep ſhall tarn 
to his good or evil,' for the preareſt good thing that 
we receive atthe hands of God, turneth to.our hyrr, 
1f we he unthankful. Bur unto the godly, ro' ſuch 
that fear him, and give him praiſe, he turneth even 
evil things to good, Therefore as David (aith, 1 will 
give thanks to the Loyd, hu praiſe ſhall be in. my mouth 
continually, morning and night, and at all times, and 
for all things, Pſal. 34. 1. Whereby it.comerh to paſs 
that no danper can annoy us ; for why ? Tre Angel of 
the Lord pitcheth reund about 15, to preſerve us ſleeping 
and waking, if we fear him, and call ayon his Name, 
Pſal. 34. 7. The poor man therefore cryeth unto the 
Lord ; Lord, hear my voice in the morning, fo in the 
me*ning wt'l 1 direft my prayer unto thee, and will wait 
zl thou bear me and help me, Pſ. 5. 3. 
O Lord, 1ncreaſc our faith. 


A Prayer for the Morning. 


to be ſaid in private. 


H Father, full of power, mercy and love, how 


#F dare I look ud unto Heayen where thou ſitteſſ 


in Majeſty, and Glory ? Hoiv can I think or hope to 
receiye any good thing here on Exrth, where thou art 


inchy power and knowl:dge ? for thou, Lord, feeſt 


my.ways, and my vanities, and my corruprions, and 
my fin ; yea my thoughts, idle and evil, 'are before 
thee ; yea, my pollutions and, imperfeRions are ſuch, 


and ſo great, as Iam afraid of thy judgments, . if thou. 
«xith 7 1" aan 
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fhouldeſt note all that I have done amiſs 5 yet like a 
loving Father, thou haſt mercifully preſerved me this 
night, and vouchſafed me ſweer -reſt and fleep, and 
haſt raiſed me by thy hand, for 1t 1s thou only that 
preſerveſt me, and defendeft me whether I wake or 
ileep, walk or work, eat or drink : yea, thou bleſſeſt 
all theſe things unto me, or <lſe they would eaſily de-- 
ſtr>y me. For I a weak creature, am ſubje& to the 
infinice danger, that lurk in the paths of this evil and 
corrupt he. | 159 
In the nighr and darkneſs I ſleep, and have no 
watch, and therefore eaſily may I be overtaken+ with 
the dangers of the wicked that hate the lighr, and: _ ; 
pratiſe evil in the dark, but that thou the Warch-- © 7 
man of. Iſrael, thoulecpeſt not, but haſt a fatherly 3 
care, and vigilant/'eye, and loving regard to thy. 
weakeſt ones : when they (lumber beſer with Ones - | 
rhou appoinre( thine Angels, and they pitch about 5 ' +2 
them, and they are ſafe. O good Father, 1 thank! 
thee for thine infigice bleſſings, bear with my weake-. 3 
neſs, and waſh me from my fins, and forgive mine*:' 3 
offences, and direct! me in the right-way of obedi- ., 
| ence, of thankfulneſs, of repentance and r: formatl- © 2 
on of my life, which is ſtil] ſubje&t to varirty, ſtill b 
ready to ſlide into one fin or other. I am never free I 
(Oh Father) from temptations, never at true peace, . 
but beſet with continual enemies within me : my - 
| own corruptions fight againſt faith and obedience, 
wrefiing my will and mine affeRions from ſincerity 
to. fin, from defire of good things to evil, from” ebe- - 
diencetorebellion, from truſt in thee, to deſpair, or - 
,codepent onthe vain things of this deceiving world, 
which being full of ſubtil beaſts, and every where be- 
ſet with ſnares to catch my foul, and to (ſeduce me 
with dangerovs vanities, I fly only to. the SanRvary . 
of thy love, to the Caſtle of thy Providence, and to » 
the Harbour of rhy ſaving promiſes. Keep me there» 
fore, keep me dear Father, as the apple. of jr «py ; 
 fhroud me under the ſhadow of 'thy ſaying wings this - 
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day, and teach me truth, give me knowledpe, and 
wiſdom, and humbleneſs, and obedience, and-morti- 
fication, and zeal, and faith, and hope, and all gra- 
ces, that may change me from fin to ſanctiry, from 
darknets to hghr, and from coldneſs to a more per- 
feCt zeal, to ſerve thee 1n all rhings. Teach me O 
Lord, teach me to execute my vocation truly and per- 
fectly, and give ſuch iſſue, and bleſſed ſucceſs ro all 
my endeavours, la')ours, purpoſes, and. proceedings, 
as I may diſcharge my duty 1n obedtence to thy Di- 
vine Majeſty, ro my brethren in love and equity, and 
to my (elf, and mine jn Godly care and true piety, 
And ler thy holy Spirit ſo guide and govern me this 
day, and for ever, that I may more and more fruc1- 


. fie, and increaſe 1n al! godlineſs, until thou ſhalt cur 


off. this corruptible life , After which (good Father) 
in; the merits of thy Son let me inhabit, and ever- 
more znherir thar Heavenly City, New feruſalem, 


* where thou fitteſt and reigneſt one God, with whom 


ſhall live all thy cle& 1a joyes unſpeakable for eyer- 
more, Amen. 


O Lord increaſe our faith. 


A Morning Prayer where 


the Family afſembles: 


A. Almighty God, full of love and pity, the chief- 
() eſt comfort chatany ſinful ſoul can have, when 
we miſerable ſinners here met togerher, do conſider 
thy great mercy: and goodneſs, which we have. ever 
fince our births, and before found, and dayly db find 


' at che hands of thy. Divine Majeſty, rogether with 


our great unthankfulne(s every way to thee again for 
the ſame, we muſt needs. confeſs, and even from the 
botcom of. our hearts do acknowledge, that moſt un- 
ſpeakable is thy mercy in ſparing us to live unt1]:this 


"morning 3 before this time thou mighreſt juſtly have 
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conſumed us. But (O dear God) of thy free mer- 
cies, bofore the foundation of: rhe World was laid, 
thou haſt choſe 1 and elefed us for thy children, and 
haſt ro our endleſs comfort, certified and made known 
the ſame unto our Spirits, by thy Spirit, by whom, 
and nor of our ſelyes we now cry unto thee, Abba 
Father : and for: our redemption, haſt ſent rhine own 
Son &o ſhed his moſt precious Blood upon the Croſs, 
no ocier- means being whereby we could be ſaved. 

Thou haſt by thy Holy Spirit wrought faith 1n our 
hearts, to believe by him, and in him to be juſtified 
before thee, and in ſome meaſure begun the death of 
fin in us, and wrought our ſan&ification, and of thy 
free favour we enjoy the benefit of thy Word, the 
freedom of conſcience, great peace and plemy in 
outward things, wich many and infinite other benefirs, 
walking and fſ1:eping, at home and abroad, 'n our 
felves, and our friends : for all which, inſtead of 
chankfulneſs we become rhe more difobedient, not 
doing that we ought to do, but with pleaſure and pros» 
fir, with vanity and ſelf-love we are carried away; 
ſpending our day in iniquity, careleſneſs, and unfeels 
ing of our ſins, and there 15 no goodneſs in us; yet 
is there mercy with thee O Lord, and pardon upon 
repentance, 

Wherefore, we here this Morning met together 
\ before thy Majeſty, humbly confeſs our wants, and 
moſt entirely beſcech rhee for Jeſus Chriſts ſake to 
have mercy upon us : Have mercy upon us moſt mer- 
ciful Father, and forgive us a!l thats paſt : ſirength-+ 
en us hereafter, that dayly both in bodies and ſouls, 

we may glorifie thee more then we have done, yield- 
| ing thanks for dayly henefirs, and ſtriving in holineſs 
and righteouſncſs to pleaſe rhee all the days of our 
life. Bur becauſe we cannor but offend, and fall dt- 
vers ways, and every day good Lord, for thy mercies 
| ſake, pierce our hearts with a feeling of the ſame, 
| and never-ſuffer us to go on with dull and dead (ſouls, 
not (cetng.nor ſiohing tor our offences, 
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* Asa ſpecial'means to keep us in ovedience before 
thee (O dear Father) work in vs a con:1nual remem- 
brance, and an effe&tual conſideration - that we ſhall 
not always live,here in this wretched World, that 
doth much pleaſe us now, but that a day will come 
when the trump ſhall ſound, rhe dead ſhall ariſe, and 
all we ſhall appear before the Tribunal Seat of Judg- 
ment, there to receive according to our deeds with- 
out reſpe&t of perſons; O good Lord, give us a re- 
membrance, and a feeling of that u:;ſpzakable com- 
fort, and eternal weight of glory, which at that day 
ſhall be given unto us, If in this day we ſerve and 
pleaſe thee, and contrariwiſe, even terrific our con- 
ſciences, and ler us as ir were, ſee before our faces 
the dreadful Judgments, and the fearful torments, 
that, both 1n body and ſoul, they ſhall be ſure to have 
for evermore, which in this life do not lerve and 
pleaſe thee, but ſollow their own fancies, and wick- 
ed delights : give us an hatred of fin, and a true 


i * love of righteouſneſs : bleſs thy Word evermore with 


fruit unto our ſouls, when we hear ir : give usa defire. 
to hear it often, and to practiſe it faithfully and obedi- 
ently, and keep our hearts ever free from ditlimulaci- 
an.and counterfeir holineſs : prepare our hearts dili- 
gently to watch for the coming of thy Son, make us 
ready, fit, and willing to meet him 1a the Clouds, 
if thou wilt that we believe ro his coming : if it pleaſe 
thee in the mean time to call us, let us with joy yield 
our bodies to the Earth, and reccive our ſouls unto 
thy ſelf, until che day when both our hodies and ſouls 
ſhall be re-unired, , and be totally glorified with thee 
In Heaven, And let this day, be a day of our trne 
Reformation and Repentance , that we becoming 
new Creatures, may ſerve thee in Holineſs all the days - 
of our lives, 1 icling thee moſt humble and hearty 
thanks for thy goodneſs to us this night 3 ler chy mer- 
cyful eye look upon us this day, -and 'ſo keep us bo- 
d1es and ſouls, that being occupied in our ſcyeral cal- 
ings, we-may be ſafe by thee from all our cneanes, 


and. 


and liye to thee in fear, 'that we may 4ye 1n' thy fa- 
your, and live hereaftex with thee 4n glory : which 

- grant, and all things in the mean time neceſlary for 
our ſouls and bodies, for Chriit his ſake, in whoſe 
name we ask them, ſaying as he hath taught us : 

Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy 
Name. Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done in 
Earth asir js in Heaven, Give us this day our Haily 

| bread. And forgive us our treſpaſſes as 'we forgive 
them that rreſpaſs againſt us. And lead us not into 
remptition, bur deliver us from ev!!; For thine 1s 
the Kingdom, the power and glory for ever and cyer. 
Amen. | 
Ler thy mighty hand, and out-ſiretched arme. (Q 
Lord) be fiill our defence 3 thy mercy, and lovin 
* kindneſs 1n Jeſus Chriſt, our ſalvation ; thy true and 
holy Spirit, our comfort and contolation unto the end, 
and 1n theend. Amen. me 
The Lord bleſs us, and fave us ; and make his face. 
to thine upon us, and be merciful unto us : The. 
Lord curn his favourable countenance towards us, 
this night and eyermore. Amen, * 
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A Private PRAYER. : 1 
for the Evenng. þ00.Y 1 al 


The Motive. 


| ek lay me down, and alſo ſleep in peace, - for thou 
Lord only -makeft me dwell in ſafety, Pſal. 4.8, Da- 
vid by this declareth his own bodily 10firmity, whene- 

ur.to 
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nto all men are likewiſe ſubje&, namely, to luch de» 


u 
Diliry, as without reſt and ſleep. they cannot long 


Continue 3 yet this reſt (as he acknowledgeth) may 
be a troubleſome reſt unleſs God bleſs ir : for as Da- 
Via did, (6 all men lye downand rake their reft, bur 
all not in peace; for ſuch as lye down in forgetring 
God, God leaveth them to themſelves, and (o their 
ſleep (inſtead of peace) rurnech into troubleſome 
dreams, idle and finful 1maginations,. horriole vifi- 
ons, and fearful phantaſies, whereby nor only the 
body 15 diſtempered, bur the ſoul alſo grievouſly 
vexcd : And therefore, though we. couch us upon a 


; bed of Down, with curtains of Gold, and covcrings 


of Silk' ; Theſe Adminiſter not the peace that Da- 


' vid ſpeaketh of, but God is he that giveth ir onely. 


Ir is not then the (weer ſound of Muſick, or thera 
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A Prayer for the Evening. 


\ A* God and Father, loving and all-ſuffictent, I 
yield thee praiſe and rhanks for thy mercies 

in thar thou haſt this day paſt, ſtrongly gvarded me 
with thy hand, lovingly refreſhed me with thy fa- 
yours, and now (afely brought\me to the end of this 

day, night and darkneſs veing at hand, wherein all 

the creatures draw to their ,reſt. * And I wrerched 

creature finding mine own 1nfirmſty and; becillity, 

run now unto thy heavenly favor, who haſt made me 

- of that brirtle and-'groſs matter. as cannot Fong 
To - Win: 
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without reſt after labour, withour ſleep after waking, 
and without comfort after ſorrow and. grict : I do 
therefore heſcech thee, as thou art the Fountain of 
all reſt and ſuccour and health, and help, ſo thou 
wilt conſider me in my weakneſs, and give me 
ſtrength, ſee and behold my miſcries, and be merct- 4 
ful vnto me. And fith the time is now come where- 
in 1 covet reſt and ſleep, receive me into thy pro- 
reion, and yield me thy helping hand, that when 
this my corrupt lump of fleſh ſhall (through the hea- 
vineſs and dulneſs of ſleep) be deprived of moving 
and (cnſe, and ableneſs to help 1t ſelf, I may be kept 
ſafe, and ſecurely preſerved by thee ; fof it is thy felf 
(Lord) only that makeſt me dwell and abide in (afe- 
ty. Thou art my Watchman when I ſlumber 3. Thou 
art my Defender when I am in danger, Thou art my 
Caſile, my Rock, my Sword, my Buckler, and my ©- - # 
Refuge, thou art to me, and for me all inall : withs 7 
out thee what am I but a beaſt that* know. nothing, + 
but a block that feel nothing, but a. wretch that cath * 
do nothing rightly ? And therefore, dear Father, 
ſtretch out thy loving favour over the houſe wherein. - 
I reſt: let thy Angels. compaſs the bed whereon: 8 *.-2 
reſt, and thy Holy Spirit keep my Soul and. Spirit in 
peace when I reft, that 1 may reſt in peace, 'ghat I > 
may riſe in peace, and live in peace :. that the trou- -./ 
| bles of the World diſmay me nor,, that rhe ſleights. 
ſ1n deccive me not, and that'the devices of the wick- 
ed overtake me nor z but as I am weak of my elf, _ 
[ may be made ſtrong by thy ſtrength 3 as I am poor -] 
of my (cif, I may be made able by thy riches 3 and 
as I am ignorant of my ſelf, I may be made wiſ&n--. 
rhee : (o ſhall. my lying down. be acceptable, my | 
ſleep comfortable, and my riſing up profitable, In 
hope of this thy. free bonnty,. loving fayour, and 
high providence, I will lay me down, and take. my. 
reſt : It jt be jn peace, and (Lord) ler it. be unto 
me, 2nd.all thine (when they reſt,) ſweerand comfor+. 
table in-thee, who makeſt all thine to, reſt, and rife 
_up. in ſafety. O Lord increaſe my Faith. WE 
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An Evening Prayer where the 
Family aſſembles. 


() Moſt high and mighty God, Father and Prote- 
Qor of all things in Heaven and Earth, before 
whom all creatures fear and tremble, were it not that 


give us ſpirics to pray aright, We yield thee moft 


cven 
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even we here met together at this time, all and every 
one of us ſhall moſt aſſuredly ſtand before thy Judg- 
ment ſeat with naked hearts, with open and unfolded 


Conſciences, there to give an account, how and what 
we have done. Then ſhall all ſich as have believed 


us grace not only rightly to think of _rhefe * rhit 
but ſoto walk before thee in this preſent life, us: be- " 
cometh the Saints. O continue the word of erath-* 
amongſt us ever to our comfort. Let the feed theſe- —— 
of now ſown in our hearts, take ſuch deep rot, thi _ 
neither the burning heat of perſecution 'cauſt 'it.y@- 
wither, nor the thorny cares of this World, Riches,” | 
or voluptuous living choak it : bur as ſeed ſown 1n_ 2 
good ground, it may bring forth fruit according to 
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thy pleaſure. © Father, give us grace, that when 
we hear or find by thy Word, any fia that is fn' us, 
we may ſtriveand ſtudy without delay, willingly to 
reform It. Keepus, $0 God thar we never (werve, 
for thefear of man, from our own true knowledge, 
becoming ſervers of time, and deniers of thee, Keep 
us from all hardneſs of hearr, contempt of thy'word, 
and from all diflem"ling of ſincerity. Increaſe, true 
love amongſt ns more and more, ' Bleſs thy whole 
Church (O God) with graces neceſſary ; this parcel 
of it, our native Land and Countrey : Deat Father; 
bleſs it ſhll with continuance of thy truth © leſſen in 
ir daily the number of blind and 1gnorant Faputh 
prophane Arheiſts, and increaſe the number of thy 
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true Children, Preſerve unto us long alive, good 
Lord, if ic pleaſe thee, our gracious King and Go- 
vernour : multiply thy Spirit upon him, and all his, 
that ſtill more and more, he and they may ſeck and - 
ſer forth thy glory, in maintaining Chriſtian Religion 
in all purity, ſappreiling all vice, Superſtition and 
Tdolatry, with all ſeverity. Give unto him an ho- 
nouravle Councel : give them graces neceſlary for 
ſuch a ca'ling. Bleſs ali orher Nobles, Magiſtrates, 
and the whole body of this Realm, with true hearts 
to thee, and to this Countrey. Increaſe: in this our 
Iſrael the number of true Watchmen, whoſe hearts 
may ſeek thee, and thy People, and not their own 
glory, and commodity. Bring to thy fold by them 
 tuch-wandring remnants as are thine. And (O Lord) 
 , be gracious to our kindred and triends in the fleſh, 
Ughten their hearts with the Sun of underſtanding, 
' "that they and we acknowledging one truth. may glo- 
+  Oifie thee in the true and conſtant profciſion of the 
_ ſameall thedaics of our life, Comfo;: (O Chriſt) 
_. "thy afflifed members, whereſoever or howſocver 
' troubled, and grant us peace in our daics, if it be thy 
_ pleaſure. p 
_- Finally, becauſe the night is now upon us, and we 
ready to take our reſt, ler the bed (O Lord) ſtrike 
Into our hearts a conſideration, that the grave is al- 
molt ready for us. Which of us can tell whether 
theſe eyes of ours once cloſed up, ſhall ever open 
any more again or no : Lord therefore receive us 
into thy hands : we all here now.commend our ielves, 
bodies and ſouls unto thy holy prorteRion and provi- 
dence : k-ep us this night and evermore ready for 
thee when thou ſhale call us : Hear us, O Lord, O 
God, and merciful Father, in theſe our Peritions, 
for thy Son Jeſus-Chriſt his ſake, our Saviour : in . 
whoſe name we altogether beg theſe mercies, ſay- 
Ing, as. Chriſt our Saviour harh caught vs : 
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Our Father which art in Heaven, Hallowed be thy 
Name. 'Thy Kingdom” come. Tyy,will be done in earth 
as it is in Heaven, Give 1s this day our daily bread : 
And forgive ws our treſpaſſes, as we forgizm, them that 
treſpaſs againsi us. ,And. lead 1s not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil, For thine the Kingdom, the 
Power, and the Glory, for ever and ever. Amen, 


Let thy mighty hand, and out-firetched arm (0 Lord) 
be {till our defence 3 thy Mercy, and loving kindneſs in 
feſas - Chriit, our Salvation; thy true and holy Word 
or infiruition; thy Grace and Holy Spirit our com- 
fort and Conſolation unto the end, and in the end, 
Amen, 

The Lord bleſs us, and ſave 1s, and make his face to 
ſhine upon u5, and be merciful unto us ; the Lord turn his: 
favourable countenance towards us tha night, and eutt- _ 
more, Amen. | 


, . _ 
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A Prayer to be uſed inprivate Families, _ 
Morning and Evening. | 


Levit. 26. 6. = 
If ye truly ſerve'God, ye ſhall ſleep, and none ſhall make 
'you afraid. 
Lord prepare our hearts, open our lips, ſanitifie our prayers, 
and increaſe our F aith, bY Ol 
'@ Moſt mighty Lord God, and our mt merciful, 
and loving Father in Jeſus Chrift, we thy poor 
creatures, and unworthy children, humbly preſent 
our ſelves in his name before thy Glorious Majeſty, 
acknowledging. that we be moſt unworthy to appear, | 
in thy preſence, by reaſon not only of our Original 
ſins, and deep diſobedience, being originally born 
the children of wrath; and the leaſt of our atual _ 
ranſgreſſions is ſufficient ro caſt us intro Hell and ut- © 
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ter perdition, if thou ſhouldſt deal with us accord- 
Ing to the meaſure of qur manifold iniquities. We 
therefore do humbly beſeech thee (O merciful Fa- 
rher) in th& merits of Jeſus Chriſt, freely ro pardon 
and forgive our manifold offences, both in what we 
have commitred and done thoſe things thou haſt for- 
bidden, and lefr undone the things thou haſt com- 
manded, Lord, forgive us, and remember our fins 
no more : let them never (good and gracious Father) 
riſe up-in Judgment ro our Condemnation, Give us 
full atlurance of thy mercies, and free forgiveneſs in 
Jeſus Chriſt, and ler thy Holy Spirit from henceforth 
evermore ſo ſanitifie our hearts, minds and bodies, 
that we may never hereafter give conſent to the cor- 
rupt motions of our fleſhly affeftions, and unclean 
defires.: And lct the lively I'ght of thy continual 


- Preſence (o illuminate our dark. underftandings, that 


we may ſtill ſearch for thy will in thy Word revealed, 
and give us will and power to prattiſe and perform 
all Godly ſervice, dutics, and obedience to thee : 


give us feeling hearts, that we may find out our-own 


weakneſs, andiconfeſs unto thee our infirmicies, and 
that We may boldly in the Name of thy Son Chriſt 


. ; Jeſus fall down before thee, calling faithfully and fin- 


cerely upon thy RKoly Name for pardon for our for- 
mer ev1ts, and for.grace fo to reform: the reſt of our 
wicked'hves, that thou maiſt be pleaſed to accept vg 
anew into-thy favour and fatherly proteion. 

Grant that we may continually feelin our hearts 
and conſciences, more and more the virtue and poiv- 
er of the Death and ReſurreRion of our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and that we may continually 
ſtrive againſt and mortifie our groſs fins, and foul 
corruptions, and grow more-ſtrong. againſt all chill- 
motions and temptations in thought, word, and deed, 
and be more and more renewed in the fpirit of the 
mind, and feel a continual increaſe of joy and com- 
fort in the reading, hearing, and meditating of thy 
Holy and Heayenly Word, and a fervency- of _ 
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zeal to ſeck thy glory, by encreaſing more and more 
in knowledge, and in the hatred of fin in our (clyes, 
and rebuking it in others,” eſpectally 1a thoſe of whom 
we have charge, and in a happy and faithful going 
forward in all Godly Obedience unto thy will all the | 
dayes of our lives. Dire& and firengthen us, thac 1 
we may with all faithfulneſs labour to diſcharge thar 
duty whereunto we are bound by our ſeveral callings, 
which in thy providence either are already, or ſhall 
be allotted unto us. Hold us we beſeech thee by thy 
Right hand, that we fall not into any danger of body 
or mind. | 1 
Guide us by thy Holy Spirit in the paths of Righ- —_ ? 
teouſneſs : ſet continual watch before our lips, that 
we offend not with our tongues. Keep our eyes 
' from looking any more upon, and our hearts from 
ſeeking after or conſenting unto vanities ». ſhut. up 
our ears, that they delight not in hearing the things 
offenſive to thy Sacred Majeſty. Rule and Govern 
our hearts, that we may be alwayes ſtudious of goed ' 
things, and that we may be alwayes truly inchned ro” 7 
deal faithfally with all men ? and enable us to per- | 2 
form all duties required at our hand by them, and 
keep both our hands and feet, that we go- not about, --* 
or take any thing in. hand difhonourableto thee, dan+ 
gcrous to our ſelves, or hurtful to any ; And thar all 
that we think, ſpeak, or do, may he to the glory of 
thy Name ; Let us not ſpend the time, O Lord, of 
this our pilgrimage, any more in wantonnefs, 1dle- 
neſs or vanity, but1n all godly and vertuous exerct- 
ſes, alwaijes in ſimplicity and ſingleneſs of heart, 
and in.a good Conſcience, as becometh thy deareſt 
Children, Bleſs we humbly beſeech thee, and pro(- 
per all the laboars and works of our hands, and bleſs 
all the Crearures which thou haſt appointed for our 
uſe, that we may receive comfort and relief in them, 
and by them in due ſeaſon, by thy Bleſſing, and:by _ 
the daily comfortable uſe of them be the more Mo- ... 
ved and fiirred up to a thankful acknowledging chy 
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fatherly goodneſs in vouchſafing them unto us, which h 
withour thy bleſſing, would rather turn to our pre- ſt 


the head ': Frare in us a true, perfe&t, and hearty 
zeal ro pray, and hezr us alſo for them, befeeching 

; thee to raiſe up the Miniftry of thy Goſpel in all pla- 
+. ces of the Earth, that by the means thereof, ſuch 
"._ +8$40 appcrtain to thy Kingdome, may be daily cal- 
.- "Ted home : Satan, Antichriſt, Sin, and Darknels 
-  » "Way be weakned, and more and more bea.en down 
#- In all the World : hold up, and maintain the Scep- 
ter of thy Word, where thou haſt already planted 
aid advanced the ſame, and increaſe all the means 
Eby which it may be increaſed, and confound and 
weaken. all the power that reſiſt or ſtrive againſt it. 
=: Bleſs thoſe, O Lord, that endeavour to pronounce 
=. and further it : Increaſe their zeal, wiſdom, know- 
;, Tedge and power : Him eſpecially, good Father, 
whom in great mercy towards us, thou heft made 
Soveraign over us, Charles thy Servant, our King, 
and all his Royal Family, the Counſellers, Magiſtrates, 
Nobil:ty, and the Preachers of thy Holy Word; All 
Godly and Chriſtan "Famyies, all true Profeſſors of 
thy Goſpel, Beſeeching thee to pour on every of 
them in theirſeveral callings, ſuch graces benefits and 
bleſlings, as are moſt meer for them, whereby they 
may all ſhew themſelves thy true and faithful Minj- 
ſters, in furthering all fincerity in Religion, and all 
pureneſs and godlineſs of life, not only in themſelves, 
| but 1n others, ſo far as apperraineth to their charge, 
| poten or private. Beſeecching thee alſo to be mind- 
ul to comfort all our affiged Brethren and wy 
. _T 2 W- 


judice than profic, racher to a curſe unto us, than to { 
our true comfort : Therefore, good Farther, bleſs t 
us to a Godly uſing of all 'to a comfortable uſe for a 
us. C 
And foraſmuch, good Father, as our duty. in this i 
ſacred exerciſc of Prayer, bindeth us alſo to intreat 1 
thy Majeſty for all ovr Brethren and Siſters, mem- 
bers of that Body, whereof thy Son Jeſus Chriſt is | 
| 
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howſoever, or for wharſoever rhey, ſuffer, eſpecially 

ſuch as do ſuffer. for the Teſtimony of a good Con- 
ſcience: Comfort all chem that are preſied down with 

the burthen of their fins : help, relieve, ſuccour 

and aſſiſt all char be in want, in miſery, and affii&- 

ons, that tly unto thee for ſuccour. And as, good 
Father, we do thus bodily beg at thy hands theſe ma- 

ny and ſeveral favours, for our felves and others: _ 
So Lord accept at our hands our humble thankfuineſs 
which we here yield ' utito thee, for thy. manifold 
bleſſings and benefits daily ſo lovingly and freely -be- 
ſtowed upon vs, both inward and outward, Tpiricual © . 
and corporal, m number infinite, for goodneſs uit» 
ſpeakable, and for goodneſs far better then we could -- 
cither ask or think : beſeeching thee to continue thy © 
gracious favour towards us alwayes, and in all things, - + 7 
that we may ſtill give thee the glory of our continual - --# 


ſafety and relief. 
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N D finally, we thank thee, good Father, that 
thou haſt ſo graciouſly kept: and preſerved us - .. 
this Night paſt, and haſt given unto our bodies reſt, 
and haſt brought us to the beginning of this day in 
peace : good Farther, pardon whatſoever corrup- 
tion hath taken hold of us this night : pardots' 'our 
preſent dulneſs of Spirit, coldneſs of zeal, weak- 
neſs of Faith, and all whatſoever offendeth thee in - 
us : and bleſs the labours of our hands, and _ 
ly endeavours this day, and make vs ra her able to 
be helpful to others that need, then to be forced to 
ask, or to be chargeable to any, by reaſon ef our 
temporal wants. Grant theſe things, good Father, 
and all other graces neceſſary for us, and for every 
Member of thy Church, for Jeſus Chriſt thy Sons 
ſake ; in whoſe name we + mad pray, Our Father. &*c. 


Is 
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WW E tank thee alſo, moſt gracious Father, for | 
chat thou haſt ſo mercifully kept, and re- 
lieved us this day, paſt, beſeeching thee to receive us |}. 
alſo this night into thy Fatherly prote&jon,. and keep (| 
our. ſouls, bodies and goods free: from dangers; ler 
thine Angels cncamp aoout-us, guard us, and,defend 
us : giveunto our nodes that competent reſt, 'and 

' 'fleep, that may be only fufficient,- and let our thoughts 
be ever on thee, in. love, fear, and due obedience 
. and reverence, - that we. may be fearful to commir 

- the leaſt evil, yea, in the dark, which with thee -15 

. as the; Noon day. Watch over us, good Father, 
that Satan prevail not againſt-us : and-/give us/grace 
-to be alwayes. watchful for the time when our Lord 

#. and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt ſhall make his glorious ap- 

F'  pearance Mm the Clouds, to finiſh theſe dayes of in. 

'h And art this time pardon, O Lord, our weakneſs in 
:Prayer, our coldneſs. in zeal,. and, whatſoever doth 

- hinder us from the true publiſhing of our own wants |; 
. and imperfections at tull, and thy praiſe and glory || 
as thou deſerveſt. : Encreaſe our Faith, and grant us, | j; 

|  .and all thy Children, all other graces necellary for | + 

fouls and bodies, for Jeſus Chriſts ſake 3 in whoſe fe] 

7 name we-further pray < k 

F Our Father &c. | if 


——  m _c2A cs @ Tx . 


My Fy ny oy 


—_—_— 


a a II mm 


wn ; - w_ ak cen oy te ts 4d"; FO th 94 
A Poor Mans elf, «27 


A Prayer ;for thei K ng. 


It is God that giveth deliverauce-unto. 'Kjngs. 3 It 75 be 
that reſcueth David his ſervant from tbe hurtful Sword, 

__ Plalm 144.10. 

Take away the wiched from the King, and bis Throns 
ſhall be Eftablijbed-3n.Kighteouſneſg,, Prov. 25. 5. 


A TE rendcr and yicld unto thee all poſſible 
\ V - thanks © Lord of..mercy, King cf all. Kings 
and Kingdoms of the Eaxih, for (as. great Bleſling 
unto us, thou haſt placed over us in this Realm, fo 
pure a guide of true Religion, Charles (by thy Hea- 
venly Providence) our Gracious King, under whom - 
enjoying free Itb<rty of the true ſervice-of thee, we 
reſt in quiet cfiate both of botgy-apd mind | we hum- 
bly beſeech thee, to belzold wich. .che eyes of (mercy, 
the ſame thy {crvant, our Soveraign Lord jndGover- 
nour, and-to repleniſh- his- heart. with the grace of 
thy Holy Spiric, that he by the working therebf, be- 
ing enclined to the ſerring torch of thy Word may 
walk according to the truth of the, ſame ſincerely, * 
that we. thy fervants and under thee, his. Subjects, ſce- 
ing his Godly-example, -may- be- aſhamed to fall from 
that:true formj of: honouring, thy: Name, which tor 
thy Gloty, thi'ongh thy Grace,,; by the rule of. .th 
Holy Word, is preicribed unto ys : . And vouchſat 
to ſtir up in him Zeal of. thy glory, and a deſire to e- 
ſtabliſh whatſoever wanteth jn this Church of Erg- 
land for.the increaſe of true. and ſincere Diſcipline : 
Let no gnotance 'ainde:th, his Royal: hearc, buy en- 
rielpyin wich Divine and Heavenly knowledge : give 
him-en-obedientcmind,: abounding with all humilicy 
rewards thy'dIvine Majeſty ; Save and defend him 
from the Tyranny of Foreign Power and Authority, 
and from all (uch as- profeſs not inwardly; unfeigued 
zeal of the: Goſpel, Give hin Godly Gounſcllors, 


4 and llueh zealous and trye-hearted, Mynifters of thy 
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will, that he and we may ſincerely ſerve thee in this 
life, and :n the end for evermore Reign with thee 
in thy Heavenly Kingdome, for Jeſus Chriſt his ſake 
our only Advocate, Amen. 


* ow_ 
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A Prayer for Obedience 


unto God. 


Hath the Loyd as great pleaſure in burnt-nfferings and 
ſacrifice, as when Þis Toice us obeyed ? Behold, to obey 
us better than ſacrifice, and to hearben 7s better than 

| ſat of Rams, 1 Sam. 15. 22. 

Paul commendeth the obedience of the Romans, Romans 
16. 46. 

Obey my voice, ſaith God, and 1will be your Gol, and 


ye {ball be my people, Jer. 7. 23. 


God, the Governour of Heaven and Earth, 
thou that ruleſt in the higheſt, that only 
canſt do all things, and rejgneſt for ever : 
at whoſe beck the pillars of Heaven ſhake, and all 
crearures tremble : I miſerable creature, framed © 
—the Earth, do with great fear and trembling proſtrate 
my ſelf before the Throne of thy Majefly, acknow- 
ledging and confefling my wickedneſs and wayes 
abominable in thy fight. Without thee I think nor 
Sd Na thought : without thee I do no good work 
hour thee Tam worſe then a worm of the cart 
yea, a beaſt in thy ſight. | i) 
Irender unto thee thanks, O God, that thou ha 
vouchſafed me that knowledge, that I may ſee anc 
know that I am nothing, and unable to do any thing 
without thee. Thou art the potter, I the clay , ſuc 
as thou pleaſeſt ro have me be, ſuch cant chou form 
and faſhion me ; if thou makeſt me bleſſed, tho 
ſheweſt thy mercy and prace ; If thou caſt me int 
hell, chou' ſheweſt chy juſtice,” and execureſt th 
; ; | ZJuc ) 
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judgment, neither is ir my duty to contradiQt thee, 
why, or for what reaſon thou doſt 1t ; for thou haſt 
mercy upon him whom thou loveſt. Theſe things I 
conſider with my ſelf (O Lord) and I fear thy judg- 
ments, and depend only on thy mercy. 

Foraſmuch therefore as all my fafery and (alyatjon 
rclieth wholly en thee, and confiſterh 1n thy hand and. 
porver, and thou haſt ſhewed thy (elf a merciful and 
long-ſuffering God to the whole World, and haſt re- 
ſtified the ſame 1tadeed, in that thou wouldfſt thy on- 
ly Son Chriſt-Jeſus (the innocent) ſhould die for our 
offences, and ſhould wipe away our fins, with his 
blood on the Croſs 3 and fince thou haſt raughr us in 
all our perturbations and afflitions to call upon thee, 
and crave thy grace and mercy, and that thou wilc 


give us all rhings that we ſhall ask in the name of thy 
Son : I come unto thee, being droſs and clay, O- 
merciful and celeſtial Father, humbly beſeeching. 


thee that thou wile in mercy make of this unworthy 
carkaſs of mine, an habitation for thy ay Spirit; 
that though [ live in the Earth, I may have my Cons 
verſation holy, as in the. Heayens. 

| O mercitul and moſt loving Father, grant me. for- 
roy of all my fins, through the death of thy be- 
oved Son Jeſus Chriſt : make me to pleaſe thee, in- 
creaſe in me heavenly vertues, and grant rFat I may 
perſevere in the ſame to the end : Increaſe in me 
that faith and love towards thee, which thou haſt be- 
gun in me, kiodle my affe&ions toward thee more 
and more in lively obedience, that by thy help, and 
preſence of th1 grace, I may obtain everlaſting le, 
(which thou haſt promiſed ws of thy meer neſs ) 
to the end I may praiſe thee, and give thee thanks in 
thy coeleſtial kingdom for ever and ever. Ann. 

0 Lord increaſe aur Faith, y 
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A Prayer to be confirmed in the - 
. way of righteouſneſs. 


Eo tl fountain of righttouſneſs, and he that givith 


»47*|i'j to righteouſneſs, s known to be born of him, 
$ fon..2.25, ; 
(C0 Craciou: Lord God, loving in Jeſus Chriſt, Re- 
Geemer of Mankind, who 1s the way, the truth; 
aid tne life, 1 humbly beg at thy hands, thar T may 
never wahder and go atftray from thee who art the 
Woy, nenher ar ary time to diſtruſt thy promiſes; 
1.9 wo ihe truth, and performett” whatever thon 
tolt pronfe : Thou arr Ecernal Life; more co be des 
fired thin 41y thing in Heaven” or in Farth; by rhee 
Ge have lcarncd the truc and direct way to Kternal 
$ilvariun ; thou didft inftrut and reach us readily 
how to believe, what to do, 'what to Hope, and in 
whom we ought to tyaft by thee, we 'haye learried 
how urhappy we are born throogh *our firſt Fathet 
Adam : by thce we are caught thar there + 'no hope 
of Salvation, except by faith in thee we take hold 
of our free Redemption and Adoption in Chrift. 
Thoa art the only 1:ghr, rhar fhineſt 'to all Crea- 
tures in the Deſert of this World, condnting them 
through the ignorance of rheir minds, fromthe E- 
gyptian darkneſs to that, Blefſed 'Larid,” which rhbu 
promiſeſt unco the meet, and futh 28" follow thee In 
humility. For in us was nothing but” utter darkneſs, 
who neither could diſcern our calzmity, neither know 
from whence to (eek the'remedy of our mifery. Thovy 
didſt enter into che' World in the ſhape of a ſervanr, 
and didft rake upon thee'opr nature, chat thy bright- 
neſs might diſperſe the cloud *of ignorance, that by 
thy precepts thou mighteft direU ovr feet.in the way 
of peace by the example of thy uſe m thy »umanicy, 
rhou did(t 11mit out 2 path tor us tro mortality, making 
ir eafie for us torread in by . thy Heavenly way : Res 
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becameſt thou unto us a way, that leadeth to life, 1n 
which left we ſhould be wearied, rhpu haft afiured 
us by thy promiſes, that in following thy footſteps 
there 1s an 1nherirance of Erernity prepared for us : 
therefore whilſt we are in this journey, be: thou a 
itaff rous, whereby we way be ſuſtained in all our 
waics: Ani by the comfort of thy Holy Spirit, re- 
pair our ſirengrhs, ro the end we may more willingly 
come unto thee : And as thou art made a way unto 
vs, {eclude all errour, become our truth, tzke away 
all difiruſt, and confirm eur faith 1a thee, 

And as thou art made life to us, revive us that are - 
d:ad in fin, by a lively knowledge of thee : For it 15 
Erernal Lite r9- know thee, Farher,' Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt, to be one true God, Vherefore I humbly 
beſcech 'thee, O molt merciful ' Father, to increaſe 
Faith in me, who am thy unworthy ſervant, left at. 
any time I waver 1n the Cceleſtial Dottrine : Increaſe 
o2edience in me, leſt I ſwerve from thy Precepts : 
Increaſe conſtancy, that walking in the ways, I ne- 
ver be allured by the inticeiments of Saran, nor 'ſe- 
duced by the terrours, but that I maay - perſevere {n 
thee who art the true way to Life Eternal! ' Increaſe 
my faith, that being pzrraker of thy Promiſes, I may 
never wax flow or dull in rhe ſtudy and practiſe of 
Godline(s, and that TI alwayes ſtrive and endeayour 
for more and more perfection | 

Increaſe thy grace in me, that hejng mortified -un- 
to my ſelf, I may ive and have my tnverfation 
with thee in Heaven, and be incouraged” by 'thy Ho 
ly Spirir, fearing nothing hut-thee, than whom rhere 
1s nothing more to be loved or feared, plorified, or 
mare to be rejoyced in, who art the true ploxy of all 
Saints ; In whom there 1s noth1og bur full and per- 
fect feliciry, ; 
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A Prayer for the Aſſiſtance of the 


No man can ſay that Jeſus us the Lord, but by the Holy 
Gbof, 1 Cor. 11. 3, 4. If ye that be evil, can give 
gool gifts unto your children ; how much more (hall 


defire him ? Luk, 11. 13. | 


O) Gracious Lord God, who didft ſend npon thy 

| Apoſtles, and others,” thy Holy Spirit, filling 
their hearts with Grace and Wiſdom 3, I humbly be- 
feech thee by thy unſpeakable mercy, that thou wilt 
youchſafe to fill my ſoul with thy Grace, and water 
my heart with the unſpeakable (weerneſs of thy love, 


an the Love of Jeſus Chriſt, thy moſt dearly B:loy- 


«d, 


.... _-  Senddown, Lord, thy Holy Spirit, ro guide me 
- .-* being ignorant, baniſh by his Light, che blackneſs of 
F fin through Chriſt Jeſus, by him refreſh my ſad and 


ſorrowful ſoul + There is neither wiſdom nor ſtrengrh 
wichout thee : Aid me therefore by that Holy Spirit, 
and I ſhall be able to ſhun the decens of Satan, and 


to withſland his power. 


Thou art not Ignorant, that I can do nothing of 
myſclf z extend thy favourable hand over me there- 
fore, and grant that I may forſake and utterly relinquiſh 
my ſelf. and fly unto thee. Mortifi: in me whatſo- 
ev.r 15 diſplealant unte thy Majeſty, that in all things 
thou mayſt conform me unto thy will, by thy Holy 
Spicic, that my life may be ever hercafter perfe in 
thy ſight. 

O Lord my God, look vpon me, thy miſerable 
creature, whoſe ſoul figherh after thee day and nighr, 
when ſh:1} I come and appear before thy preſence ? 
When ſhall I emer into that admirable place of thy 
Tabernacle, rhe Houſe of my God ? O comfort me 
with thy preſence, that I may taſte here, in this my 


mortal 
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mortal pilgrimage, the ſweetneſs of thy Glory, which 
ſhall continue for ever. O my God, ÞFlong to be de- 
livered from all Temptations. O External Fountain 
of Light, bring me back again to thy Ecernal good- 
neſs, by whom I am created, that I may know thy 
omniporency, even as I am known of thee, and may 
(o love thee; as I am loved by thee ; Thar I may ſee 
and enjoy thee in- the Society of all the Ele&, who. 
liveſt and reigneſt together with the Father, and the 


Son , and Trinity Uniry, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 


hs. 
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A Prayer for Sunday Morning, 


Thus ſaith the Lord : Take bred to yow ſoul, and beay” © © 
no burthen on the Sabbath day, nor bring it in by the 
Gates of Jeruſalem : Nether carry forth burthens out- 
of your bouſes on the Sabbath-day, nor do ye any works. 
but ſanftifie the Sabbath, as I commanded: your Fa- 
thers, Jer. 17. 21, 22. 


He that gathered flicks on the Sabbath-day was floned- t0- 
death, Numb. 15. 25, 35, 36+ | 


O Erernil God, and Heavenly Father, Þ extol'thine: 
infinite Goodneſs and Mercy, together. with chine- 
Eternal Wiſdom and Trurh,. who: haſt prote&ted me 
this night, and made me to reſt quietly and ſecurely 
by thy moſt holy and divine providedce : 1 humbly 
- beſeech thee of rhine infinire goodneſs, to prorte 
and govera me this day, by thy mighty hand, from 
all dangers both of Body and Soul : Give thy Holy 
Angels charge over me, to dirc& me in all my ways :. 


Drive my the deadly enemy, remove all offences of 
this World, mortific and kill in me all carnal luſts. 


and evil affeRions, thac they. may have no dominion 
over me 3 give me. a forrowful- heart ro bewail m 


wicked life, and comfort my ſoul by a lively aſſurance, _ / 
C 3 that. " 
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34 A Poor Mans Reſt. 
that thou haſt freely « fotpiven my ſins. 
Sanctifie me, O Father, this day, 'T humbly be- 
ſeech rhee with thine eſpecial Grace, that I may 
have decent carriage in my behaviour, true devotion 
in prayer, and reverent attention to hear thy, Hea- 
venly and Holy Word, and that thou wilt pleaſe to 
eve me underſtanding joyned with true devorion, 
to.obſerye, learn; arid imbrace/ſuch things as are ne- 
ceſſary th me for the confirining of my faith in Chriſt 
Jetas : Raiſe 'me'(O Lord) by the power of thy Re- 
lurrection from fin, and give me ſpiritual reſt in the 
Communion of Saints, that afterward I may keep 
che Everlaſting SabHach with -rhee 1n the Kingdom 
of: Heaven : Behold (O Lord) I knock at the door 
of thy mercy with. all (my power aud (firerigch, be- 
ſeeching th:e ro continue unto me the right uſe of 
all-my-fenſes and limbs; and: ſend thy Haly Spirit to. 
bear witacfs tro my Spirit, chat I am ehy Child, 'and 
ſhall be Heir of thy Glorious Kingdom, . chrough: the 
meries of Chriſt ſeſus our Loid : For whole ſake I 


humbly pray thee co grant all thoſe things that I have 


prayed for. and have need of. . Amen. ; +! 
"WD: hord increaſe rour:Bartha.' vn "= 
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A Prayer for the hearing 
* of Gods Word. 


\ Exernal,, moſt'Miph arid 'Mizhry God, veuchſafe;' 

"T humbly beſeeh c<e&&,'t5 enmhich my dark and 
dull nnderſtanding; that 1thy Wort! nay ener” into)! 
my foul; and he fo Feceived of me, as that ignoranec,s 
the Mother of diſoycdience being pur away, Heaven-- 
ly knowledge may enter in, and we os reſt and 
abiding! in me : Give power, O Lord, tothe ſeed of 
Truth, thar 'being fown in my heatr; It pee + oy 
deep root, and bring forth to'rhe comfort bf m yo 


fixty, an hundred, yea, a chonſand fold”; 


— _— 
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Spirit ſo guide the lips of this thy Miniſter, and 
Preacher, as that he deliver nothing hut the Word 
of life, wich ſuch ſincerity and boldneſs, as neither 
fear nor affe&tion may hinder the ſame, that we thy 
flock may fructifie and increaſe our knowledge in 
Faith thereby, and more and more defire to feed ar 
the Table of thy Word, and be filled : Open my 
heart as thou didſt Lidia's, that I may attend with 
diligence to the Preaching of thy Word. Send 
forth {tore of Labourers (O good Lord) into thy 
harveſt, which by their careful pains, and fairhful 
endeavours, may gather the dilperſed ſheaves of thy 
Church, into the Coeleſtial Barn ; and baniſh from 
this wholſome work, all ſuch as are notſent from thee, 
and come not truly ro edifice, but rather to reap their 
own pain, making as 1t were Merchandiſe of thy Ho- 
\ ly Word, teaching inſtead of Truth, the traditions - 
'ot men. Lord vouchſafe grace unto the Lips of 
thoſe that are now prepared to declare thy will, and - 
grace unto our hearts, char are preſent to hear it, . 
rhat they by- teaching truly, and we by following ef- 
feftually, may through Chriſt obtain of thee Remil- - 
ſton of, our ſins paſt, Light inſtead of Darkneſs, 
peace for trouble, and ' Heavenly happineſs. in ſtead. 
of worldly feliciry, that taſting rhe ſweerneſs' of: Coe» 
leſtial comforc 3 we may deſpiſe Terreſtrial,” and af- - 
ter this life ended, enjoy the perfe& joyes of Erer- - 
nal felicity, through Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour and Res- . 
fgenner. 211-27 | 
0'Lord increaſe our Faith. 
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A Prayer after the Preaching 0 
T rh holy word. g 4 


B.eſſed art they.that hear the Word of God and hetp it, 


The hearers of thi Law are not righteous, but the doers of 


the Law ſhall be juflified, Rom. 2.13. 
Be ye doers of the Word, and not heavers only, decerving 
your own ſetves, Jam. 1. 22. 


O) feavenly Father, and moſt merciful God, ſee- 

ing that we have now received the bene fit of 
the hearing of thy heavenly and holy word by the 
mouth of thy Miniſters, the fruits n Oh do tend 
to the perfeRion of a godly life, in Chriſt our Lord, 
vouchſafe, O good Father, we humbly beſeech thee, 


. to imprint in our hearts the gladſome and moft com- 


fortable tidings, which we have heard and received 
this day of thee, by the mouth of thy Miniſter : 


 And:grant that in Faith unfejgned, we may lay u 


the ſame in underftanding, and remembrance, le 
that forgetting the ſame, and neglefing the exerciſe 
of a godly life, we be taken away, as Trees that bear 
no Fruit, and (0 be caft into the Fire : Therefore 
we moſt humbly pray and beſeech thee, that rhou 
wouldſt ſend us thy holy Spirit the Comforter, which 
may retatn the good tidings of the Goſpel in our 
hearts, whereby we way appear as Trees. benring 
good fruits, md ſo be preſerved until the coming o 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who will then receive us, and 
give us the Inheritance which he hath purchaſed 
r as many as believe in his moſt holy word. Amen. 
0 Lord ancreaſe our Faith. | 


o 
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A Prayer for the Sabbath- 
day at night. 


O Everlaſting and merciful God, 1 give thee thanks 

from the bottom of my heart, thatof thy mercy 
thou haſt nouriſhed and preſerved me by thy Divine 
power, and governed me by thy Word and Holy.Spt- 
rit this day, and all this week : yea, and ar-al) other 
times of my life proteed me by thy Power and 
Providence : And E moſt humbly befeech thee for 
the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, to cover and bury all my 
miſdeeds, which heretofore 1] have commitred in 
thoughr, word, and deed, againſt thy Divine Maje- 
ſty, mthe death of thy Son. 


Forgive (O Lord) the evil that I have.commirtedy_ 


ſupply che good which I have omirted, ſupply the 


= which I have loſt, heal my ſores, wg 


Ichineſs, lighten my darknefs, and alcer the wh 


good purpoſes in me, nor any thing lurk inme, w 
may offend thee. 


which I have received this day, whih the dew of thy 


Grace, that with ſound judgment, and godly devo» . 


tion, I may | ngooo ſuch things as are pleaſing to thy 
Divine Majeſty, and that my heart being alwayes obe- 
dient to thy Commandements, I may paſs my-time 
In peace, through thy protetion. O L ord, 'ſtrexch 


our thy hand over me, and of thy accuſiomed gaad- - 


neſs, defend ine this night, and keep me from fear 
ful and wicked dreams, unproficable cares, idle-Go- 
gitarions, and outward Violence. Compaſs” me: #> 
bout on every fide with thy Grace, that when t ſhaK 


either rake care for things of this life,” or: carefully _ 


ſeek for thoſe things which apperrain unto the: K 


dom of. Heaven, T may hear the voice of thy Holy 


Spirit, ſounding 1n my heart, fromthe month of the 
Apolile, The Lord ſhall reljeve thee in «lp thy neceſſi- 
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ſtare of my mind, that nothing may be wanting w9- 
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Water (O Lord) the ſeed of thy Holy Word, 
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eres, and yield thee a Crown of Eternal Cory with Chvi(l, 
his Beloved zn the Heavens. Grant (O £0xd) this and 


all other graces meet forme, eyen for Jeſus Chriſts 


fake, my only Lord and Saviour. Amen. 
0 Lord increaſe my Faith, ' 


A Prayer to be ſaid before a man 
begins hs Labokr, or enters into the 
execution of any Profeſſion. 


: ONoipotent God, and moſt merciful Father, ſince 


—* thou haſt commanded that all Humane Creatures 
ſhall labour and eat their Bread in the ſweat of their 
brows, while they abide in this life 3- and yet ſeeing 


- Bo Man can 1:roſper without rhy bleſſing, or receive 


any good ſucceſs in his affairs, we humbly beſeech 
thee, - that thou wouldfi bleſs our labours in ſuch ſorr, 


- as thereby we may have juſt occaſion to confeſs thy 


goodneſs, affiſtance, and fatherly care which thau 
takeit of us. | 
'.Lerithy holy Spirit (O Lord) be our guide, tothe 
end we may faithrully exerciſe the works of our e- 
ſtate 2nd Vocation; without any fraud or deceit; and 
giveusgrace' rather to regard the following of thine 
ordinance than to fatisfie the appetite of our own 
finful fleſh, which covets to enrich 1t (elf by any 
means wharſoever. | 

| Hevertheleſs,. if it be thy plealure- to ble: and 
praſper our eadeavours, grant us alſo: cheerful difpo- 
Hrjons to help and relieve ſuch as are in diſtreſs,: ac- 
cording, to the Talents beſtowed / upon . us. And ler 
us keep within the bounds of hunulity, and: puffing 
our ſelves up above the poor and needy, by thar 


which we enjoy by thy bounty and goodnefs.. But- 
if thy good pleaſure be ſo to deal With us,” as: to: a». 


baſe and impoveriſh us. far beyond /thar whichiour 
weak Nature can. bear, yet youchſafe to inrich us, 
wit 
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with: cleaving faithfully: ro thy promiſes, whereby 
we ſhall no way fall into diſtruſt, but rather' be more: 
certainly affured rhar-thou. wilt never forſake us'in 
the extremity of our wants and calamities: ; enable 
us to perform truly the duties of our Callings : Giye 
us the vſe of all our Limbs and Senſes, witch an hole. 
endeavour to perform our Callings, and patience to 
attend thy leaſure, to repleniſh us both with rempo- 
ral and ſpiritual comforts, receiving thereby daily 
new occaſion to give thee praife and thanks, and ro 
expe& all, things from rhee: Hear us, O Father of 
Mercy, for thy dear Son Chriſt Jeſus ſake, our Lord 
and Saviour. Amen. 

O Lord increaſe our Faith, and bleſs our labouts. 


þ T— 
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A Thanksgiving or Prayer, to be 


uſed after a mans labour ts finiſhed. ZI 


%. s, 


O M oft Gracious Lord God, I yield unto theehears- . 
ty. thanks, becauſe thou haſt preſerved me.fram 
imminenrand infinite dangers, which mighr others 
wiſe have hapned ro oppreſs and urterly overthrow 
me; if ithou Lord: hadſt mor c2retully regarded, and: 
kept me. from many [1nconveniences. Wherefore 
now, O- moſt loving Father, I humbly entreat and 
beſeech thee for Jeſus Chriſts {ake, to pardon all the 
faults wherein I have: offended thee in the time of / 
my laboar, or otherwiſe :.Corre&. me noriin thing 
anper ,-:nor- puniſh !me. in: rhy:: heavy: diſplealure-z 
Work in me>fo by: the power»of + thy i Haly : Spirit, 
that henceforth I'may wall -4n greater integricy, an 
carefully perform thoſe duties which are : required in 
my Vocation and Calling,.to the end; rhat though I 
labour with. my body, yer in Spirit I may be ted by 
thy Spirit, to love, ſerve, and glorifie thy Name-in 


all: my doings, words, and thoughts. 5 
| | REES _ Dire& 
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DireQ and guide me by rhy Holy Word, in all 
truch and honeſt Converſation among men , never 
ſwerving from thy Commandments, that in the end 
I may atrain Everlaſting Life ; through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord and only Saviour. Amen. 


> Lord, evermore increaſe, and confirm my faith in 


thee. 


——— 
n—_——_— 
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A general confeſſion of ſins, and of 


the vanities of carnal delights. 


1f we acknowledg our fins, God us faithful and jul to 
forgive us our ſins, and to cleanſe us from all unrigh- 
teouſneſs. If we ſay we have not finned ,, we make 
him a lyar, and his word was not in us, 1 John :. 
O God Almighty, and wok ps. Father, the foun- 
rain of all Comfort and Confolarion, I confels a- 
gainſt my ſelf, as evermore I have done, that I have 
grievouſly offended thee by my manifold tran{greffi- 
ons, and have thereby drawn down a moſt heavy 
weight of thy unſupportable Judgments upon me; 
under rhe burthen whereof I cannor: bur faint and: 
fall, unleſs thou fer to thy helping hand of Mercy in 
Jeſus Chriſt ro ſupport me : For (good Father) Iam 
weak and cannot bear thy diſpleaſure; I am igno- 
rant and know nor which way to turn'me, unleſs thou 
point out the way unto me by: thy Holy Spirit, di- 
reding me within, as the. Word /reacheth me, with» 


put. © For it 15 not every- one rhat heareth, that un-. 


derſtandeth 3 nor everyone that underſtandeth, thar 
can praiſe and perform what chou commandeſ} : 
For who ſo 1s not guided by a better Line than. that 
of Fleſh and Blood, miſtakerh the: right path, and 


treaderh the way ot Vanley. whoſe end is. death : 
{we 


Yer, for the time 1t is moi {weet and pleaſing ro the 


ourward man, the man unſanRified and unregene- 


Lord) and Ignorant, whom thou guideſt not in t Wy 
way. And this hath been my fooliſhneſs, and my m1{- 
concelt of the ſeveral eſtares of men in this life, even 
unto this day. Bur having now found by due tryal and 
experience, the foolifhne(s of ſuch as put their de- 
light in theſe tranſitory, fickle and uncertain Vant- 
ties; I do diſclaim all confidence in them, and do 
hearaly and moſt unfeignedly abhor and deteſt the 
deceiving Baits of Temporal and Carnal delights, and 
do wholly betake me unto the ſweet ſaving SanQuary 
of thy Wiſdom and Providence ; wherein, howſo- 
ever the Worldly-minded do contrarily judge, is tru- 
eſt ſafety, happineſs and ſecurity : For therein, dear 
Facher, 1s the true feeling and founded hope of Fu- 
rure Eternal Felicity : Thy Wiſdom, O Father, is 
the Wiſdom of the Spirir, rhe Spirit the San&ifer 
of che ſoul, the Mind and AﬀeRions, which being 
ſanQifred, begerreth true fear of thee, and that fear is 
the beginning of that cred wiſdom which guiderh 
and governech the whoſe mania the bleſſed way, the 
way tolife, even unto Chriſt himſelf, who 15 the way, 
the Truth and the Life. 
0 Lord increaſe owr Faith. 


_— 
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A Prayer for Humiliation and ſorrow 
after ſin committed, | 


O Lord my God, and moſt loving Father in Jeſus 
Chriſt, I confeſs and acknowledg rhat mine of- 
fences are increaſed, and my ſins grown up ta the 
| Heavens, 


—_—_— 
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Heavens, that I am aſhamed to lift up mine eyes to 
thee, admiring at thy infinire mercy in forbearing ro 
puniſh me, knowing that Tam worthy ro He ſwallow- 
ed up, or (wept away with ſome extraordinary and 
fudden judgmmeng. And now (0 Lord) eſpecially 
having {vo profly ſinned againſtthee, and done fo prear 
evil in thy fight : How have I (vile wretch that T am) 
wounded mine own conſcience : How have T laid my 
felf open to the malice and envie of the Devil : Whar 
a diſgrace and Nlander have I brought upon my profeſ- 
ſion ? Wharanoffe- c< 2nd ſcandal have I given unto 
orners ? Whar a joy will rhis be to che wicked, rhar 
they have now by me gorren ſomething to ſperk evil 
cf ? But (above all, O Lord) how have I diſhenoured 
thee, whoſe favours have bten ſo many, and fo innu- 
merable towards me? I know not how to expreſs my 
dereſtab!e fins; and rhe hainous and hideous natures 
of them, when I think upon thy patt-nce, upon the 


. means of prace which thou haft afforded me, upon 


the light o knowledg which thou haſt given me, up- 
on the, good imnotions which thou haſt' from time to 
time ſtirred up in me, upon that profeſſion which I 
make, upon the ſundry vows and promiſes of better 
obediznce, with which I have linked my fclf unto chy 
Majefty, upon the divers admonittons (which by thy 
Providence I know hath been uſed ro me by thy Ser- 
vants, purpoſely to preyznt and ftop this evil in me) 
merhinketh Tmay call it rebellion, which 1s as the fin 
of witchcraft) or preſumption in the, higheſt degree. 
O Lord, I ſee my fins, and know them ro be exceed- 
ing great : Nevertheleſs, 1 cannot ſo lament them, 
grieve for them, fo deteſt, avd abhor them as I ſhould. 
Strike (O gracious God) ftrike I beſeech tee, my 
flinty heart, make it even 10 melt within me at the 
ſight of mine own tranſgreffions 3 Sertle in 1t thar 
Godly ſorrow which .cauſcth Repentance unto Salva- 
tion. Humble my ſoul under thy mighty hand, and 
ſuffer me not to freez in the dregs of mine own cor- 


ruption ; Make my head full of water, and mine 
eycs 
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eves a Fountain of Tears, which may run down like 
a River day and night. O let we take ro reft, nor 
ſuffer the Appte of inine Eye to ceaſe : Cauie me to 
p2ur out my heart like water before thy Face that I 
may by all means reftifie rhe unfcron;d grickt of my 
foul, rhar T have f difpteaſed thee. And grant (O 
Lord) that I may nor ſorrow ſo invch, b<cauſe, of Hell 
ad Condemnation, which I have made to be due ro 
me, bur that my chief vexation may he :o think how 
I have abuſed thy Mercy, and requited thy exceedivg 
love with fo foul a treſpaſs. Witha! (moſt merciful 
God) ſetihg rhere is mercy with rhee, and rhar thou 
defireft nor the dÞath'df # finer, bur rather tht he 
ſhould tera (from his wickedn-fs and hve}; giveme 
leave tobbevme a ſairer unco thy grace, not 10 mine 
own name, bur jn the name of thy deareſt Son, the 
only Mediator, and Inrerceſlor of his choſen, I moſt 


humbly beſeech thee, for his ſake to have mercy up-. 


on tne, O Lord; one drop of this moſt prectous blood 
ſhall  hreter'y, Medicine to cure my running ſore : 
His ſtripes and wounds are of an healing nature: -'O 
ther I pray thee} purge me clean from mine iniquity, 
and according to the multitude of thy mercies,, wipe 
away all my uncleanneſs : Ler the apprehenſion of 
my fin be tempcied with comfortable application of 
thy mercy, that I may hold an even courſe berwigr 
fearleſs ſecurity, arid" fajrhlels deſpair, beholding ar 
oncebork my: yilenefs to humble me, and the riches 
of thy Grace ro teritw me. And (Lord) permit me 
not, Thuirſbly prafthee, to chink'ir ({fficient thar T 
have once made ſome ſhew of humiliation, and for- 
row for my fanlrs, bur: grant that I may endeavour my 
ſelf 1n the performance of rheſe duries, and may 
every day renew ant increaſe, my repentance with a 
deep deteftationof my fins, 'and with a feryent de- 
fire more and more earneſily ſtrive to be renewed in 
the ſpirit of my mind, 'thar being ſo cleanſed from all 
flrhineſs both of Fleſh and Spirit, 7 may attain unto 


, 


perfett holineſs in rhy fear, through our Lord Jeſus; - 


in 
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| and for whoſe fake thou haſt promiſed to deny no- 


—— 
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In whoſe name I commend unto thee my Petitions, 


thing to thy ſervant. Sobe it. Amen. 
0 Lord increaſe my Faith. 


—_— 


A Preparation to the Receiving of the 
Holy Communion of the Body and Blood 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 


D 4 M, the firſt man was forbidden to eat of 

one Fruit, which was fore-ſhewed to be mor- 

tal, and he did haſten to eatthereof, We the Chil- 

dren of the ſecond Adam, are commanded to eat of 

the lively and ſaving Fruir, the Bedy and Blood of 

Chriſt to our Salvation; yer how ſlack are we to pre- 
pare us thereunto, and to partake thereof ? 

The firſt ſtep therefore of truc preparation there- 

unto, 1s to ſearch the Scriptures, which reach the 


| Miſtery of this Holy Communion, and the inſticution 


of the ſame, as alſothe ſignificarion of the ourward 


_ figns, which are Bread and Wine ; the things figni- 


ied, the Body and Blood of Chriſt ſhed for all Be- 
lievers : The end of the receiviug whereof, 1s to re- 
tain the remembrance of the Death and Paſſion of 
Chriſt, whichhe ſuffered for our fns. 

By the trne receiving of this Sacrament, we arc 
united nnto che Love of God, in and by the death 
of Chriſt, the ſecond Adan, veing ſeparated from 
him by the fall of the firſt, we are tmede Heirs by A- 
doprion of Eternal Salvation, in and by, and with 
Chriſt, which we loſt in and by Adam. 

The true receiving of this Bleſſed Sacrament, muſt 
be in ſincerity, with a repentanc heart, and Faith un- 
feigned. 

And becauſc it is not provided for fingers (who 
coming thereunro unworthily, receive their awn dam- 
nation) we muſt before we repair thereumto, cleanſe 
our 
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our ſouls from all fin, which cannot be Jone withour 
diving into our own ſouls, wich an 1mpartijal ſearch, 
to find out our fins. 

Therefore faich the Apoſtle, Let a man try and ex- 
a himſelf, before he preſume to come to bis Holy Ta- 

le, Vc. 

Ir is not fir that we ſhould come to this Holy Ban- 
quet abruptly, as men do to their ordinary Feaſt, 
where they Phariſaically and Ceremonſouſly will waſh 
their hands before they eat ; bur to this moſt Holy 
Supper, we are not to come without inward waſhing 
of the ſoul from fin; for if unwaſht hands prophane 
the meat for the Belly, how much more an unwaſhe 
heart, this ſacred Sacrament, the food of the ſoul ? 
Inward examination, imparrial aceuſation, and an ab- 
ſolute condemnation of our ſclves for ſing. is the beſt 
preparation to this Holy Table. 

For he that lobketh into, and cxamineth the hid- 
den prophaneneſs Jurking in the hear, cannot, bur 
(upon due view of the ſame) accuſe himſelf of deep 
diſobedience to God, which deſerverh death. 

Finding this, he cannot but judge himſelf worth 
to be rejeRed from the Communion of Saints, and fo 
condemn himſelf, that he be not condemned of the 
Lord : For he that conſeſſeth his ſins ro God, cover- 
eth them : And he that covereth to hide them, in» 
creaſeth them. Therefore the Apoſile willeth all men 
to Try and examine themſelves, which importeth repen- 
rance, and ſo ro eat. 

This Caveat is no inhibition, but a terrifying of the 
ſoul; not to prefume to come ro this Holy Table, with- 
out purification and ſanQification. | 

Herein doth the Lord Jeſus diſcover his wonderful 
love towards us, who before he invites us to come to 
this Table to eat, doth inftrut us how we ſhould 
come, and how we ſhould feed. He lays not his Ta- 
ble ro ſnare us, as _— did Amnon ; and yet for- 
warns us, that there is danger in receiving it, name- 
ly, with polluted hands, with hands full of _ 


% 
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and Extortion, z to take ic with lips defiled with bla(- 
phciny, curſing, and 1ying, to pur it into a Stomach 
gorged with drunkenneſs and pluttony, and with a 
heart-making no difference of the Lords Body. 

We muſt rherefore lay aftide all our old fins, and 
put on the New man, a Righteous, a Holy and Chri- 
{tian Cogverſation and Diſpoſition. We muſt be 
Holy and Heavenly minded tawards God,.,. we muſt 
be loving to our Neighbours, flow;in-.taking advanta- 
ges,, Or, revenging. wrongs 3; We mutt, be lowly and 
little in our, own eyes .jueck and; ſober 1n; ali ouracti- 
ONS. Fo rt ind} 1001 9 
© And becauſe things of ſo wonderfol value are here 
exhibited and: offered ro the wortly, -Recetvers, we 
muſt contider., who we are,.. how we ,4i< cleanſed of 
our ſpiritual! Leproſie, .; before ;we pretume; into _the 
Company of rhe Saiars ro Communicatey ;1 We: muſt 
conſider well, whether wpon- Tryal mate, as afore is 
faitd, we can allure our ſelves that we are of cthe-num- 
ber of thote, ro »hom- theſe holy things: do apper- 
tain. For whoto 1s prophane in his perfon, -and an 
unſanctified Creature, Ler him forbear t come unto 
this Holy Table, and let him firſt uſe/rhe means of 
beter Ajlurance ; Namely, -Repeptance fur- his' fins, 
amendmcur-ot. his corrupriand finful-life ;- Ler! kim 
uſe often zealous Prayer.to God, for reniſion .of his 


qmiſſions and tranſgreſſions : Letyhim crave the aſſiſt 
ance of his Holy Spirit to affiſt him in the beating 


down, and mortifying fin in him, and that his hearc 
and CanfIrnce may be .{an&ified. ; And when the is 
ckanſed, ler him: ihew hun(elf 40;the Prieft; - his Pa- 
ſtor, and let him take knowledg by his. outward-, con- 
feffion of his inward contrition, not-by-patiiqularrzin 

of his fins, .butby manifeſting bis Repentance 3 An 

then in all reyerence, let him come-to this Holy Ta- 
ble, Ict him ear the Eread, and &rink- the-Blood of 


' thar Lambthat taketh away his fins, and will preſent 


him. pure unto the Lord, 


The 
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The Lords Eye is pure, and can abide n0 Whckedneſs. 
The Sacrament 1s Holy, rouch it'not raſhly. If thou - 
ave not onthe Wedding Garment of Sincerity, c:me 
not, the Lord will find thee out, and thruſt thee forch 
of his preſence, among the unbelievers, whoſe por- 
tion ſhall be with the Devil and his Angels. 

Let us therefore ſearch and examine our ways, let 
us lift up-our hands with our hearts unto God 1n the 
- eavens, and feed on this Holy Myſtery, the life.of 
our ſouls, in remembrance of Chrifts death, .untl His 
ſecond coming. | 

O Lord increaſe our Faith. 


A Prayer to be ſaid at the Receiving 
of the Holy Communion. 

O#q_ moſt Graciors Lord God, merciful and loving 
Father in Jeſus Chriſt my Redeemer, in whom 
thou art alſo my Father by: Adoption, in, and by thy 
Son : My foul,  Q Lord, , which was-Joſt in Adam, 
bought and redeemed by the Peath-and Paſſion of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, doth earn=ſily long, and; entirely delire ro 
be more and more alijured; that 1 am fully and really 
united unto thee again in him, and therefore I do 
hunger and'thirſt co partake of thoſe means, where- 
by thar ſweet and precious union may be confirmed in 
me--: Increaſe my knowledg mare and: more: of thy 
ſaving Truth, revealed unto us in thy, Word, and 1n- 
creaſe my faith to believe -what thou- haſt tanghr, for 
our falvation : Let me rake perfe& and aſſured hold 
of my Regeneration wrought in me by Baptiſm, the 
Seal of thy promiſe ſet upon me, when I knew not 
thy Law, whercon as I promiſed to forſake fin, and 
cleave unto Righteouſneſs : So ( Lord) let the opera- 
tion of thy Holy Spirit then promiſed work in my 
ſoul a true deteſtation of: the works/bf darkneſs, and 
love unfeigned to thy Cceleſtial and Divine light. an 
or 
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for that thou in Chriſt haſt lefr unto us a ſecond Seal 
of thy love, and our Adoption, the Sacrament of 
tlie Body and Blood of that immaculate Lamb, who 
ſor a remembrance of his death, and our free Adop- 
tion by him, inſtiruted the ſame at his laſt Supper 
with his Diſciples, and commanded thy Saints diſ- 
perfed through the World, through all Generations at 
this day, and for ever, tothe end of the Work, to 
Communicate of this Holy Sacrament, in commemo- 
ration of that high and moſt prevailing Sacrifice, the 
offering of thy Son upon the Croſs for our Redemp- 
tion and Aronement with thee. And therefore, moſt 
loving Father, I come In the Name of him, thy Son, 
not of my ſelf preſuming, bur in all humbleneſs 
rhrough his merits, untothis Holy Table, to partake 
with the reſt of thy Saints by Adoption, here at this 
time gathered together, of this Holy and Heavenly 
Banquet, humbly Y.egging at thy hands for his ſake, 
that it may pleaſe thee ro prepare my heart, which 
of ir ſelf is notonly dull, bur prophane : Teach me, 
being of my ſelf not only ignorant of that ſacred My- 
ſtery, bur-roo much koo'ving in fin + Sanfifie me 
by thy Holy Spirit, who of my ſelf am not only cor- 
rupt, bur wholly prone to evi] evermore, and conſe- 
quently unworthy to eatat this Holy Table, to partake 
of thy love ſounſpeakable : Oh forgive me Father, 
and in thy Chriſt here repreſented unto us 3 ingraft 
in me alively aſſurance that my fins are done away 
by his Blood : Give me faith -o belteve''in him, who 
by Faith is made ours, and we in him, thine by Adop- 
tion, ele&ed even of thy free mercy, and made Heirs 
wich Chriſt Jeſus of Eternal Glory : 'Whereof this 
Holy Myſtery is the moſt aſſured-pledge : O make me 
a worthy partaker of (o preciousa benefir, . 
And for that finners, Lord, are not admitted to 
this ſacred Banquet of ſaving food, where ſhall T ap» 
pear, whoſe ſins drew down from Heaven him whom 
thou moſt dearly lovedſt, and betrayed him ro the 
Croſs ? How then ſhall I preſume to appear in this 


np wt. 
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Joly Aſſembly, appointed for the Saints only : A Ta- 
le of SanFiry, whereof none partake, bur ſuch as 
re free from fin? Who then ( Lord) dare preſume 
o eat of this Bread, or to drink of this Cup? Only 
hoſe whom thou haſt called, who rhough ſinners by 
nature, Yyet are they thy Children by Grace, and ſo 
heir ſins are not impured unto them, for whom Chriſt 
by his death hath ſarisfied (apprehended by faith,ſhew- 
ed forth in newneſs of life) and wrought in vs by his 
righreouſneſs, in whoſe Name accept me (good Fa- 
ther) and let the Garment of his innocency cover my 
ſins, and ſolet me come to this Holy Table. Andas 
a new man, ſhaped in Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, ler 
me evermore henceforth walk before thee, anc! more 
delight in thy Commandmears than in any, or in all 
worldly things : Let\me by thy power be por erful 
over Satan : Let his inſ\igations never prevail in me, 
and let all corrupt affe&ions die In me, and let me. 
wholly die to fin, and live to righteouſnels and true 
Holineſs. 

And for that I live among men. of divers diſpoſiti- 
ons, give me grace to love all, but to covet rocon- 
verſe only with ſuch as are thine, as near as I may -: 
To revenge me of none, but to forgive all wrong and 
injuries, and fo far to forger them, as I may ſtudy and 
endeavour to do good unto all, eſpecially ro ſuch as 
are of the Communion of Saints. And enlighten my 
underſtanding\ more and more, that I may ſee and con- 
ſider alwayes mine own weakneſs, wants and imper- 
fe&ions, that I may ſo much rhe more bear with 0- 
rhers, by how much I cannor but confeſs, I come far 
ſhort of my duty to thee 3 Who ſo offendeth thee 
moſt, I offend thee much more. And therefore, 
good Father, frame in my heart love unfeigncd, true 
parience, and lively obedience. Leave me nor cither 
to the dulneſs, perverſneſs, or pride of mine own . 
Nature, or to mine own corrupt will : Make me lit- 
tle and lowly in mine own<yes, and give me humble. 
neſs of ſpirit, and endue me with all Heavenly verrues, 
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thac I may reſemble my firſt Eftate of lunycency, and 

ler my preſent Eftare of Grace, come near to reſein- 

ble thy deareſt Children, yea thy (cli, who as thou 

forgaveſt us in him, that was Lord of all, and for us 

became as a ſervant, and by his Blood waſhed away 
c 
n 
T 


our fins, offcring his moſt innocent Body a Sacrifice 
for our fins, whoſe rent Body and ſpilr Blood being 
here repreſented unto.us by Bread and Wine; I do 
moſt humbly pray thee, that we may be accepred wor- 
thy Receivers of his true Body and Blood ſignified 
thereby, and that we may feel even inſtantly, a re-, 4 
newing of our minds, our hearts ro be changed from 
all corrupt affe&ions, and our ſovls ſwallowed up with 
the due contemplarion of this moſt ſ-cred Myſtery, 
wherein thou piveſt us nor only thy viſible Creatures 
of Bread and Wine, to refreſh our weak bodics, but 
thy own Son, to ſive our ſouls and bodics. Oh who 
1s worthy to open the Book of this ſo high, and fo Ec 
Heavenly a Myftery.? Not the worldly wiſe, nor the | p 
greatly Learned, nor the moſt glorious 1n the world; Ne 
only the poor 1a ſpirir, the humble and meek, ſuch F,, 
as truly hut:g-r and thirſt f' r their Salvation in and by fg 
Chriſt : They only Aſk, Seek and Knock, they re- 
p ccive knowledge and find mercy: And they are ac- 
cepred into this Heavenly Soctety, ſceing ver but tn 
| parr, knowing yet but jn part, feeling yet but in par!, 
receiving bu» 1n parr, plorying bur in part, and «here 
they yer praiſe thee, they praiſe thee bur in part. But ,. 
rhou haſt promiſcd rhat we parraking of thee in this 
life, aft: r this life we ſhall fully enjoy thee, in and F,j 
by Chriſt in the Heavens, to our everlafling comfort, Ft, 
F ro our ineſtimable Glory, and endleſs praiſing thee in 

him, whom here we ſee by the eyes of our ſouls in Ic 
fairh; on whom we depend 1n fajth, and of whom Jr 
we here partake in faich, which fajrh (O Lord) in» I, 
\creaſc more and more for cycr 1n'us all, Amen | Ins 
: | », (th 


TO i 4 Thanks |, 


A Tharnksgiving, after the receiving : 
of the idoly Communion, | 


Eſus Chriſt our true Soveraign and Erernal Sacri- 
) fice, chou art ſeared art the right hand of God, up- | 
cn-the. Throne of Majcſty.in Heaven, having the ad- 
miuitiration of all Goodne(s ro come, and of thetrue 
Tavxrnacle which 1s not made by hands. 

Thou cntredſt once (by ti.y precious Blood) into 
the holy places, and haſt obtained for us Eternal Re- 
dempricn, by ſacrificing thy fclf unto thy Father, to 
cleanſe our Conſciences from ail dead works, to the 
end we might ſerve the living God. 

We give th<e thanks with all our hearts, becauſe by 
v, 1 ing obcdienceto thy Farther, thou didſt ſuffer a 
mot! 123rominious death on the Croſs, for us poor, mi- 
ſera 1c and wretct <d {;nners, and haſt jnfinuted this 
Blci.cd Sacrar cnt of an Eternal Mcmory of thy 
fair! fulriels, and favour mm our behalf, leaving it hke- 
wiſe as anearnett- penny, Seal, or Teſtuncny, for the ; 
Remiſfion of our tins. | | L 

LThewu haſt c:licsi ard brought us to the Communion, 
of this wengdertul feeling, to..the end that we might 
retreſh cur burgry. fouls, langutſhing and thicfiing af- 
tcr hite everlatiing. 

O Lord my God, great 1s thy love, thy Mercy in- 
exprethible, and thy Grace Ir:comprehenſivle. Thou 
ceipiſeſt no. perſon caming to this Bar.quer, excepr 
buy exclude. tlicnſ{clves, or Intrude thither unvwor- 
thi] . "Ns . 

it any one dokunger and titirft, here he js 'ully 
ſarisf d : Such as arc 1n neceflirv, may here find the 
Riches and Tiealures of Life : The deſolate here p 
meet with con fort, the fick here find Phyſick, and 4 
Health for ch- ir ſouls : Such as are overladen' with 
ſthcir {,0s. are here d1sburdered in their Confcicncesy 
andothers wl:tch are aſiailed by Death, do here meer 
with life that. cannor be moleſted, Help us then, O A 
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. pray dayly ro be ſtrengrhened again} rhe ſame ; For 
1f the Devil ſpared not tro tempr Chriſt, Marth. 4. 1. 


A Poor Mans eſt. 
good God, that this Blciſed Sacrament, which we 
have received, may avail us to our Salvation : And 
that hereafter, we may attainthe fulneſs of our hope, 
without any wavering, becauſe t! ou art faithful in all 
thy Promiſes, and let us care one for another : Give 
us grace to love all, but covet only the focie'y of ſuch 
as either may ſtir us up more and more to Godlineſs, 
or that we may win them to more knowledg of, and 
obedience to thee, and that we may 1n holy and hea- 
venly union often aſſemble our ſelves at this holy and 
ſacred Banquet, comforting one another in thee, hope- 
fully looking for thy bleſſed appearance 1n the Clouds, 
ſor our tull and final Redemption. Amen. 

Lord, increaſe our Faith, and renew a right ſpirit 

within us. 


A Motive ta the Prayer following, 


ag ainft Temptation. 


| rn” no man 15 free from temptation, it is 
a neceſſary exerciſe for the children of God to 


3. Mart 1. 12, 13. he cannot bur rempt us. And 
as he began with Chriſt, knowing him ro have long 
faſted, and deemed him ſo defirous to eat, as he would 
have done any thing to have had bread, as Eſau long- 
ed for his Brothers Portage. And as he himſelf in 
rhe beginning fell by Ambition and vain Glory, he 
thought it had been the humour of Chriſt likewiſe, 
ro defire terrene Glory : According therefore to theſe 
two occaſions he tempred Chriſt, to accept of bo-.h, 
or either of th-m. But he had no advantage againſt 
Chriſt : Bur fifrech and tindeth man of another in- 
clination, wholly and altogether corrupt, and ſo prone 
naturally to fin, as there reſteth 1 all men ſome pe- 
culiar humour, and a kind of private and command- 
; wg 


ing ſin, which ſo far commonly over-ruleth the af” 
fetions, as whenſoty 1r offercth it. ſelf, it eaſily 
draweth conſent even ui the whole man ; As Nabals 
covetouſneſs whom the rich do imitate, who although 
they might be free from all other fins (as they cannor 
be) it were ſufficient ro condemn them : Some are 
wholly o7ercome, and make drunkenneſs their whole 
deli;hr, ſome bribery and extortion, ſome whore- 
- | dom, ſome wamonneſs. And theſe and ſuch like fins, 
d are as it were the Bayliffs and Stewards of the Hou- 
- © {cs of mens hearts; which who ſo 1mbraceih, and 
3, & holdeth them ſo dear, as he will not endeavour to be 

freed of them, 1s nor the Child of God, And there- 
it Þ forc this Prayer following may be uſed of all men to 

that end, although he would be aſhamed to confeſs 

it heforc men. God already knowing it, his confeſli- 
- | 01 to him ſhall more and more make way for repen- 

tance, and obtain ſtrength to refiſt the Devil 1n his 

remPtation, who obſerving our inclination, bending 

his rempratzons accordingly, and having wone bur the 

outerward of our hearts at the firft, a bare conſent, 
is | he then will viſit ofcner, until ke have made cuftom 
o | ſo ſtrong, as it becometh an habit, or as it were ano- 
xr | ther nature : So that a man may as well indvre the 
r. | plucking out of his eyes, as the ſhaking off that ac- 
d4| cuſtomed fin. And therefore it behoveth all men to 
g || be watchfal againſt Satan, and to reſiſt him by Prayer. 
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ell A Prayer againſt Temptations, eſpecially 
bt for a man that findeth in himſelf a contingal 

0 ſtr ong inclination to any particular ſin. 


ſt 0 Gracious God, and moſt loving Father; who in 

the beginning didſt create man to thine own 1- 
ef mage and Likene(s in all ſincerity, and didſt place p 
him (in the holy eſtare of his Innocency ) in the ſweer | 
Garden of all Heavenly and Earthly delights, and in+ 
D 4. thy 
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thy ſuperibundant mercies didiT ordain ail thy Crea- 
tnres in Heaven and Earth ro do him ſervice : O what 
was man, that thou hadſt ſuchreſpe& unto him ? And 
ver how ſuidenly (Lord God) did he fall from that 
eftatc of Orizinal Grace ? How grofly did he difobey, 
and rebel againſt thy will revealed unto him ? By 
whoſe fall all corruption entered, where before was 
no!h:n? but ſanity * By whoſe corruption the earth 
becrme corrupt, and all rhings 1n the carth began to 
dilo2ty him for whom, they were Created, as be dif- 
v2 ed thee by whom he was Creared. And hy his 
rranſprefiion, all that have procceded of him by a Li- 
ncal original poilution, have all dcfiled their wayes, 
ad all men Hy Nature are hkew'ſe fo far tainted with 
thar firſt offence, 2s jnfinne offences are bred in eve- 
ry wan by that offence : As T for my part (good Fa: 
ther, 3gainſt whom that firſt ſin was done) do acknow- 
} do that I feel the force of that original corruption, 
working ſo frongly in me, thar I cannot bur accuſe 
my ſelf to be the moſt vile and unworthieft of all 
Adams ifine : For I cannot otherwife judge of my 
{c1f, when 1 look into, and ſee and confider what 1 
am, and how I am inclined to fin, I cannot but con- 
feſs, what I cannot hide from thee, who ſeeſt the moſt 
ſecrer, and moſt covered thoughts of the heart, much 
more than the deeds of darkneſs which I commir, 
to whoſe all-ſeeing Eyes, the darkneſs and light are 
- all one, and therefore findeſt onrall my fins, whether 
they be in thought, intent or ation. And although 
every {inhringeth death, yer 1s therea promiſe upon 
repentance, that they ſhall be forgiven. But (Lord) 
among many fins remiming in me, thou ſeeſt one prin- 
c:pal, and as ir were a' reigning and "condemning fin 
in me, hereunto I am drawn by rhe.continual vio- 
lence of thar never ceaſing Adyerſary Saran, who 
worketh in me mare corruprion,” and by my, cotrup- 
tion pollurech mine aft=<Aions,” and mine, affemns 
breed rang an inclination to thar odious fin, rhat 
"Tam weak to perform what thou commandett, and 
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ſirong to affe&t whar thou forviddeft. Therefore 
(good Father kill all, and «ſpectilly this fin, that 
hangerh ſo faſt on me, thar it reizn no longer 1n me ; 
ary for I feel it a heavy and loathſomne burthen unto my 
*Y,f foul, which T cannot ſhake off, as of mine own pov- 
By cr, bur by the ſpecial working and ſireng h 'of thy 
"as Holy Spirit, who work?th true repentance. O avork 
thi true repentance in me, and make fin more and more 1 
rof loathſo:ne unto me ? For thou (eeft (Lord) that I | 
i} commitall Gn as it were againſt my will. Give me 1 
Us] therefore power to bridle all my corropr affections, 
1 the conſideration whereof grizverh me, and a heap 
5,0 of tear poſſefieth my Sonl, deſpair preſenteth it (elf 
thi b:fore me, which would utteriy devour all hope of 
e-f reconciliation with thee, did nor thy word and pro- 
a-F miſe finally aſſure me, not only of free pardon for all 
vj that is paſt, but of power alſo to withſtand Satans fu- 
n,{ ture aſſaults, in the Blood and Merits of Chrift Jeſus 
ſe] thy Son, my Saviour : Yet now without my true and 
allf ſerious repentance, which allows thy giſt. O work 
vj in me a cruc Repentance, give me grace to withſtand 
If all remprarions. And although T ſhall never ſo mor- 
n-j tifie my corruptions, but ſome dregs will remain and 
ſit break forch, yer kill the ſtrength of this and all other 
hf fins in me, that I may he able truly to ai;ure my Con- 
rfl ſcience, That what 1 would do that Ido not : and what 
re 1 would not, that 1do : That thy free favour and love 
*rþ in Jeſus Chriſt, working in me, fr me, and by my 
hi faith, obedience and a renewed heart, may work and 
nf prevail in me, to the withſtinding of the Temprer 
I) his remptarions ; ſuppreſs my corruprions, and their 
1-| fruits, and make me to become more and more holy, 
nj] by the imputed Holine's wich ro thy Son by pro- 
>| miſe, is mine : To whom with Thee and the Holy 
of] Ghoſt, be a'crived all honour and praiſe for ever. 
+ AMEN 


5 Lord inrreaſe my Faith, an1 give me true vepeutance 
t far my ſins, and power eueirmare to refaſt them, 


D 4 


ans. £ annie 6A Ns DAS cent, hd 


"7 A o0r at:s RefF. 


A Prayer for a preſperous 


Journey, 


Lerd in whoſe hands all rhings and all men are, 
( the Guide and Prote@ion of all thar believe 
and Come unto thee, T come (Lord) unto thy divine 
M. 3-ſty, begging art thy hands pardon for my fins, 
which I do confeſs ro be very great, and worthily may 
pull dorn a great and wejghty burden of thy Judg- 
ments upon me, and nothing can truly proſper with 
me, until I < reconciled unto thee in Chriſt, in whom 
thcu art ſo well pleaſed, as who ſo in him cometh 
unto rhee, never departeth empty of ſome Blefling 
or other : And therefore I now good Father, under 
thy favour, by thy permiſſion and Fatherly further- 
ance, inrending to take my Journey, do beſecch thee 
to pardon my fins, and granc that before I berake me 
to my Travel, I may feel in my Conſcience lively aſ- 
ſurance that thou haſt forgiven me, and that I am re- 
conciled unto thee, and at peace with thee, that: ſo 
I may he aſſured, that as thine Holy Angel went with 
the ſervant of 4braham, and proſpered his journey 
: 20 Hoſt cf Angels were preſent with Eliſha, to de- 
fend him from the King of Aram, and as thine An- 
gels comforted and condutted 7acob in his Journey : 
$2 Ltnou wilt ſend thine Angels with me, that they 
may take charge of me, condu&t me, guide me, and 
proſperouſly ſpeed my Jaurney, and give good ſuc- 
- c«1s unto the occaſion of my Travels : For I do con- 
fels and acknowledge that ir is not in the Wiſdom, 
the Arr, the Power, or Providence of man, either 
1G prevent the dangers, which in divers manners do 
ye hid and concealed from the wiſeſt, till they fall ; 
aeither to perform his Journey, or to accompliſh the 
occaſion of the ſame proſperouſly : And therefore. 
unleſs thou mayeſt be pleaſed tro alſiſt me with thy 
Grace, to ſupport me with thy Kand, to defend me 
in chy mercy, to bleſs me 1n thy Love, and in thy 
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Providence to comfort me 3 I cannot but confeſs, 
that my Journey cannot be proſperous, my ſelf in 
Body or Soul ſafe, nor the bufineſs whereabout I go, 
come to good effet. Sith therefore, good Father, 
rhou haſt made unto all men that come unto thee, an 
aſlured premiſe, that thou wilt never fail, nor for- 
ſake them, but wilt command thine Angels to take 
charge of them, that nothing ſhall hurt them 3 and 
that thou wilt be with them in the way they ride or. 
go, in the Houſe wherein they reſt, or refreſh them, 
and wilt enable them to perform that which they in- 
rend, better than they have either $kill or ableneſs ; 
Bleſs me, I- beſeech thee, with ſuch wiſdom, will, 
power and diſcretion, as I may ſo perform my jour- 
ney, and the occaſion thereof, as may be to the diſ- 
charge of my duty to Thee. 1n true. Obedience, to 
man in a good Conſcience, and to my ſelf in a duc 
regard of the relief of me, and ſuch as thou haſt giv- 
en me : And withal, moſt gracious Father, fich thou 
haſt ordained thy creatures to ſerve to my uſe inthis 
my journey ; Bleſs them (T beſeech thee) with ſtrength 
and power to perform the ſervice for me, which the 
neceſliry of my journey requireth, that- my journey 
being ended, and my buſineſs duly effeRed, I - may 
return the Praiſe and Glory to thy moſt Holy Name 


in Chriſt : To whom with Thee, and the Holy Ghoſt 


be aſcribed all Honour, Pawer, Glory and Domini- 
on for evermore. Amen. 
Lord sncreaſe my Faith, and proſper my Journey. 


A. Motive to the Prayer following 


againfi Enemits. 


T is the nature of Carnal men to hate their Ene+- 


mies, and ſeek all means poſſible to be revenged- 


of them ; Wherein they offend the Majeſty of Go, 


and make him their Enemy : And he hath ſaid, Fexn- 


. 
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Beance mine, Rom. 12. 19, And therefore we muſt 
tke heed, we take not the office of God upon us, 
Intiking revenge of our Enemies, ether by our own 
Sword, or by any ſiniſter means, bur to appeal unto 
'he Chriſtian Magiſtrate, who: beareth the Sword to 
T13:.t the wrongs done unto his Children. We mult 
leave the revenge to whom it belongeth, and ſeek to 
he, and to continue at peace with God, withour 
wF ich no Creature can be ar trne peace with us.,- And 
being reconciled to him in Chriſt,, we ſhall nor need 
to fear 'our enemies, ſor he will make our encmics'to 
fear us, as he made Eſa to'fear Facob, Gen. 25. 5, 6. 
If we walk in his Commandments, and obſcrve his 
Laws : Among many other bleſſings, We ſhall chaſe 
our Enemies, and they ſhall fall before us, Lev. 26.7, 
8* Deur, 11. 23,25. & 28. 1, 7. And he'will deliver 
our-enemjes into our hands 1t it be expedient: or 
our cauſe bejng heard before the Magiſtrate,” he will 
pive cenſure with us, and make us'to rejoyce over 
. them that would tryunph over:us. And therefore 
in theſe croſſes of enemies we muſt fly unto God by 
Prayer, as David in many of his Palms ſhewerh him- 
ſelf ro have done, andetpecially in the 35 Plalm. If 
rherefore thy cauſe be jſt, and rhou be unjuſtly pur- 
ſned, fear not ; for God will nor fail thee, nor forſake 
tijec, | 0 PO Rs 
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A Prayer agdin#t the Power and Practice of 
Enemies, who ſlan1er and purſue a man, either witn- 
out a cauſe, or in a matter which he- cannot reconcile* 


Ncline thine ear, Lord, unto my Prayer,' and heark- 
en mercifully unro my complaints, for thon ſceft 
how man intendeth miſchief againſt me, many lay 
ſnares for me to catch me, 'thar they may take me, 
and fo devour me; but thou ar: my truſt, I will not 
fear what man can do unto me ; Yer, good Foy 
judge 
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judge and revenge my cauſe, let them not tryumph 
over me, thit hate me without a cay(e ;. Say I, vith- 
out a cauſe ? Yea, Lord, without cauſe commnred 
again(t chem, unleſs rhou calling to mind my fins com- 
nitred againſt thee, doſt fiir them vp to be Infiru- 
ments ot thy wrath againſt me : So am I indeed 1n- 
excuſable ; for I do confeſs that I have tranſgreiied 
thy Laws, I havedone evil in thy fight: Burto thoſe 
men (Lord) what have I done ? My - Conſcience 1s 
'clear of all deſire ro offend them ; and rherefors, 
Lord, ler their malice come to an end if not, Lord, 
gre me faith in thee, and patience to endure rhem 
for thee, whom indeed I have offended. They tra- 
vel in miſcief, thou art mercifui ; They conceive 
wickednels, and bring forch lies, but thou art Righs» 
rcous, the God of Truth, my defence is in thee 
and therefore, rhough they dig Pits for me, they ſhall 
fall in themſclves, and be raken in the ſnare that they 
themſclves have laid, Their miſchief ſhall return up- 
on their own. head, and rhcir Cruelties upon. their 
o'vn pares, although in their Pride and Milice they 
boaſt ih:mſclves, as if they had already deſtroyed 
me. Up Lord therefore, arid defend me, let. them. 
nor prevall againſt me, rather ler chem relent, or pe- 
riſh, They ihiak in their hearts, as it ſeemeth by 
their inſolence, they ſhall never be removed, and ' 
thou (ceſt 1t, thou beholdeſt che wrong done unto me ; 
Take my cauſe there'ore 1nto thine own hand, for : 
thou judg<cſt right, and helpeſt ſuch as ſuffer violence. 
Oh break the Arm of the wicked and malicious who - 
bend their Bow, and make ready their Arrous upon - 
the ſtring, that rthey may ſecretly ſhoot at them which 
arc upright 19 heart : They {h1or our their ſharp and 
malicious Accuſations, bitter words and flanders a+. 
p2jntt me : Yer, Lord, of thy Mercy ic is, that chough 
they hit me, yer they wound me nor deadly ; rheir- 
haired and malice tenderh bur co che hurt of my Ba- 
dy, not being able ro touch my Soul : And thcretore. 
if they ſhould prevail, their conqueſt were ſmall; bur : 


my* , 
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my ranſome is theix own ruine; Curb them, good Fa- 
ther, and bridle their wicked devices : Ser me at li- 
berty, whom theſe wicked men would hold for ever 
ſnared. I reſt upon thy Providence to be defen Jed : 
I ſeek not revenge againſt them, Vengeance is thine, 
thou wilt reward : Bur were I inclinable to revenge, 
rhey are more mighty than I, more carnally polirick 
than T, more befriended of the World thanT : And 
yet as Eliſha ſaid unto his Servant, there are more 
with me than with them : For thou pircheſt an Hoſt 
of Angels about ſuch as are thine. Therefore I will 
never fear what theſe men can do unto me, either by 
fraud or force, epenly or ſecretly; for thou who judg- 
eſt righily, wilt rurn all their malicious devices to 
work for my good and rheir own confuſion, as thou 
didſt end the malice of hatefv] Haman, againſt harm- 
leſs Mordecai : Wherein thy Providence brought it 
to paſs, that he was ſnared thar laid the gin, and fell 
into the pit he made for another. Therefore, good 
Father, I will reſt me upon thy Providence, and re- 
lie upon thy mercies in Chriſt, in whom all things 
ſhall work together for my good, as did the ſelling of 
Foſeph by his Brerhren, his Miſtreſſes falſe Accuſatt- 
on, and his wrongful Impriſonment, all which toge- 
ther wrought to his high advancement. Even ſo, 
Lord, let all thingz work to my conformation, and 
conſalation in Chriſt. Hear me, O hear me, leaſt 
they rejoyce over me, and when my feer ſlip, rhey 
rejoyce and extol themſelves againſt me. | 

0 Lord increaſt my Faith, and weaken mine Enemies. 
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A Prayer of the Flock for their diligent, 
Painful and Faitnfil Paſtor. 


Moſt bovri1ful and great God, how gracious haſt 

thou becn unto us, in ſcndiag us a good and 
godly Paſtor, according to thine own heacr wager 
| able 
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able and willing to inftrn& us with knowledge and un- 
derſtanding, and to deliver unto us faithfully thy | 
Holy Word 3 one who is ſufficient to reſolve us in our - - 
doubts, and to comfort us in our calamities, to recal | 
our wandrings, to inſtru our ignorance, and to go ; 
before us as a Guide, in the way that leadeth to fal- 
vation : O Logzd, thou haſt not ſo dealt with all peo- - 
ple, neither is there any deſert at all in us, for which ; 
thou ſhouldſt beſtow on us ſuch a favour. If thou 
hadſt till lefr us in our natural darkneſs, and hadſt 
ſuffered us to be perpetvally plunged into that Regi- . 
on of the Shadow of Death, 1n which we ſar of our 
ſelves, it had been but juſtice in thee, even utterly | 
to have forſaken us : O Lord, make us thankful, and | 
quicken us up, that we may even fill our Mouths with 
the Praiſe of thy Name, who haſt cauſed the light of 

thy Golpel thus to ſhine amongſt us, to our cxceeding | 
great comfort. O make us careful and diligent to 
walk while we have light, that we msy be the Chil- 
dren of Light ; And to beware how we receive thy 1 
word in vain, or negle& ſo great Salvation : Let us 
ever remember, thatto whom much 1s given, of them 1 
there will be much required : and that our fins will | 
be the greater, andour judgment the more heavy, if 
we make not right uſe of this thy mercy. And con- 
ecrning the Watchman, whom thou haſt appointed 
over our ſouls, we beſcech thee to inlarge his hearr, 
ro increaſe his gifts, and to repleniſh him yet with a 
fuller meaſure of thy Grace. Give him (O Lord) the 
true zeal and ſpirit of Paz/, that he may withall bold- - 
neſs of Speech give unto us thy Goſpe], and Publiſh 
even the ſecrets thereof, for the edifying and com-. ; 
fort of our ſouls. Make him powerful in the Holy 
Scriptures, like Apolios, that by the power thereof 

he may both convi& our Conſciences, and ſtop the 
mouths of all Gain-fayers : Pour into him thy Holy 
Soirir, rhe word of Wiſdom and Knowledge, thathe 

may rightly judge of 'our Eſtates, and underſtand 

what things. are moſt expedientand neceſlary for us 3 F 
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And fo may ſpeak to our Conſciences, finding us cut 
in, our ſpecial fins, and dire{ting us in thoſe Holy 
courſes, from which we have chiefly ſtrayed. Let 
his words prick our hearts forward, that we may not 
be hard:ed through che decei:fi!n:{s of fin. Make 
him firm and conſtant 1a the b<ft courſes, that he 
may not be as a Reed ſhiken with the Wind, but as a 
ſure Foundation, that by his perſeverance in good 
works, our hearts may be rhe better eſtahliſhed. And 
we b:(ecch thee (O Chriit) who commandeſt the Stazs, 
and holdeſt th:m in thy right hand, to defend him 
from unreaſonable and cvil men, and from the wrongs 
and 1n ries of the wicked enemies of thy truth : for 
doubtleſs, men of corrupt minds will refiſt the Truth 
with all tnzcir power, Thercfore (good Lord) bleſs 
his labour, to the calling and convercing of thoſe 
which are ele&ted unto ſalvation. 

Mike our hearts flex1vle to yield tru2 obedience to 
thy Word delivered from his mouth, that we may re- 
'cc1ve jt, not as the word of a man, bur (as It 1s 1n- 
decd) ihy Word, and make 1t alſo efte&ual mn us, 
that we may not only be profcſtors and hearcrs of thy 
holy will, but alfo practiſers aud continual performers 


. of the ſame. And teach us to reycrence hum, we be- 


ſeech thee, and t9 love him for his Profeſſion and 
works ſaxe, not ſparing our Goods to-reiteve him, 
knowing it 1s a ſmail thing for him ro reap our earch- 
ly things, who ſoweth amongſt us ſpirirual food for 
our ſouls. In all our Supplicarions,, make us mindful 
of. him without ceaſing, chat his Studies may be di- 
reed, his endeavours guided, and his labours in thy 
work bleſſed, to the Glory of thy Holy Name, and 
the ſalvation both of him, and us which hear hin : 
All which we humbly and earncſtly beg ar thy Father- 
ly hands, for thy dear Sons fake, who hath ordained 
Paſtors and Teachers for che gathering together of his 
Saints, and ho 15 the (uprea'n and fover 11g Biſhop 
of all our ſouls : ro whom be all praiſe, hovour and 


glox)> Now and for evermore. Amen. O Lord an- 
creaſe 047 Faith, ' - 


_—  — 
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A Prayer for the true obſervgtion of the 


Command ments of the Lord. 


ONVnporent and everlaſiing God, maker of Heaven 
and Earth, who haſt frou the very beginning 
poomiſed ro be our Lord and our God, our Fortreſs, 
our Buckler an4 Defence, our Ciſtle-and, Refuge, who 
haſt brought us with a mighty and ſtrong jand, with 
an out ſirecched Arin, out of the Land wherein we 
were ſtrangers; and lived in Bondage (u':der the yoke 
and tyranny of Antichriſt, and Saran) into the Land 
that floweth with Milk and Honey, and of truc Relti- 
gion, wWherewich thou fcedeſt the ſouls of thy faich- 
ful ones, to their unſpeakable comfort : Grant that 
as through thy mercy and love, thou vouchſafeſt to 
bring us into this World, and to frame us to thine 
own Image and likeneſs ; ſo we may account thee as 
our only God, worſhipping none other beſ:des thee, 
making our ſelves no Image, or any likeneſs, <1fher of 
things above, or things beneath, nor to (eck help at 
the hands of any as a God, befide thee, who as by 
thy, mighry power thou broughteſt thy Children of 
Ifrael out of Egypt, by the hands of Moſes and Aaron, 
where they were in Bon:lage, aud were continually 
oppreſſed with (undry kinds of vexations, both of 
body and mind : So thou haſt vouchſafed to bring us, 
and deliver us from a greater hondage and fluvery, 
cyen from the power of Saran, under whoſe ryranny 
we reſted : And now eſcaped not by any other poll- 
Cy, ſtrength or power, but by the Blogd-ſhedding of 
rhine only:Son J<ſus Chriſt, who took upon him the 
death of the Croſs for. cur ſakes, . to bring us from 
Darkneſs (wherein we walk according to the will of 
tbe Fleſh) unto the true knowledg of thee again, and 
to redeem us our of the Bondage o{ fin, into the 
Land of Righteouſneſs, from blind 1gnorance, to the 
brighr ſhining Day-ſiar of thy Heavenly will, who art 
Rot only a moſt loving and a moſt genile Father, br 
| allo 
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alſo a moft ſharp Puniſher and Revenger : Who ar* 
not only defirous that we ſhould come unto thee, but 
art alſo moſt jealous over us, leſt we ſhould ſeek or 
follow any other gods beſides thee : Yea, in all our 
affli&tions and troubles, thou wilt that we ſeek unto 
thee : And being relieved, to atrrivute the onely 
means thereof. unto thy ſelf, whereby thou haſt pro- 
miſed to be merciful unto thouſands, that love thee,. 
fear thee, ſeek thee, and truly take hold of thee as 
rheir only God :- And again threatneſt vengeance on 
the Third and Fourth Generation of them that hate 
rhee, and follow ſirange gods negle&ing thy Com- 
mandments : 'O God, vouchſafe that we never pur 
our feer toward any ſtrange gods, appear their help 
never ſo likely and plentifully, but that it may both 
now and ever continue in our hearts to confeſs both 
in word and converſation, that there is none other 


god: befides rhee, who art a moſt gracious and loving 

Father. Have mercy upon us, O Lord, have mercy 

upon us, and fo vouchſafe to direQ vs in all our do- 

1ngs, cogitations 1nd words, as we may always, and 

|; 18 all things full thy will without raking thy moſt ho- 

| ly and moſiglorious Name 1m vain, by blaſphemous 

''F Speeches, diſhonouring the ſame : Keep us moſtlo- 
7 ving Father, not only from rhe dereſtable fin of per- 
jury, whereby thy holy Name Is often defamed, and 

| as it were troden under foot, 'as 1n making it the Au- 

| thor of abominable falſhoods and lies z bur from all 

| frivolous and vain oachs, which to the great gricf of 

| thy Children, and diſhogour of rhy Name, are moſt 
{ uncornelyin the mouths of ſuch as unreyerently and 
|. raſhly uſcit even in common ſpeeches, withour any 
urgent cauſe, whereby they fall into the moſt haj- 
nous ſin of taking thy moſt glorious Name in vain : 
p O Lord forgive us, and grant that we may uſe ſuch a 
reyerent manner and godly O:der_in tryal of matters 

þ in controverſie, as we may be always true ha lowers, 
| and not abuſers of thy Name therein. And foraſ- 
much as thou within fix dayes did finiſh all things in 

rhe beginning, and inthe Seycnch day didft reſt "oo 
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the ſame labour, commanding us te obſerve the San- 
&ification of the (ame for ever; and to reſt trom all 
labours, travels, and worldly buſineſſes : and not on- 
ly our ſelves, bur our Servants, Oxen, Aſſes, and ſuch 
like : Grant that we may nct only lay aſide all world- 
ly cares and bufineſſes on the ſabbath-diy, but may 
in all things ſanifie and keep it holy with Godly Ex- 
erciſes, Divine Prayers, and Heavenly Meditations, 
with diligent regard to the avoiding of all paſs rimes, 
fooliſh and uncomely exerciſes, and unlawful pratti- 
ſcs, whereby ofrentimes the affe ion being moved to 
impatience poureth forth Choler, co the diſhonour- 
ing of thee, Let our Converſation be altog<rher mo» 
deſt, mortifying our own defires, wholly applying 
our ſelves not only on the Sabbath-day, but all the 
Week, yea, all our whole life to the ſervice of thee, 
ro the honouring and glorifying of thy Name, to the 
benefit of our ſouls, profit of our Neighbours, and 
due reverence to our Parents, whom thou haſt com- 
manded us to honour, love, and obcy,' as the inftru- 
ments of our beginning; thou bing the Workman. 
Grant Lord, thar we truly and unfeignedly reverence 
them, as thou willeſt we ſhould, that we may long 
continue upon the earth not in the number of care- 
leſs and diſobedient Children, in whom reſteth no 
thankfulnets for ſo great benefits had and received at 
the hands of their Parents, from whom thou haſt ſaid 
thou wilt withhold thy Bleſſings, and altogether de- 
prive them of their Liberty of living, Bur grant that 
we may ſo order our ſelves by thy Grace, both to 
them and others our Superiours, that we may receive 
at thy hands many good gifrs, and length of dayes 
here, according to thy promiſe in Chriſt. 

Ler it likewiſe pleaſe thee (O Lord) to continue 
thy bleſfings in and upon us, that ir may go well with 
us all the dayes of our lives : Take from us (Lord)- 
all deſire of revenge, all rancor, hatred, and malice, 
leſt the Devil (who readily ſtands to prick us forward 
to a deſperate min) procure us to ſlay the innocent. 

| "FE 


We beſeech thee (good Lord) ler net ar any time ſuch 
evil imaginations enter into our hearrs, leſt «ve (giving 
our ſelves thereunto) loofe the reins of our narur/! 
diſpoſition, which 1s ſo inclined to wra:t;, that unleſs 
the ſtrength thereof be ſubdue, or the venemous 
ſting thereof pluckr out, by vertue of thy Holy Sp1- 
rit, 1t provokes us to wait opportunity to wreak our 
Malice 1th violence upon ſuch as by ſmall occaſions 
have offended us ; yea, and by little and little break 
out intothart height of hatred, as to provoke us to ſeek 
the means to deſtroy the innocent. 

O Lord forbid it, and keep vs from the moſt per- 
nicious ſin of Adulrery, which being ſo odious in thy 
ſight, as thou cauſedit in one day to fall for the ſame, 
rwenty and three thouſand : But indue ns with thine 
Holy Spirir, that we may keep our Bodies clean and 
undefiled Members of thee, and inducd with p-rf:& 
ſanity : may abandon all occaſions rhat may pro- 
cure us to offend thee, retaining a Godly Behaviour, 
which thou dearly loveſt, and expelling evil concu- 
piſcence, which thou deadly hateſt. ; 

O merciful God, vouchſafe to keep us from taking 
any thing upon indirc& means from any man whom 
we oughc to love as our ſelves; the defire whereof 
(good Lord) proceederh ofren by ſcarciry and want, 
by poverty and need, which indeed thou art able and 
willing to rclieve without any ſuch unlawful nieans, 
And therefore I beſcech thee tro grant vs a ſuihctent 
and neceliary p rijon, orclie conſtancy, and unfeign- 
ed hope in thee tobe relieved in thy good time, and 
utterly o dereſt rhe horrible fin of ſtealing; for thou 
haſt promiſed neither to fai! us, nor forſake us, cal- 
ling fairlifully upon thee in time of our neceſſiry. And 
as we ought io beware of raking any thing of others 
by ſteal:h ; So likewiſe vouchſafe when any occaſion 
ſerverh, to grant us heedful minds to depoſe and te- 
ftifie thar which is truth, according to our knowledg, 
without any reſpec eirher of Greatneſs, Friendſhip, 
or Favour of the one, or the envie, malice or pover- 
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ty of th? other. And pravt that we raiſe no falſe ac- 
cuſation or ſlander upon any man, ,bur thar we may 
keep onr mouths from ſpeaking anything hurtful un- 
to others, bur to ſhew our ſelves helpful both in word 
and deed to all : And hike good men, muſe and me- 
dirate before hand what we oughr to ſpeak, not Tet- 
ting the bridle of our Lips looſe ro bab9!s out thar 
which firſt comech into our minds, and thar we may 
conrent our (elves with our Eſtares, whatſo-v-r thou 
{endeſt, withour an ungodly defire of any rhing that 
belongs to Our Neigi:bours. And grant us by thine 
eſpec1a] Grace, evermore to obſerve, and faithfully 
to fulil all thy moſt Godly Commandments, in the 
Name, and for the ſake of Jeſvs Chrift : In whoſe 
Name, as well for Grace to keep thy Laws, as allo 
for all ncceſſaries for Body and Sovl ; I heartily bz- 
ſeech thee, in that form of Prayer which he hath ſet 
down unto us in theſe words, 
Our Father which art in Heaven, XC. 


A Prayer and Meditation concerr.ing the con 
tinuan:e of Gods Corrections, notwithilanding our con- 
tinual humiliation, and dayly Prayers unto bim, fo 
comfort and relief. | 


O Father, moſt merciful and loving in Jeſus Chriſt, 

whart ſhall I bring unto thee, whereby ro appeaſe 
thy wrath, conceived againſt my ſin? If I ſhould 
bring the Sacrifice.of Bylls and Goats, thou art not de- 
lighted with them, | | 

Teach me therefore, O Lord, reach me what to do 
to He-reconciled unto thee again. 

T have long called upon thee, and that in the Name 
of thy moſt beloved Son, and find not thar. I have 
long ſought : I receive nor that T have many wayes 
defired of thee : I have long, and earneſtly knocked 
at the door of mercy, and find no entrance for my 
ſoul, [ ſee 
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I ſee T am ſhut out of thy preſence, I wair, and 
am weary, I ſigh and ſee no remorie 3 and !ingring 
thus 1n diſtreſs, I anguiſh under the burthen of rhy 
diſpleaſure, which ſeemeth to be ſo hotly kindled a- 
gainſt me, as 1 amready to give over my ſuir. 

| For behold, Lord, my miſeries are beyond mea- 
| ſure, and my grief growerh daily more and more, be- 
1 ing of my ſclt ignorant what to ſay more unto thee 
| than I have ſaid : I know not what courſe to take, 
| nor whom to make my moan, direct me, and hear my 
| prayers. 
| - Thou being angry wh me, all thy Creatures ſeem 
to be alſo offended at me, and nothing ſeeni<:h ro 
yield me comfort. 

Dear Father, what fhall I do ? Whither {11 1 fly 
to find reſt 2 There is no reſt for me, bur in thee : 
And therefore, unleſs thou mayſt be pacified with me, 
Icry 1a vain, I ſeck and find nothing, and knock, and 

” feel no comfort, 

I have nothing to give thee to redeem thy fayour 
rowards me; for if | had Mountains of Gold, if I 
had Rivers of Oyl, or Ten Thouſand Sacrifices to be- 
fitow upon thee, it booted me nothing 3; they are all 
thine own, 

Accept therefore the calyes of mine unfeigned 
Lips, and the ſimple zeal of my ſorrowful ſoul, and 
be at peace with me inthe mediation of my all-ſufh- 
clent Peace-maker, thy beloved Son, 1a whom thou 

| delighteſt : O hear me for him, and relieve me 1n 
+ * him, without whom there can be no help for my ſoul, 
1 no eaſe for my heart, nor relief of my eſtare, neither 
can inward comforr, nor outward aid appear, until 
thou be appeaſed with me in him. 

O unhappy wretch that I am, that ever offended 
ſo loving a God, that worketh all good for them thar 
fear him : So wiſe a God, that can find man out in- 
his moſt ſecret wayes : So watchful a God, that con- 
fidereth whatſoever man thinketh, heareth wharſo- 
ever man ſpeaketh, and ſceth whatſoever he doth 
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A God moſt powerful, that for ſin can hurl down the 
loftieſt, aud 1n love can-exa't the lowlieft, 
O Loyd increaſe our Faith. 


A fit and comfortable Meditation when 
God ſeemeth moſt angry with us. 


Laſs that ever I offended this great God, this 

God of all gods, this high King of all Kings : 
That God that prevailech againſt mightieſt mortal 
men. 

This God (alas) I have offended, this God have I 
ſtirred upagainſt me, and he in recompence of my 
fins, makerh all his Creatures as 1t were diſpleaſed 
wich me alſo, and hardnerh the hearts of men againſt 
me. The bleſſings and good things of the Earth he 
wirhholdeth from me, and inſtead thereof, he ſend- 
eth me a troop of evils to affii& me. 

Alaſs, what fhall I ſay unto thee, dear Father ? 


Whar courſe can I rake to help this ? By this are my 


ſorrows encreaſed, and one evil f--[[oweth anorher, 
as wayes tO the Sea. I am weary to bear the burden 
of ſo many calamities, and ſtill I cry to mine offend- 
ed God, in hope of help : Bur my hope quaileth, 
and I deſpair : All my comforts are crofied with con- 
tinual rroubles, as if I were only the man that had de- 
ſerved to be pumſhed above all other men, 

I would yer gladly appeal unto my God, bur I fear 
to be rejeRed again. Bur ſhall T think .it a fruiclels 
work to repair unto my God, that of his own ac- 
cord calleth finncrs to come uptohim ? Is ir bootleſs 
ro fall down betore his: Throne of Mercy in pray- 


er? May not my unteigned-cryes at laſt prevail with 


him that.1s full of pity ? 

I will framme-my heart to medirate, and my Tongue 
to utter what may: pleaſe him ; Though T be a ſinner, 
I will go unto him, 1n the Name of him that he dear- 
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ly loveth, that be way be appcaſed, and look upon 


me again in love. 

He js a God All-ſufficient, and can as well behold 
and conſider my inward faithful defires, as he feerh 
and obſerveth what I have done by ignorance or ne- 
oliger.ce, what I have done contrary ro his will. 

All that I think, ſpeak. or do amiſs, he noteth 
and writeth it up in his remembrance ; as with a Pen 
of Iron ; O why thcu'd he not allo mercifully couſi- 
der, what T intend j.:1''v ro do. though I cannot do 
ir, whe hath prom/:c! ro accept the will for the 
decd ? | 

He knoveth that] « ur fleſh : And what is fleſh 
but fratlty ir ſelf ? A: hat 1s man, but a lump of 
narurel corruption anc! (rally ? k 

Ard vill chis high 7:' tab, this God fo ſtrong and 
þ poweiful, fir his force fo fiercely againſt a week 
worm ? What conqu<it canthere be 1n Gnd againſt a 
| filly man ? | 
| Bur why reaſon | thus with my M ker ? Why, ra- 
q4 ther do I not lay my {clf do' n vnio his will ? It he 
| « will affiict me more, ler it be ſo. If he will purith 
me fairher, letir be io ; If he will kill; me, ler it be 

fo : For I am his, ard he will do » th;/mie what he 
liſteth ; There :; no-reaſoning agair,f? him, there is 
no pacification of bis diſpleaſure by arr or flattery : 
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Tt is no! words that will work my welfare with him : 


to im, Cord, do with me what thou wilt, curn me 
whether th on wilt, I will wait thy leaſure :11] the r:me 
ſh jt come, v herein I may fee the iſſue of thy-deter- 
, minare purpoſe with me. 
_ And.in the mcan.rime I will conſult with chy Word, 
T will. rherein «xcrcie my ſelf, and wake confort 
through hope ;I will rctieſh my dull ſpirits, with the 
dew of thy ſer promiſes ; AndIaying afideall vain 
5 an 
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expeRation of ficſhly aid, I will oply reſt rhy ſelf 
upon thy protettion, and 1n an aUured- reſolution, I 
will ſeek thee, being the way, wherein whFofo walk- 

eth, ſhall ar length attain unto perfe& happinels ; 
The Truth, which who fo embraceth, ſhill never 
err : And the Life, wherein who ſo liverh, ſhall ne- 
ver dye Erternally. 

O Lord increaſe our Faith, 


A Prayer againſt Deſpair. 


O God of Mercy. foraimuch as many wayes I have 

trranſpreſied thy Holy Preceprs, contemning” Thee 
our Lord and Maker, and oftended thy Divine Maje- 
ity, greatly am I grieved in mind, and ſtand wonder- 
fully in fear of thine Everlaſting Diſplexiure; And 
although thy Holy Word render unto me pardon and 
remihon of m;; fins freely through thy meer Grace 
and Mcrcy, yet I have nor Grace as yet to apprehend 
tie ſaire ; For b:tfi6 1s our molt crucl ard crafry Ad- 
verlary, and doth Tabour to bring us from all hope 
and comtorrof S Ivation. The orly remedy which 
we have ag:11{t this ovr deadly adverſary, 1s that we 
never doubt of thy Grace and Readineſs to forgive our 
ſins. Comfort vs atall rimes, eſpecially at the hove 
of death, and give us Grace to faſten ell our confi- 


ſtanding, creaſe my Fanh, char I' may truly know 
and affuredly btlicverhi Death and Merits of "Chrift 


dema me.''''Look upon” ite {0 'my- Saviour) ek 
<1: th 
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thoſe Eyes of pity and Fatherly Compaſſion, wheres 
with thou didft behold Perry, after he denyed thee, 
left otherwiſe Ideſpair, and ſo commit the fin againſt 
the Holy Ghoſt. 

Give me (Lord) the holy help of thy ſacred Spirit, 
that when Saran doth accuſe me, and my Conſcience 
bear witneſs againſt me, when the Cogitatiens of Hell 
and Death, do diſmay me, when the ſnares of Death 
and horrible Temprarions would intrap me, whenthe 
whole World forſakes me, and all things ſet them- 
ſelves againſt me, then ſtrengchenme, I beſeech thee, 
that I forſake nor thee my Saviour, and fall from hop- 
of thy free mercy. 

O comfort my heart with an inward aſſurance and 
ſeal of my Adoption in thy Son, in whom the for- 
giveneſs of ſins 1s promiſed unto all Believers, Call 
to memory thy Holy Covenant entred into with us, 
at our Baptiſm, and the promiſe thereunto annexed, 
' (He which believeth and i Baptized, ſhall be ſaved) and 
grant that we may evermore confider the ſame, to our 
perpetual comfort. Amen. | 


% 


A comfortable Prayer againſt Back:ſtiding in 
Religion, and for increaſe of Faith moi wortby of- 
ten to be ſaid of every Chriftian. 


O Almighty and Eternal God, which haſt in thy 

Word commanded that we ſhould be very wary 
of falling from thy Grace, and haſt alſo witneſſed thar 
the end of thoſe which go back from thy Word, after 
me have once known the way of Righteouſneſs, 
wilt be exceeding fearful : Have mercy therefore on 
me (O Lord) I moſt humbly pray thee, for .I find in 
my ſelf great weakneſs ; no power have I'of my ſelf 
ro perſevere in goodneſs 3 I begin ro wayer 10 my 
judgment, and to grow doubtful, eyen of thoſe things 
which 1 heretotore haye embraced with fulneſs of 
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erſwaſion ; The exerciſes of Godligeſs are nor (0 
pleaſant unto me, as they have been; a ſtrange kind' 
of dulnefs ftealerh upon me, and I have no _ſucn life 
and ſpirit in matters of Religion, as 1n times: paſt T' 
have had : And to what a woful paſs theſe things may 
come, -rhough I have much hope when I think upon 
thy mercy, yet well may I fear wh-n I look into my 
ſelf, I confeſs that thy Goodneſs is grear, in that 
thou makeſt my heart wi.hin me to ſmart for thefe 
things; and dot not ſuffer me to run on without ſlay, 
into that helliſh aud infernal Pir, in which I ſhould 
be ſoon plunged, if thou ſhouldſt once leave me to 
my own weakneſs. Therefore (O Lord) I beſeech 
thee to quicken my dull hearr, kindle thoſe ſparks 
«hich are even upon quenching, and hke utterly to 
go our, unleſs it ſhall pleaſe thee to revive them ; 
make ſtrong my though:s and conſcience ': Make me 
able more and more to (ce the truth in caſcs of Reli- 
gion, and to diſcern things that differ from th:e ſame. 
Give me underfianiding ro know both good 2nd evil ; 
eve me al:d 13creaſe of zeal, that ? wiy ſpring vp in 
Grace, and thrive in Godline(s, until I come to rhar 
meaſure ro which chou haſt appointed me to cone in 
Chriſt Jeſus ; let we rot in thee key- cold and de- 
ceiving tines,-be carried away with every blaſt of Do- 
Arine, through che (ubrilty and wilineſs of thoſe 
that lie in wait to beguiie me ; Suffer neither rhe - 
cares of this vain world to wither and dry up thy gra- 
ces in me, nor tranſitory pleaſures to intrap me, nor. 
evil cxamp'es to miſguide me, nor mine own floath- 
ful and heavy nature to make me grow weary of well- 
doing : Bur make me o to burn in love with heaven- 
ly things, that I may nor ſatisfie my felt with any mea-: 
ſure, either of- knowledge or praQtiſe, but may ra-! 
ther ſtill be aſhamed of my ſelf that I make no better 
proceeding, and ſo may ever defire and ſtrive to more: 
perfeion. | 

To this end, inkindle in me affeRticn more ang 
more, by : rhe hearing we reading of thy Heaveny 
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forr, with whom neither Prayers rake place, nor cn- 
deavours prevail, he then (pretied down as under+the 
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and Holy Word, earneſt praying, attentive and fer- 
vent meditation, carcful watching over mine own ſoul, 
following the example of Godly men, and imitating 
their gracious and holy converſation. 

As .thy -promiſes (O Lord moſt merciful Father 
have encouraged me thus to pray, ſo (I beſeech thee 
tet it be thy gracious will to accept of theſe my hum- 
ble Petitions, which proceed from a contrite and a | 
forrowtul heart :. So ſhall my ſoul magnifie rhee, and 
my rongue ſer forth thy praiſes with joyful Lips, and 
that in Jeſus Chriſt thy Sn and my Saviour. Amen. 


A meſt Chriſtian and comfortable Conſolation, 
ara ſweet Reſolution, what courſe in time of deepeſt 
aiftreſs men ought to tah:; Worthy of all men to be con- 
fidered to their unſpeakably comfort. 


Read and Regard. 


T is a general complaint among diſtreſſed Children 

of men, that greac and dangerous 1s the tryal, to 
be long viftired with the puniſhing Hand of our High 
and Powerful God , eſpecially notwithſtanding tne 
many inſtant Cries; and humble: Petitions of the at- 
fli&ed foul, who finding no caſe, nor feeling any com- 
forr, but contrar jwiſe trou les and miſcries, croiles 
and grietfs to increaſe daily, thinking himſclt utterly 
torgotten.of God, or mearly hated of him : The fil- 
Iy afflicd ſoul thus bewrapped with fear, and feeling 
of his miſcries, many times fainteth, and fo fallzh 
from. Faich in God, ro ſeek ſuccour at the hands of 
mortal men, aud finding that to bea Cup of cold com- 


burthen of utrer deſpair of any ſuccour) 1s-moved of- 

tentimes co frame his aFc&ions ro contrive unlawful 

means, by his natural and corrupt concelr, that.his 
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own will and wit may ſhape ſome courſe to a Raven 
of more ſecure reſt : And ſo hoyfing *the Snls of his 
own perverſe imagination, berakerh himſelf ro the 
main Sea of his ungodly devices, till at the length, 
inſtead of a happy hoped harbour, - he fuddenly fink- 
etch, and is ſwallowedup in the ugly devouring Gulf 
of irrecoverable Confuſion. For the World, as a 
WSca roffing the weak ones thar Sat! therein, trieth the 

inclinations of all, and approveth and condemneth, 
bur not according to the r ghz rule of Chriſtian ree- 
ſon, and Godly wiidom, bur afrer a ſenſual manner of 
fal'e judgment, afhirmerh ſuch as Sail with a full fore- 
wind of Proſperity here, to be only bleſſed, happy, 
and beloved of God, and ſuch as are beſet with di- 
ſtreſs and miſery, with Crolies and Calamities, and 
keep not the glorious way with the worldly-minded, 
to be hated and accurſed of him. And this wretch- 
ed and falſe cenſure of Carnal men, d:1ves many weak 
ſouls upon the Rocks of bitter Ruine, even when they 
dream of a courſe of (weereit happineſs. For as Da- 
vid found, Pſalm 29. 18. Much more rhis age aſford- 
eth the experience, that men do praiſe them that 
make much of rhemſelves, namely, ſuch as wallow 10 
the delights and pleaſures of the fleſh, Bur them 
they eſteemed -mad-men and fools, and caſt-aways, 
and accurſed, -that 11 e jn a baſe, and low, and poor, 
Rand 1gnominious eſtate, though never fo conrented : 
| The fooliſhneſs of worldly men is Wiſdom, and che 
[true Wiſdom of the Poor 15 fooliſhneſ:, with the 
| Worlds flatrerers. And this !s that dangerous Rock, 
upon which oftentimes even the Godly make Shipa 
| wrack, when they conſul: with Fleſh and Blood, 
f © which argueth it the ſafeſt courſe to become licentious, 
- to 1mbrace Vanity, . and to ſtudy. the profitable and 
- E praiſed Arts of' flattery and diflimulation, to walk rhe 
> | broad way to preferment, to ſcale-the walls of wealth, 
- (and Eſtimation by fraud and-force, to leap over love 
[ Jand lowW:inefs (as dangerous blocks) and to fit in the 
s {cat of ſcorning the poor, with th@ Proud and Ambi- 
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tlous.' And if the godly (ſuch as have profeſſed 
knowledge and zeal) be driven from their right courſe, 
by the wind of this vain Worlds Paraſites, what will 
become of ſuch as have no caſting Card of Chriſtian 
knowledge, nor Needle of Faith to conduR them ? 
And if ſuch as have the world under their feer, and 
can cruſh rhe poot 1a their Fiſt, be eafily carried away 
from Juſtice and Judgment, ro rapine and' bribery, 
Extortion and wrong 3 whar a dangerous tryal is 1tun- 
ro the poor and diſtreiied man, who even for reliey- 
ng neceſhry, 1s forced to bend his courſe to the Ha- 
ven of any fima]l comfort ? Yer this Worlds wiſdom 
cenſureth, that it 1s holden hardly lawful for the Poor 
to tread the ſteps of tie Rich to relieve himſelf, Sech 
an unequal march there 1s berwixt theſe two, thar for 
firength the one ſubdueth the other without great cn- 
counter ; for Wiſdo.n, he ſtopp<ti his mouth with 
fair words, Eccleſ. 9. 15. Becauſe the \\ orld holdeth 
him wileſt that is wealthieſt, and him beſt that 1s bra- 
veſt, The wiſdom »of rhe Poor is deſpiſed, and his 
words are not heard. Hes accounted moſt hounoura- 
ble that can ſubdue the loweſt with loftieft Tooks-: 
Great men o.ren ſpeak what their hearts thiak nor z 
and the Poor pine in penury, whiltt the Rich preach 
difiinul ice plenry : The worſt in their lives, ſeem 
moſt glorious in their livings The wicked increafe 1n 
worldly wealth, while the Poor do periſh. Bur ſich 
it thus fareth with the deareſt children of God, thar 
rhey muſt be as caſt-ours in the World, and caſt-aways 
among worldlings, fith they have no hope here, nor 
h:lp, nor ſuccour, nor pleaſure, nor delight here, 1t 
js neceſlary that a careful conſultation be had in (uch 
a dangerous warfare, how we may be beſt. defended, 


and moſt eaſed ; and ſureſt guarded. Avd for that 


the Poor ſeem to have no ſhare among. the Rich, the 


'Weak no part with-che Scrong, nor the Simple. any 
portion with the Deceirful, (and yer a neceſſity laid. 
fipon the pooreſt to provide Food, though 1n mean 
mezſure, 10 ſuſtaiv life, and rags in ſimpleſt manner. 
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to cover the ſkin) a courſe muſt be taken after the rule 
of right reaſon, wherein we muſt leave the ſlejghts of 
the meer fleſh, and lean to the advice of the Spirit z 
leſt that through a careleſs negligence, -and negligent 
ſluggiſhneſs, we be found Authors and Workers of 
our own miſeries. 

And to the end that all ſhould be withour excuſe, 
and none ſhould plead Gods injuſtice or parctality in 
puniſhing or correting 3 God, the Father of all, 
hach ſent Proclamation and Warrant to all to come to 
him : Such as are burdened, he will eaſe : Such as are 
hungry, "he will. feed : Such as ave ſad, he will comfort ; 
and ſuch as are in miſery, be will re!eive, He then that 
complainerh, muſt complain to him : He that pray- 
eth, muſt cry to him! : and he that need<eth muſt come 
rohim. Burt a caveat is piven, as a Proviſo in this 
general Warrant, thar he that will come to God, muſt 
depart from fin : Wherein are comprehended two 
urſeparable conditions : The one that we believe the 
Promiſe of Gods proteRion 7 the other, that we per- 
form our quties/ in our calling : For without the lat» 
ter; the firſt hath no ground ; For we cannht believe 
without the Promiſe, and to the Promile 15 tied obe- 
dience, . and to obedience exerciſe of good things, the 
endeavours of vertue and godly life. 

And this cannot be without the bleſſing, which 
bringeth with it the timely ſupply of bodily neceſſaries 
here, and the true aſlvrance of the joys to come in 
Heaven, which alſo begin even here, through the 
teſtimony of rhar lively ſpiritual Comfcreer which 
giverh inward contentation in outward croſſes, and 
outward relief in ovtward ſorrow : It yieldeth illumi- 
nation to the dark underſtanding, and quickneth the 
dull defires to do good : It heaverh us from the earth, 
and earthly things, which are ſeer to Heaven, and 
H:avenly- ſocicty concealed; It turneth our carnal de- 
hres of working our own wills, to the contemplati- 
on of divine things, and maketh us to. ſeek firft the 
Kingdom which t above, as the principal end of our 
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hope and happineſs, and then to ſeek the things of 
ris life as things of neceſſity 3 and not to covet them, 
ro he the more glorious here, but the more godly; 
nor to he wealthy here, bur rightly wiſe 5 noc ro be 
ambitious hore, ur humble and content with a mean 
{tare 5 not ro fill our bellies with the glvttenous, 
bur ro feral as fafting from all defire of '\upertluities. 

Ecing thus morrified In our affetions, and furniſh- 
ed and adorned with the molt ſavory fruits of conten- | 
tation 11 ovr ettares, highor low, rich or poor, famous |} 
or aſc, we cannot but wa!k patiently 11 ovr Callings, 
and nor grudp ar our miſeries, he they never fo great; 
we cannor bur be reſolute Chriſtians, end abide rhe 
encounter of rhe worlds ſaries, be they never ſo fierce 
ard cruel : And therefore ler us beall of pood cou- 
rage, let us fight the good fight, and ftand 25 men. | 
Fly not to jdle and evil means to relieye our dittreſſes, 
Nor repine art the wealthy and wicked, that have rhe 
wind of every mans plauſible 411 bail, to drive them 
on from cone proud concetr of themſelves to another: 
For if itbe duly weighed, what weight of vaniiics 4t 
heaperh on them (whi h as ſtubble im the (end ſhall 
conſume themſelves with rhe fire of their guilry Con- 
(ſciences) ic will cauſe us to leave off to love their hves, 
or long for the like 3, for their time 1s ſhort and (weer 
(as a feaſt in a dream) here ; but in the end bitter, 
and for c:er. And contr2riwiſe, ovr miſeries. are but 
for a moment, and ovr joys perpetual,. and the ſmal-' 
leſt things (if we fear God) are berter ro us than the 
preateſt riches to the wicked. And though we fall, 
ve (hall not he caft off ; for God ſupporreth us with 
his hand. 

But the wicked ſhall he caft down, and never be a- 
ble to riſe :- Though they flatrer themſelves in their 
own eyes : while their wickedneſs 1s found our, 'wor- 
thy to be hated and abhored of all godly and vertuous. 
men. 

Lcr us therefore truſt in the Lord, and not be idle 
in wall-doingz and 'in cur deepeſt miſeries 3 let us 
walt 
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wait patiently for the Lord, and not he weary : Ler 
us hold faſt hy his promiſes 3 for though he ſeem to: 
hide himſelf from us, he will be found ar length, and 
vill grave and give us what 1s neceſſary for us as Chil- 
dren, and not what may make us more wanton as his 
Enemies, Worldlings and Reprobates : He may fuffer 
us ro he among Lyons, for a ſeaſon, with Darzel :* 
But he will ſhut and cloſe up their devouring Jaws, 
that they ſhall nor prevail, till tke wicked come with- 


in th: ir power, whom they ſhall rear in pieces withs- - 


Our Mercy. 

He iray fuffer us 2 while to live in the Wilderneſs, 
as he did his dear David, but he will bring us hom@ 
2-41n, to take comfo'tof our Friends, and ro comfort 
our Families : He may ſuffer us to be impriſoned long, 
as he did Joſeph ; bur atthe length he will enfranchiſe 
us and turn it to our advantage, 

Ang what if the wicked rail and revile us, as Shji- 
ez did David ? It may be, and farely the Lord will 
do as good for their evil, it we can temper and mor- 
tific our choler, and wirh patience brook their flan- 
ders, we may be fick and diſeaſed, yea, twelve or 
thirty years, with the women and the man in the Goſ- 
pel ; but he can evure us, or comfort us, that it ſhall 
be eaſily born. We may loſe our goods, as Fob did, 
and become meerly undone, as we think, and yer 
he will reſtore them, 1f we be patient and faithfu], 


God harha time to corre, and a time to comforr, 
a time of tryal, anda time of reward : He never fail- 
eth them thar faint nor, nor forſaketh them that for- 
ſake him not : He may make vs mourn now, bur he 
will make us merry again : 'ſhough he make us weep 
now, he will rake a time ro wipe away ovr rears, and 
put them in a Bottle, reſerving the remembrance of 
them till the end, when we ſha'l have our porrion 
with him, in joys endleſs, and unſpeakable, 
And therefore, we thar go forth with lirtle ſeed, 
and ſow it in ſorrow, let us wait without wavering : 
/ K 4 For 
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For a plentiful increaſe will come, and a joyful Har- 


veſt, We ſee our -beginning, and feel it hard 
and dangerous : Bur if we dwell in the Land and 
grudg not, our end ſhall be joyful and glorious. We 
have bur one day to labour, and then comes our hire : 
He that calleth us, is ſure 3 he that promiſeth, is faith- 
ful; what he ſpeaketh, is Yea and Amen, as certain as 
it 11 were preiently done. 

Our natural Fathers indeed may forget us, and our 


$. Þ * IM - 
faimhac Fricnds way forſake vs, and our Enemies may 


Gremrenus bur he will rake us up, ſtand by us, and 
gvard vs z he will foſter and defend us. 


*» 45 a Fathcr favoureth his Son, and as a Mother 


tendererh her [nfants fo doth our Heavenly Farther, 
and far more dearly regard his Clildren: Yea, when 
he ſcemerh to frown, 1t 1s not in disfavour 53 when 
he correRterh us, he hatcth vs nor, when we think 


he leaveth us to the raging waves of this worlds trou- - 


bles, and when we ſeem to fink, he hath us in his hand 
ro hold usup :; We are always 16 his fight, and he 
beholdeth all our ways, and. Recorderhall our works 
our going forth, and our coming in, are in and by 
him, and he hath charged his Angels to watch over 
us, and to guard us from evils, that lie in ſecret tode- 
vour us : When we riſe up, and when we lye down, 
ſlecping or waking, he careth for us : He is the watch- 
man of 1ſrael, that ſlumbererh not : He 1s the Lion of 
the” Tribe of Judah, ar whoſe voice the wicked 
cremble, and by whoſe ſtrength the Righreous land. 


In ovr Youth, and in our Age, in our Wealth, 
and in our want, in our life, and in our death, he 1s 
always ours; and neicher the height above, nor depth 
beneath, nor diſtance of place, can ſeparate us from 
him, nor hinder his preſence with his Children ; 
neither poverty, nor ſickneſs, nor ignominy, nor 
miſery, can eſtrange him from ſuch as truſt in him, _ 

Such a Father 1s he unto the Fatherleſs; ſuch a 
Friend to the Friendleſs 3 ſuch a Staff ro the weur > 
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and-ſuch a Benefattor tothe needy, as no- man truly : 
traſtivg in him, - ſhall periſh 3 he beaperh his Children 3 
as in; his boſom, and loveth them whom the World ' 
hateth': he frowneth on them whom the World fa- 

voureth :| He embraceth them that the world rejeR- 

etch ;, he cleareth them that the world accuſerh, and 

ſavethithem that the world condemneth : His glorious 

are in the, world moſt-baſe ; his deareſt, ate in the 

world;difdained, Not the moſt Rich, but the moſt 

Righteous 3- not the moſt Glorious, but the moſt God- 

ly ; not' the maſt lofty, but che moſt lowly in the 

World, are deareſt tohim : He preferred the poor 

Beggax in his Rags, and with his Scabs, before the 

glorious Ghutton , with his. Riches and- perfumed 

Robes. , Who. then will repine at a poor eftate ? 

Who will he {ad at Ignominy ?. Who will grudgat mi- 

ſery,, fith., we -have riches unſeen, glory concealed, 

and infinite, goFs, ang! .comforts unſpeakable within, - 
rhrough the-Comforter, which no man but the ſoul of 

.the Godly wan,, can camprehend ? . 

Thus is the fairhful Soul fed, thus is the godly man - 
relieved, and-chus!1s the Child of GOD prelerved, 
And therefore, lt, ys thay are poor and miſcrabvle, and 
deſpiſed in the world, be. ſilent in the: world that ha- 
terh, ugg za8d;gryumte.God.who heareth us, becauſe 
we are his, and in his Beloved he loveth us, he can 
and-wHl help us, when moſt need is, and in greateſt 
Perils ſhew. hi powerful preſence : , He came to Da- 
nel, ;, when the Lions would have devour-d him ; to 
the three;Children,, when they ſhould have been con- 
ſumed with fire 3 to: Suſanna, when ſhe ſhould have 
been umjuſily condemned 4 to the widow. of Sarepta, 
in her need, and when all her oy] and meal was ſpent, 
he then renewed her ſtore : he heard the groans of 
Iſrael 1n Egypt 3 he confidered the deſire of Hannah © 
in her ſilence; he ſaw Hagar ſolitary and prieved in 
the wilderneſs ; he was with David baniſhed ;- with © 
Elijah an hungred, with Sampſon when he thirſted: 
-And none, no not one, was ever diſappointed of -his : 
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#92 upon yout, Bur unto Its little Ones, Rich as 8 
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hope, that continued conſtant'unto the end + Though 
we'filly ſouls cannor compretiend his providence, nor 
Iimir his power, both which are alwayes working 
wonderful things, and are never Mle, eyer perfe&, 
an never defettive in any thing, his will ſhall eome 
to paſs : He is only wife, and all fleſh fools : He is 
only ſtrong, and all men weak : Princes are at his dif 
potition : Kings are at his commahd » The raging 
Sea he calinet}z the drieſt Land he warereth-; the 
hardeſt heart he bendeth ; and the moſt ryrannous, 
he calmerh, as a Lamb, by his word. WO"; 
May nor this ſuffice to'bring our raging affe&ions 
under, and work (uch contenration in our inifertes, 4s 
that we ſhould think us beholding to rs powerful 
ProteQor, and lay down our necks' ro IS will, and 
heartily and willingly wait his geod time 6f renewing 
our eftares ? Bur if 1t be his will to *kgep' us alwdyes 
low, and never ro raiſe us 3 alwayes 'pbbr, andinever 
1 ralieveuss alwaies diſtreſſed; and: never to com- 
tortius with the comforrof thislfe ;} can we think thar 


wc through our {mall and ſhorr ſufferings, could de- | 


ms Reſt, 
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ierve the high ſavour of ſo prevailing a God, eſpect- | 


ally rhe joys ther he hatch !:1d\np, In/Heaven for ever, 
tor ſuch as with Pitjence, and Palth, 2nd Lbve,/ and 
Dycrdience, and Well-doifg: eftdute unto the eds? 
O19 cif] NN DY8: 291 316 9w 

And therefore for our preſent” reſoltitiohn'and'cond- 
tort, ler us contiver thar we are not as the world 
deemerh ur, nor the worldlings - as the world eſtecmm- 
2th them. Yor weare 11 their eyes 'Callaways, Hur 
in our own Conſciences, He Children of Gorhrouph 
Chriſt ; wid chevy in their o#n conceits,” BRRAER—ih 
their wealth, and wanton, and delicate, anna” Foote Ih 
their tives : bur by che word of GOD Githour Re- 
pentance, Reprovates. And therefore. fairh' Chrift 
unto then, #2 be wnto vis that are rich, for you-recerve 
your conſrlation in this life. And again, weep and howl 
ye wealt'y and worldly min, for the miſeries that (hall 


_Jealt 
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leaſt eſteemed 1n the world, he faith 3 Fear not my Lit- 
tle Children, 2 have prepared for you a City. And again, 
I will never fail you, nor forſabe you: What ſhall we 
then ſay? The Lord is our Portion, and our: (ure de- 
fence, Why then ſhould we fear what man can do un- 
ro us ? Iſa. 9. 7. The teal of the Lord of Hoſts will per- 
form this. 

Let us therefore rouze up ovr ſouls that are dulled 
with our miſeries, and let vs reſt upon him that 1s the 
God of Mercies, Ler vs be faithful, patient, and' 
humble : Let us only grieve that we have ſinned, and 
be fearful ro offend again. Let us fall down before 
his Foot-ftool, for he is Holy : Letus cry to him, for 
he is pitiful : Let us ask of him, for he 1s liberal :: 
Let us refer us to his will, for he 1s loving. 

O Lord increaſe oy Faith, 
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Here follow ſundry moſt eff etual Prayers for 
aiitreſſed men, howſoeter their Tryals continue and in- 
czeaſe, 


hen thou ſaid(t, Seth my face, my beart anſwered, Thy. 
face, O Lord, will 1 ſeeb. Pal. 27. 18. 


T appeareth by the reſolution of Godly Daw, 

that he was moved hy the Spirit of God in his: 
troubles, to ſeek atd from above, and not in theearth;. 
of God, and nor of man. And to the end rhat Da- 
vids true affeions which he hare rowards the good 
of all Poſteriries, and eſpecially the love ' of: God ro- 
wards h1s Children,” might be recorded ro their* per=- 
petual encouragement, It ts continued even unto us, 
thar we that are even now affiiied, ſhovIid ſee, and. 
as in a Glaſs behold the good will of GOD, wherein: 
he willeth us to ſeek his Face ; which importerh # 
moſt {weer encouragement, thar' all men trouble” 
ſhould ſeek aid of God, who to the end that.” 
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world, and the comforts thereof ſhould not allure his 
Children, leſt they ſhould be alſo miſcarried there- 
by. and ſo be condemned with-the world, he ſetteth 
A vail (as it were) pefore their eyes, namely, Pover- 


ty, Ignominy, Croſſes, Miſeries, and ſundry Calami- 
ties, that rhey delight not .in the face and ſhape of 
this world, but that rather 1t appearing ugly, and no- 
thing pleaſant unto them, they might ſeek another to 


.comfort themſelves, namely, the moſt amiable Face 


of. Heavenly 7ehovah, who willeth us as he did with 
David, to ſeek him only in diſtreſs ; that is, to call on 
him faithfully, ro crave his-favour mſtantly, and to 
lead, our lives uprightly. So ſhall his moſt loving 
Countenance {ſhine upon us, his Hand he extended 
towards us, and his Power and Might be with us. 

And therefore he ſaith freely, Seek ye me; ler us 
inſtantly and faithfully ſeek him with our whole heart : 
ſo: ſhall we be ſure to [ce his Salvation, after we haye 
patiently undergone the ſweet burden of the yoke of 
hu Fatherly.chaſtiſements.. 
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A Iotrve to the: Prayer following, - for 


patience in affliftion. 


YJErforce maketh .a man parient againſt his will; but 

_ that cannot be called Partence, bnt a diſcontent- 
ment. . Bur that 1s patience, when a man bearerh all 
Injuries, .Wrongs, Croſſes, Aﬀicions, and Miferies 
with a willjng mind, wirhour grudging or murmuring, 
without ſeeking or uſing any evil- or finifter prattice, 
07. artemprt to eaſe himſelf of that which God layerh 
unan him, wherein he would ſeem to be wiſer than 
Gad, who knowerh better chan the wifeſt man, whar 
what is heit for. him. And therefore, David giveth 
counſel, To wait patently kpon the Lord, and t1 hopt 
*4him, .1n-whar: eſtate ſoever we be, alrhough we be 
i, 406-(<< otners rich avd proſper. Fret not . thy 
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[ elf for bim which proſpereth in hzs ways, Plal. 37. 7. 


Natural reaſon is deceived, whey 1t conceiveth men 
happieſt, that proſper moſt in the world : For then 
were the Word of God not true, which ſaith, Many 
are the troubles of the Righteous : and then were the 
wicked 1n better caſe than the Godly ; for they prof- 
per beſt in the world. Bur read the 37 Pſalm; their 
eftate is theredeſcribed, and their end preſaged, and 
the godly comforred and confirmed in patience. 
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A Prayer for Patience in affiittion 


very comfort able 


Eavenly Father, mercitul and loving, full of 

| power, abſolure in wiſdom, unſcarchable 1n thy 
Providence, and Giver of all Divine and Spiritual 
Graces, whereby thy children are guided in the way 
of obedience, ſupported in their dangers, and re- 
lieved in their wants : Whereby they learn to love 
thee for thy mercies, to reverence thee for thy Gra- 
ciouſneſs, and to obey thee for thy goodneſs, and in 
all the changes and alterations of their eſtates to:/1m- 
brace Patience, whereby ſuch as thou: bleſleſt, be- 
come thankful, ſuch as rhou afflieſt,, become meek- 
ly contented, and bear the burthen of their: croſſes 
withour any ourward ſhew of diſcontentment, or 1n- 
ward grudging or murmuring at thy corre&ions, but 
depending upon thy Fatherly Providence, they- are 
either timely delivered, or inwardly comforted, their 
hearts eaſed, and their Conſciences quiered,- neyer 
preſuming to limit the time when, or the manner, or 
means how thou ſhouldeſt cafe or relieve them :: Bur 
reſt aſſured by thy Spirir working in their hearts, that 
they are thine, and therefore all things are promiſed 
by thee in thy Word, to work together for their good; 


ſickneſs of: the Body, grief of the Mind, want of ne--: 


cellaries, enemies, and- all- Croſſes, all: conjoyn to 
work 
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work good unto thoſe that are thine : And being 
hereof aſſured, they reft themſelves in patience, and 
wait thy timely releaſe from thoſe miſeries, in hearty 
obedience to thy will, And for that (moſt gracious 
Father) 1t is notin the Nature, nor in the power of 
man to accompliſh theſe Heavenly duties 3 no, not in 
rhine own Ele& # Give me this Heavenly vertae, Pa- 
tience, to undergo whatſoever thou ſhaltlay upon me, 
wich a willing and contented mind, acknowledging 
thar I know nothing leſs than thy ſecret purpoſe, in 


working with a man in this life 3; why thou advan- 


e:dſt one, and pulleft down another : Why one proſ- 
pzreth, and another 15s miſerable : Knowing yer by 
thine own Word an Proiniſe, that to ſuch as are thine, 
all things turn to their good. And therefore I come 
unto thee, who haſt willed me to come; I beg of 
thee, who haſt willed me toask; Aud I knock at 
thee, who haſt willed me to enter intothy preſence, 
and all for patience. G11 Farther, give patience to 
my perplexed foul, that howſocver I fee] either in- 
ward grief, or outward troubles, I may reft me only 
m thee, and by thee, in peace within, howſoever the 
outward man ſeem to'periſh. And let neither my 
fainting heart be caſt down, nor my ſpirit diſquieted 
within me, nor my Conſcience be diſmayed at any of 
thy corrections. Let my heart within-'me rejoyce; . 
Ler my Soul triumph, and my Conſcience receive 
trace” peace and godly alacrity, inthe midit of the cau- 
ſes of my deepeſt diſcomentments. And affilt me, 
Lord, fo with thy Grace, thar I may not only ſeem, 
but 'be indecd rruly parient 3. and by the fame thy 
Grace, ler patience have her true and lively working 
in me, bringinp forth all other! ſpiricual effeRs of ohe- 
diene, all che fruits of. thy ſanttifyving: Spirir, Faith 
ro beheve, Zcal to pray, and conſtant perſeverance 
in rhar hope which makerh not-athamed. So ſhall all 
my Tryals and Te:mprations, Croffes and Aﬀidtions 
work for my:g009, to thy Glory ; and ail my troubles 
be approvedryals of thy Loye,, and Farher!y —_— 
716 | towards: 
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towards me, howſoevet the deſires of fleſh and blood 
oppoſe themſelves to weaken the ſweet aſſurance (et- 
led in me by a lively fecling of the "Promiſes made 1h 
thy Word, infinire in number, conifortable, arid ne- 
ver failing. Plant therefore in me, O good Father, 
playtin me theſe ſaving Fruits, and water them con- 
tinually with the diſtilling dew of thy ſanctifying Sy. 
rit, that they may grow up in me, from the (mall and 
weak buds thar ſcarccly appear in me, to ſuch lively 
ſanQifying and never dving Branches, as may bear in 
me true reſtimonies unto my felf of mine aſſured fal- 
vation, and future glorification, and to thine Ele, 
encouragements of Divine imitation ; and ro the con- 
rrary minded, examples either to their Reformation. 
or Condemnation, 
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A Prayer againſt the Temptations 


G3 ths Devil. 


\ F Oſt merciful God, and loving Father, thy bleſ- 

'4 Yed Word teacheth us, that the old Dragon 
and fubtle Serpent, our Adverſary the Devil, runs 
bout us like a roaring Lion, feektng daily to deyour 
us: Dj 34 O08 

He uſech all his wicked feights againſt our ſouls, 
with an infinite numbcr of dcviliſh Stratagems to 
make us fall 1nro fin, or deſpair. 

He 'pradik th ro 1ntrap us by Riches, by Poverty, 
by Voluptuous aa4 wanton Pleatures, by 'greedy- de- 
fire a'rer honour and worldly Dignttes, by coveting 
carthly Goods 2nd Po..cilious, by care for the Belly, 
and Proviſion cherefore, with all other and unrighte- 
ous and ifinful attcUHions and defircs, 

He cunnsigly doth caſt abroad his Baits and Snares 
ro inrang}. us, night and day, in wores and works, 
ſo that wake we, [leep we, he 1: before or behind us 
to devour us, 
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O glorious God, who'can eſcape ? For he is cont!- 
nually watching, and never at reſt, and we are weak 
and unable of our ſelves to reſiſt. 1 

Open thou our eyes-(O Lord) that we may com- 
prehend how mighty and crafcy our enemy is. Con- 
firm our faith, for we are not to fight againſt Fleſh 
and Blood, bur againſt Satan the utter enemy of the 
Soul, therefore (Q faithful Father) have compaſſion 
ON us. | 

Make us ſtrong in the power of thine own ſtrength, 
put upon us thy de/enftive-Armour, to refiſt manfully 
the remprations and ſubtle devices of rhe Devil, _ 

Give us thy Weapons : Gird our Reins with the 
Girdle of Truth, pur on our Breaſts, the Breaſt-plate 
of Righreouſneſs, ler our Feer be ſhod with Evange- 
lical peace, and above all things, let our hearts be de- 
fended with the ſhield of Faith: So ſhall we. be ſure 
ro quench all the fiery darts of the Devil, fo that our 
heads be.covered with 'the . Helmet of Salvation, and 
our hands hold fafi the Sword of thy Spirir, which 
is thy moſt Sacred and never: failing word. 

Then ſhall we be able to do any good thing, and 
valiantly (through thy aid and luccour)-overcome our 
Adyerlary the Devil.; for in thy, very, Name. we ſhall 
ny IRMA dn; 17 r <4 7 mo 

Be thou but our Helper, and ho fear can aſſault us 5 
ſtand thou but by thus, -and though the world, ſhall be 
overwhelmed, and the Mountains tumbled into: rhe 
bottom of the Sea, yer ſhall we be ſafe ; for thou arr 
our Aſſiſtance, «ha liveſt and reigneſt world.without 
end. AMR. , "1 SORT l 
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The Motives to the firſt Prayer 


in aiftrejs. # 


Being a Confeſſion of ſin, and a Petition to be releaſed of 
the puniſhments due for the ſame. 


| unto God, nor only in their filent fighs, as 
Hannah and Moſes did; bur alſo in their unfeigned 
zeal, uſing the means, the Tongue and Lips 1n crying 
unto the Lord, who willeth us to aſk, and enjoynerh 
us to wait, until his good time be to give what we de- 
fire. 

- And for that God heareth not ſinners, here is in- 
ſerted a Confeſſion, and Praycr for forgiveneſs, that 
our unworthineſs may be put away, and our unapt- 
neſs turned into true ſubmiſſion, and our coldne(s 1n- 
to zeal,. that the Spirit of God being renewed within 
us, through our humiliation and prayer, we may not 
faint, bur live 1n hope, and undergoe the corredion 
of our loving God, in what manner, and for what 
rime he lecth it fir for us, withour indenting with him 
what to do for us, or when to come to us, becauſe 
he is wiſe, and we our (elves fools : He js merciful, 
and never faileth nor forſaketh the miſcrable. 

God 1s love, and imbraceth them that deſerve to 
be hated. And therefore he beareth with our imper- 
fe&1ons, and accepterh us righteous, being tnrighre- 
ous; worthy, being unworthy of our ſelves. And in 
this hope and aſſurance, 1s this Prayer following, to 
be faithfully uſed, and it ſhall comfort the foul of the 
moſt ſorrowful. 
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The way traly to ſeek out God, is to do juſtly, 
to love mercy, to humble our ſelves, and to walh with 
him. 


1 Poor 


Repryce in hope, be patient in tribulation, continuing in 
Prayer, Rom. 12. 12. 


The firil Prayer an difireſs. 


Father full of knowledge, thou ſearcheſt the 

# hidden thoughts of all hearts, thou heholdeſt 
the defires even of ſuch as keep fiience ; but yet rhon 
requireſt that thy children ſhould know. and confeſs 
thee to be their Father, and to to judge of thy works 
as that thou haſt framed in man a heart wherewith to 
believe, and a tongue and lips whereby -to confeſs 
thee to be Is loving Father, and \doeſt challenge at 
his hands, the Sacriftces of Prayer and Praiſe conti- 
nually.. | | 

Thy . Children muſt not be dumb in their Souls, 
nor mute in their Lips, th:t want thine aid : no, thou 
commandeſt them :o ask and ſeek, and knock, and 
ſheweſt thy ſelf ready to hear, ready to be found, and 
ready to receive thy diſtreſſed Ones, who are faithful] 
and patiept, and perſcyere unto the end. _ 

And therefore, dear Father, I (beſet with many 
miſeries},come unto thi :, as unto the chiet Fountain 
of all reſt and relief, inward and outward : but I am 
finful, and that | confeſs, and they wilt no: hear ſuch 
as are defiled with iniquity : the wicked cannot find 
thee, and the unjuſt cannot come before thy pre- 
lence. 

Alas, what ſhall I then do, heing ſo unfit to ack, 
ſo unapt to ſeek, and io unworthy to recelve whar I 
defire, by reaſon of my fins ? | 

Burt cleanſe me, O Father moſt pure, and ſanitine 
me, O thou moſt holy : teach me what to ſpezk unto 
thee, for I cannot keep filence, my grieis are en, 
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4 * Poor Mans Reft. 91. 
and my miſeries increaſe more and more : I muſt 
therefore ſpeak : O ſhape in me a new ſpirit, give 
me a renewed heart, and a tongue that may ſpeak ac- 
ceprahle things unto thee, that thine Ears may he 0- 
pened unto my cries, and thy mercies (O Lord) rea- 
dy to receive my humble complaints. 

Thine eye: (O Lord) are open unto the cries of all 
thar fear thee, and reliev<ſt all rhat truſt truly 10 thee, 
thou delivereſt their fouls trom death, and comforteſt 
their hearts in the time of ſorrow, 

And therefore doth every man that 1s godly make 
his prayer unto thee; and holdeth not his tongue : 
be may muſe and meditate for a time at his miſcries, 
bur at the length the firc of zeal will enkindle, and 
he cannot but ſpeak with his Tongue, and cry unto, 
thee, ro ſhew his hope, that he hath an helper in 
Heaven : he crycth, and thou confidereſt : he defi- 
reth, and thou rclieveſt : he beljeveth, and at the 
laſt, thy mercy and goodreſs appeareth, and chou em- 
braceſt him with-joyful and timely deliverance. 

And how cometh it to paſs, (O merciful Lord) 
that I ſo long have ſought thee, and thou ſeemeſt to. 
hide thee from me ? How Tong have I prayed unto 
thee, and thou (eemeſt ro give no ear unto me, which 
maketh me weary, and almoſt ready to faint, and to 
give over my ſuit, which I have ſo long ſought, and 
made unto thee, O God, my Strength, and my Re- 4 
deemer; | | I 

But ſo, O Lord God, thy promiſes and loving kind- * 
neſs do only feed ard nouriſh me with a continual and } 
never-dying hope, that the time expetted will come 
at the laſt, when thou forgetting my fins, wilt both 
hear me, and fully deliver me. 

Thou arr God, and therefore good : thou art the | 
Father of all, and therefore only thou knoweſt the | 
wants of all thy Children, and the things moſt fic to | 
give. unto thein, and the time when to, beſtow them 
on them. | 
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A Poor Mans Reſt, 
And therefore, Father all-ſufficient, and full of 
love, I preſume not to ſay unto thee, Come now, or 
do this ; but for the time when, and the thing what 
thou wilt work for me, I refer to thee, yet be not, 
over-long away : for thou knoweſt my fechleneſs, and 
my mileries, and how near I am brought ro an unre- 
coverable fall : What ſhall T do, Lord, but hope on- 
ly in thee ? 

The Prophet Witneſſerh unto us wretched men, 
that when the righteous cry, thou heareft chem, and 
delivereſt rhem ovt of all their troubles. 

Bur who 1s rightecus, O Lord ? who 1s clean ? he 
alſo witneſſerh thas none 15 righteous, none 1s clean, 
but all are ſinners:: yea, our moſt holy Fathers were 
impure in thy ſight, and yet they received the Pro- 
miſe, and obtained Grace and Mercy, and Relief, and 
Strength and Salvation at thy hands. | 

Bur, Lord, they were thus comforted, and thus 
olefſed, and thus relieved, only of thy free favour 
(wherein thou accepredſt chem righteous, and impu-' 
o_ not fin unto chem) and nor of their deſery- 

ns. av 1? Faret: 

Thou art love, and in love thou embraceft them 
rhat deſerve to be hated for their ſins; and therefore 
fith thou art ſo full of compaſſion; and 'fſo infinite In”! 
thy mercics, bear wich mine imperfe&ions, and: co-. 
ver my fins ; accept me righteous, and I am righte-' 
ous : accept me worthy, and I am worthy to receive 


ration. | ? 1 

Hold me righteous in the righteouſn*ſs of thy Be- 
loved, thar I alſo may be heard when I cry, as my 
righreous Fathers were, and let me be delivered out 
of my diſtreſſes, as the righteous have been deliver- 
Ed out of all their tronbles. 

For, whar can it profit thee (O. Father) to forſake 
me utterly, and ro ſuffer me/ro be forſaken of all, as 
if rhou hadfſt nor reſpe& unto mine offering; I cry 
daily, and yer my trouble continuerh : I ſeek —_, 
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and am deprived of all Earthly Bleſſings. 

O wretch that Iam, what ſhall be the end of my 
complaint : I will cry yer, if thou wilt hear ; I will 
ſeek thee ſtill, till rhou mayeſt be found : be it as 
thon wilt, into thy hands I commend me, and ro thy 
Providence I commit mine Eſtate, moſt grievous and 
beſt known unto my (clf 

0 Lord increaſe my Faith. 


The Motive tothe ſecond Prayer, to be 
ſaid of diftreſſ:d men. 


VV terein the poor man defireth God to confj- 
der'in'Mercy his Temptations, which are ſo 
much rh: more heavy and grievous, becauſe the 
woridly-minded do tawint at him for affiiction ; af- 
firming rhat God hath forſakzen him, tor thar he pu- 
nifheth him ſo deeply. And the poor man having no 
other refuge, but to fly unto God, 1s encouraged 
through Gods promiſes, and pcrſwaded through faith, 
that theſe men ſpeak ſo hardly of him, for thar they 
ſavour not of the true knov 1]. age of Gods loving cor» 
rc&tons, whereby he viliteth his dearcſh, Children 
here for a time, that they periſh not Eternally « And 
reſolverh himſelf to hold faſt by God, and therefore 
prayeth for ſtrength : and withal, he dcefireth the 
a{liſtance of Gods dircaions in the government of 
his 1if2 and aRions, leſt that. ſach as ſec his poverty 
and afflitions, ſhou'd fee him fall from God by groſs 
fins, and (o takgyhe firong<r occaſion to cenſure him 
juſtly puntihed for his wickedneſs, Yer withal he 
confeſleth unro God, that he 1s indeed a finner, and 
for his ſins juſtly rouched with croſſes,” by .the meer 
Providence of God in love, and raketh comfort b 
examining his ways, and his will, which althoug 
they be not ſo right as they ought, yer in reſpe& he 
errerh through frailty, nor by a full conſent, rather 
as 
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as a ſufferer by Satans oppreſſion, than a wilful doer 
againſt che will of his Maker : He defireth God to 
look upon him in the merits of Chriſt, and in him 
prepare hjs dull heart ro repentance, and his whole 
Fl nian to a more ſincere courſe of life : that his wayes 

| being reformed by the Word of Truth, his hard af- 
i} flifion may be 1n the end, and by little and little mi- 


and ſorrow, and according to his Divine Promiles, 
| by his delivery, give him occaſion to fing anew Song, 
A! a Song of joyful deliverance, both from the Tyranny 


"i of Satan, and allo from the heavy burden of his af- 
| fictions, 


* The ſecond Prayer for Conſtancy, in Affliftion, 


1 
! 
| 
| | and 10 indure malicious ſlanders patiently. 
bi 
{l | 


| ORD, How are my troubles incteaſed ? how many 
I and ho'y grievons miſeries have fiezed and taken 
aff hold upon me? inſomuch as the world arguerh me for- 
| ſaken of thee, affirming that there 1s no help for me 
l in thee. 
y But Lord, are they not ſuch as have a carnal eye, 
and do nor ſpiriwvally diſcern thy ſecret purpoſes, in 
chaftiſing them whom rhou loveſt ? 
They look only upon the outward means, that the. 
world worketh, and comprehend not thy Mercy and 
Providence; wherein thou workeſt by means, even 
as thou wilt. | 

Therefore, ler rot their malice me me, nor their 
taunts diſmay me ; I will ho!d me by rhy promiſes, 
and endeavour ro keep thy Starutes, and perform what 
thou haft corm:mundes, | 

O Father, leaa me 1n thy righteouſneſs, that I fin 
not in their {pt that cover to catch me in the ſnare, 
and to entrap me in the net of deſerved reproof. 
Bear me upon the wings of thy Blefſed gs 
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and let me not come wichin the reach of their malici- 
ous inventions: 

Ler not ſuch as lay wait for me, have juſt cauſe to 
defire, or opportunity to ork any -vil againſt me : 
rather let me ſo tread the paths of tizar love, and per- 
form the duty to all men, that thou ha!? willed in thy 
Word, that my Conſcience bearuig me witneſs, of 
mine innocency, I may freely ſay, Thg Lord 4 my help- 
ir, 10 evil ſhall happen unto me. 

I confeſs that I cannot fo carry my ſelf in this life, 
hut offence will be raken againſt me, and I ſhall de- 


ſerve (as I do) the juſt reproofs of men, yea, againſt. 


my will : and conf. quently, rhe carnally affe&ed can- 
not but break our into bitrerneſs againſt me for the 
ſame, and the more by reaton they ſee me afflicted, 
as It were by thy hand, which they take as a ſtrong 
argument, that Tam a ſinner moſt notorious, and thar 
thou haſt utterly catt me off for ever. 

I cannot indecd (loving Father ) but confeſs my fins, 
and that I am worthy of ſharper corrections, than 1 
have yet taſted, or am able to bear : yet conſider, 
that I have not malicioufly done what thou diſlikeſt, 
bur in weakneſs, andof natural imbecilliry only, and 
much againſt my will, rather -as ſuffering Satans op- 
p:effions, than willingly or wilfully committing fin. 

And therefore truſt I in thy mercies, O forgive me : 
I depend on thy power, O ſave and deliver me, left 
my miſeries overwhelming me, ſuch as pretend evil 
again(t ine, take occaſion to purſue me,- and to de- 
VOur ime. 

Contider my troubles, O Lord, behold my dan- 
Lers, and be vnro me a perpetual reſt and refuge. 

Why ftandeſt thou aloof, O Lord, and ſeemeſt 
nor ro regard my troubles? Why turneft thou awa 
thy face, and confidereſt not my wants? why hide 
thou thy ſelf, when my troubles ſo abound ? 

Ariſe, and let not the wicked rake occaſion through 
mine affliions, or ſay, rhere 15 no help for me 1n 
thee, or that i!i0u regardeſt not the cauſes of thy di- 
ſireſied children. Deli- 
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© Deliver me rather, and relieve me, that the righ- 
reous perceiving thy readineſs to ſave me, may the 


more fear thee, and truſt in thee, and not faint when 


they are likewiſe afflifted. 

Thou willeſt the poor to commit himſelf unto thee, 
and promiſeſt to relieve ſuch as have no helper. Thou 
prepareſt the dull hearts to call upon thee, and thou 
apain heareſt their cries, and comforteſt them, 

How long then, O Lgrd, how long wile thou for- 
per me ? how long ſhall I cry, and not be heard ? 


- how long ſhall I ſeek counfcl of thee, and yer be. jg- 
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norant what courſe to take : I am wearied with my 
daily ſighs and groans, which my heart (fraught with 
grief and heavincſs) doth pour forth before thee con- 
tinually. O be unto me that lively light, that way 
lighten wy fad and-penſive Soul. Send that Comſor 
rer unto me, whom thou haſt prorniſed to ſend, that 
he-may teach me « hat to do in this my miſery. 

Thou haſt threatencd to increaſe the forrowes of 
ſuch as ſeek unto other gods, why then ſhould rhey 
continue ſtill miſerable, and heavy, and grieved, thar 
ſeck thee only, and only believe 1n thee ? how ſhal] 
they be ſtill ignorant chat ack counſel and wiſdom of 
thee, who haſt CreareCall in the beginning, and dot 
preſerve all, and maintain all for ever, being God on» 
ly powerful, provident and loving ? | 

To theeI only come, on thee I only call, thee I 
offly ſeek : with thee 1s mercy, and with thee is right 
Redemption, and thou delivereſt all -that truſt in 
thee, as a,moſt ſure Saviour, and mighty ProteQour. 
© And thy Word expreſleth the lively force of thy 
leve'and power, wherein thou keepeſt them thar are 
thine, as the Apple of thine Eye, and covereſt them 
with the witgs of rhy favour, from the mercyleſs and 
cruel men. : 

. © be therefore my Rock, whereon I may ſafely 


reſt : be thou my ſtrong Caſtle, wherein I may be 


freed from the dangers prepared againſt me : for thou 
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fromthine anger, and conſequently from:my miſeries, 
bur thy mercy only, 1n thy beloved Chrift Jeſus. 

Corre& me not therefore, dear Father, as I deſerve, 
but in him have compaſſhon upon me : and as for my 
reformation, thou beareſt me with thy rod, fo for my 
preſervation, hold me up by thy. ſtaff . that I be fiot 
confounded utterly, or periſh altogether. 

Thou ſeemeſt as if thou hadfſt utterly forſaken me : 
Oh, why art thou ſo far fromme in the woful time of 
my troubles ? Why ſtoppeſt thou thine ears at my 
cry? Why doft thou turn away thy face, when I of- 
fer the Sacrifice of Prayer unto thee, and ſeemeſt nor 
to regard me, though I put my truſt wholly in thee ? 

O come, -Lord, come now at the laft, perſorm thy 

promiſes of aid and comfort when moſt need is : for 
vain are the helps of fleſh, weak is mans Axm, and 
his heart is not right to equity and judgment, there- 
fore T cruſting in thee only, let me not be difappoint- 
ed of my hope, let me not go mourning, by reaſon 
of my miſeries, and never find relief at thy hands. 
- - Our Fathers truſted in thee, they called upon thee 
in their troubles and dangers, and were delivered and 
freed from that which oppreſled them : They prayed 
unto thee, and were heard : they ſought thee, and 
thou ſhewedfſt thy ſelf a helping Farther unto them, 
even when they were ready to be ſwallowed up of 
mercyleſs waters. 

Great were thy favours towards all our believing 
Fathers : but alas, Lord, whatamlI ? I am a Worm 
and no Man, yet I believe, Lord, help mine unbelief, 
I am coyered with ſhame, be thou my glory, that I 
may glorifie thee among the people that- now contemn 
me, becauſe thou ſeemeſt to hide thy face from me. 

I am gazed on, and derided, ſeorned, and deſpt- 
ſed, becauſe of my miſeries : my neighbours rhar 
ſhould afſiſt me, diſdain me : my familiars that ſhould 
comfort me, do not only forſake me, but ſay of me, 
that all my hopes in vain, my Kinsfolks who ſhould: 
ud mem my nect | 
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and tauntingly (ay, I am deſeryedl!y fallen, and cannot 
riſe again. | 

Oh behold this, thou that fitteſt on high, conſider 
this, and inſtead of theſe miſeries (increaſed by ſuch 
as ſhould friendly viſit me) ſtand thou by me, and 
afford me the cup of thy Salvation, that I taſting of 
ir, may anſwer theſe men, and fay, as I am aſſured, 
that my Redeemer liveth, even thou my God, merci- 
ful, and all-ſufficient, who art one and the ſame for 
EVET. 

I was caſt upon thee as ſoon as I was born, and thou 
receivedſi me : but the faults of my youth, and the 
ſins of my riper years, have cauſed a divorce be- 
tween thy love and my lewd life. I am forry, dear 
Father, I am ſorry for my , fault rake me again into 
the boſom of thy favour : and from henceforth be 
preſent with me again, and ler me only joy in obey- 
ing thee, and let my Soul take comfort of thee, and 
my whole man be relieved by thee 5 far beſides thee 
I have no helper. 

O help thou me, and reſtore me to comfort again : 
baniſhall my afflitions as a miſt, and refreſh-my ſoul 
with the timely dew of thy relief, pour down the 
ſweet drops of thy quickning Spirit, 'and let a com- 
forcable calm follow rhe fearful ſtormes of this danger- 
ous tempeſt. | 

And I will yield thee the praiſe, who arr worthy 
of all praiſe. I will magnifie thy name, that workeſt 
wonderful things, and bringeſt to paſs that which che 
worldly. ones cannot comprehend, 1 will declare thy 
vame for ever among” the caildren of men. The 
righteous ſhall hear ir, and be glad, and the wicked 
ſhall quake to ſee me reſtored, whom they fo long 
have ſcorned, and deemed a caſt away, becauſe ol 
my miſeries, | 

For thine own names ſake therefore, O Lord my 
God, hear my Prayers, conſider my Meditations 
heip me in time convenient, before I fall utterly, 'le 
the righteous be diſcouraged by my decay, and me 
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godly rake heart ro perſevere the more in their obſii- 
nate and mahcious wayes, whilſt they 1magine there 
is not a God, that reſ9e&eth the miferies of his dt- 
ſtreſſed children. 

O Lord increaſe our Faith, 


The Motive to the fourth Prayer. 


VW Herein the poor man ſheweth his accuſtomed 

conſtancy and 'aith. And feeling the weight 
of his croſſes yet heavy, prayeth that he may not 
be utterly conſumed, nor that his enemies prevail 
againſt h)m, but rather God will furnith him with ſuch 
ability, as he may pacific him 1n paying all men their 
due : and the rather, for that many do look upon his 
dangers, \both the wicked and the godly ; the one in 
derifion, the other in grief. Theſe yer expe& what 
will be the iſſue of the poor mans croſſes. But the 
godiy wiſhing i: to be comfortable 3 he prayeth that 
he may ſee it come to a wiſhed end, for confirmation 
of. their hope in the like dangers. z and becauſe the 
Poor man findeth his own infirmities, he prayeth for 
ſtrengrh, and ſeeing his own 1gnorance, prayerh for 
knowledge, and looking Into his dulneſs, and cold jn- 
clination to good things, 'prayeth for fervency and. 
zeal ; knowing afluredly, that there' 15 no way to at- 
tain unto delivery from thraldome, bur to walk righely 
before the Lord, who is ready to ſet the juſt upon a 
ſure rock, againſt which the wicked cannot prevail, 
And akthough Father, Mother, Kinſmen and Fricnds 
forſake him, he is aſiured the Lord ſupplyeth them 
all, and by the experience he hath of the Lerds rea- 
dineſs to help, having upholden him in former da n- 
pers, he will not fail him, nor forſake him, when He 
» as tobe ſwallowed up of moſt mercyle(s rrou - 
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The fourth Prayer , wherein he Prayeth for 
Faith, for 7e#l and ſtrength, to undergo Gods correfts + 
ns, and to be delivered from the dangers prepared 4s» 
gainſt him. 


Ord, 1 lift up my heart unto thee, my ſoul truft- 
ech in thee, let me not be confounded, let not 
men have their defires againſt me, let thy Bleſſings 
be poured down upon me, Jet thy cup of comfort and 
ſalvation be filled unto me, and ler thy right hand be 
ready and out-ſtretched to hold me up, and in thy 
providence furniſh me with the hid treaſures of thy 
love. 

So ſhall I fit ſafely upon a ſure rock, and be fur- 
niſhed with ſuch thifhgs as may pacifie ſuch as now are 
jmportunate with me for that which I cannot perform; 
and reſting jn (danger of their cruelties, have no 0- 
cher refuge, but to depend on thy Mercy and Provi- 
dence wherein (as in a ſafe Sanuary) I ſhall reſt 
evermore preſerved until theſe dangers be overpaft. 

Many do look upon me, to ſee and conſider what 
will become of my miſerics, and I continually plead 
thy free mercy in Chriſt, wherein thou promiſeſt to 
cover the multitude of my ſins, for which I am thus 
-ffii&ted ; The righteovs thereby take hold of hope, 
and in my behalf wiſh a proſperous and happy end 
Oo! my defires, encourage-me to pertevere ; for that 
ri:y Word, ever ſure, warranterh a timely delivery of 
all ſuch as are penicent, parient, and faithful unto the 
end. : 

Bur alas, good Farher in Chriſt Jeſus, I a moſt ſin- 
ty] man, do challenge no comfort, eaſe or relief in 
mine own right, bur im the merits of him, in whom 
thou art well pleaſed, and in whom thou ſheweſt 
mercy unto ſinners, among whom I am the greateſt, 

Yea, Lord, I am ignorant of good things, and 
wander as a beaſt by nature, in the vaſt Wildernefs 
of this Warlds vanities, having little or no taſt ef 
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thy ſaving truth, or feeling of future danger ; but of 
thee only I have knowledge 3 of my (elf I am weak, 
but from thee I have all ſtrength ; of my ſelb is miſe- 
ry, from thee is mercy, of my ſelf I am altogether 
unperfe&, bur from thee is all perfe&tion, both in- 
ward, tending to the conſolation of my fad ſoul, and 
outward to the relicf of my diſtreſſed body. 

Therefore teach me, O Lord, teach me.thy- truth, 
ſhew me thy wayes, aud lead me 1n thy paths conti- 
nually 3 with- hold my heart from every evil thought, 
and my hands, that they commit no evil, keep mine 
eyes ſincere, and my tongue that 1t ſpeak no unſeem- 
ly thing, and my feet from falling. | 

Regard me nor as T am in mine own ſelf, nor deal 
with me as I deſerve by mine own wayes, but ac- 
cording to thy tender mercies and loving kindneſs ba- 
niſh my ſins as a miſt, drive away my 1mperfettions 
ix Cloud, and ſupply my wants with timely re- 
tef, 

Thou art righteous and gracious, and reformeſt fin”. 
ners,. and forgiveſt their fins. 

Be merciful therefore unto mine iniquities, for they 
are very great. Keep my ſoul and deliver me, letme 
= be confounded, nor periſh utrerly, for I truſt 1n 
thee. | 

Thou art the light of my Salvation, the ſtrength 
4 my life, and my refuge, and ſure defence in tron- 

C _ 

In the time of my greateſt dangers, thou ſhalt hide 
me 1n thy Tabernacle, namely, in the ſecret places 
of thy providence, which no man can find ont : thou 
ſhalt hedge me, and hide me from them that covet my 
deftruRion : thou ſhalt ſer me upon a Rock, againſt 
which man ſhall not prevail. 

Hearken therefore, O Lord, hearken -unto my 
yoice, when I cry unto thee, have mercy upon me, 
and comfort me. 

Thou ſayeſt, Seeb ye my face ; and what is it, O 
Lord, but to ſeck thy help in diſtreſs and davger ? 
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tn crave thy favour, and ſuccour in the time of 
need ? 

O Fathcr, my foul (by the priviledge of thy. free 
Spirit, which reacheth truth in the inner parts) is 
ready. my heart alio 15 prepared to ſeek thee, my 
tongue (peaketh unto thee, as unto the lively helper 
of ail thar are opprelied. 

Bide not th+refore thy f:ce in dif leaſure, which 
'a love thou willeſt me to ſeck : be unto me as here- 
rofore thou haſt been, my ſuccour and ſhield, and 
leave me nor unto the end. , 

My natural Father indeed that begat me, and my 
Morher that bare me, may forget me, my Friends 
rhar pretend to favour me, may forſake me, when 
chou rebukett me, but rhou canſt nor forget me, nor 
forſake me ; for thou in thy Word haft promiſed the 
contrary 3 and therefore I will nor fear to fly unto 
rhee, who giveſt whar Earthly Fathers cannot give, 
and ſupplicit my wants, that neither my moſt famili- 
.ur, and my deareſt Friends can ſupply. 

I ſhould utterly faint, did I not verily truſt in thee, 
and af{uredly know that thou haſt no reſpe& of per- 
fons, - and that thou accepreſt not of men, as the 
World doth, by the outward habit and exrernal Glo- 
ry, but the inward parts decked with Faith 3 Fear 
and Obedience thou likeſt, and embraceſt the pooreſt 
tor piety, and inthe proud whom the world doth re- 
verence, thou haſt no delight. 

Frame thou therefore mine 1nward zeal, and let 
not my outward buſineſs overmuch deprive me of 
ſome comfort among the children of men, and when 
I cry untc thee, be not as men, who regard not the 
poor, but with ſpeed hear and confider, and refuſe 
not to anſwer me With timely relicf, ; 

A 1d let not the unſavoury miſeries of this life, ac-" 
coir panied with the natural weakneſs. of my Fleſh, 
draw me into the way of the wicked, but let me ra- 
ther hold faſt by thy promiſed protection, as by the 


Altar of a lively refuge. 
Bow 


ks 


Bow do:vn thine Ear, I ſay, O Lord, and let ne 
not for ever cry unto thee in vain. 

' Draw me out of the net that 151aid for me, deliver 
me from the dangers prepared againſt me. 

Thou haſt (cen my troubles, and haft kriown my 
Sovl in the bitterneſs of diſtreſs, and yet thou haſt 
nor utterly forſaken me, but in mercy haſt mightily 
preſerved me from infinite perils, | 

And now, Lord, even now, ſeeing my life waſt- 
eth in heavine(s,- and my years conſume in ſorrow -. 
firn Tama reproach even among my Netghbours, and 
all my friends fail me, and ſeeing I am even. at the 
point to periſh, be pleaſed. ro think on my miſeries, 
and ſend me ſpeedy relief, 

As thy goodneſs, O. Lord, js great, which thou 
haſt laid up as ina treaſury for all that fear thee; o 
let thy mercy appear, 'and thy providence, and pow-- 
er toward me, be ſcen among ſuch as think: indeed. 
thou haſt forſaken me utterly. 

0 Lord increaſe my Faito, 


The Motive to the fifth Prayer. 


AJ) Fon the poor- man appealeth unto God, 

being fſiriken with a kind of deſpair, be- 
cauſe there be that ſay of him, there 15 no help for 
him in God : He therefore not only cryeth unto God, 
that he will confider it, but. he himſelf alſo entrerh- 
into:the cauſe why they ſo ſay, and finderh it to be, 
for that they (ee his ſtore conſumed, and his Bxsker: 
empried, and' his foes furious againſt him ; bur he 
herewith not diſmaye?, reaſoneth agalnſt theſe mens 
infidelity 3. who, 1n theſe their allegations ſeem to de- 
ny, that either there 1s a God, or that he careth for, 
or will, or can help che poor. And yet he preſumeth 
not upon his own integrity, but confeſſerh God to be 
juſt, and rightly may puniſh ſinners, among whom 
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he 1s the greateſt : and he findeth this temptation to 
be very grievous, he prayeth God to ſecond his fee- 
ble nature, by his free grace, and that he will ſtay him 
with his ſtaff, while he is but a weak man, and may 
eaſily be burthened above his own ſtrength. Bur be- 


ing affiſted by God, he aſſureth himſelf that no arm 


of fleſh can prevail further againſt him, than ſhall-be 


profirable for him : nay, he is aſſured, that it ſhall 


come ſo to paſs, that even they that moſt upbraid 
him, ſhall acknowledge the mighty hand- of God in 


dehvering him, and therefore determineth to wait 
' the good pleaſure of God, when and how it ſhall 


come to paſs, and will not be diſcouraged though men 
ſay, There is no help for him #n God. 
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The fifth Prayer, wherein the poor man Pray- 
th God to hrep him from deſpair, howſoever men go 
about to make him afraid. 


N thee, O Lord, I put my truſt, and yet there are 
.& that ſay, there is no help. for me: in. thee : but 
thou art my God, how ſay they rhen, thou canſt 
not help me ? fith thou art moſt loving, and abſojute- 
ly all-ſuFictenr. 

F am indeed: brought low and much weakned, I 
have no helper among che ſons of men. This they 
confider that ſay, There #s no help for me an thee. 

They perceive that my Basket is empty, © they ſee 
that my ſtore is conſumed, and therefore they ſay, 
There is 0 help for me, ner recovery of me by thee. 

T ponder theſe their words, © Lord, in my heart, 
and keep filence* ; I conſider their thoughts, yer I 
faint not * I mark what they (peak of me, and. yet 
I deſpair not, for thou art my God,,.thar canſt defend 
me, my Father that canſt reſtore me, and ſuſtain me ; 
thou art ro me all in atl : How fay they then, There # 
49 velp for me in thee? bk 


_— — —— -— O—_— — 


Do not theſe men ſay in their hearts, Thou art not | 

God, that thus diminiſh thy power ?, and that thou 

art either unable, or unwilling 10 help the needy, ' 4 
and to uphold thy diſtreſſed Children ? but as thou - | 
knoweſt them Lyars, ſo make them know their vain 
conceirs, by ſome ſure token that thou never faileſt | 
| them for ever, that perſevere conſtantly, and truſt | 
truly in thee unto the end. | 

Thou art indeed a jealous God, and puniſheſt ſuch - 
as go aſtray, yer thou art a loving God, and calleſt thy 
choſen Children from their evil wayes, by a gentle - 
direion. ; | 

And thetefore fooliſh and unadviſed are they, that - | 
meaſure thy favour rowards men, by the fulneſs of , 
good things, tending to the ſaciety of fleſhly defires, . 
and thy diſpleaſure, by want and affliction, thatthink 
that thou loveſt them, chat thou feedeſt fat with . the 
plenty of Worldly Riches and Pleaſures of this life, 
and hateſt them that are low by crofſes and corre&i- i 
Ons. 

And preat is this temptation (good Father) unleſs 
thou ſecond our feeble natures by thy grace, being - 
rouched with thy correQing hand; ſtay me therefore, - | 
O ſtay me with thy ſtaff, whilſt thou ſmiteſt me with - | 
thy puniſhing Rod. 

Lay nor upon. me wretched man, a more heavy | 
burthen than I ſhall be able to- bear. And though 
thou ſee ir moſt convenient for me to ſuffer want, af-. 
flitions, croſſes, and reproaches in this life ; ro the 
end that I be. not miſcarried with rhe pleaſing vani- | 
ties of this World, yet withal conſider that I am but : 
a man, weak, and unapt to bear the yoak of over- | 
ſharp tryals, without ſuch ſupply of thy bleſſed com- 
fore, inward, and outward, as may maintain faith and : 
bodily neceſſaries in me, and for me, 

$9 ſhall I rejoyce in my low cftate, and no cala- - 
mity ſhall bring me into deſpair of thy provident pro- 
re&ion : I ſhall be aſſured that thou art indeed my. 
God, and that whatſoeyer men ſay of me to the con» 
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Men ſay yet of, me, There is no belp for me in thee. 
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trary, thou art and wilt be my helper, in the time of 
my greateſt need. ' 

And then ſhall ir come to paſs, that even theſe men 
fhall ſee how great thy goodneſs is, which thou haſt 
in ſtore for them thar fear thee, and thy mercy, which 
thou ſheweſt them that truſt in thee, even in the ſighr 
of the ſons of men. © 

They ſhall ſee and behold how.thou doſt ſeem to 
expoſe thy children, as It were to the fury and rage 
of the worlds miſeries, and yer doſt hide them as 1n 
a ſacred Sanctuary, a place whereunto the proud, and 
ſuch as embrace vanity, ſhall never come. 

And ſuch as now purſue me, either with hate or 
reproach, ſhall ſee 1n the end, that there is help only 
in thee, and rhat no arm of fleſh can prevail againſt 
rhce,, O' God, nor againſt them that truſt in rhee. 

They ſhall ſay, whenthey ſee the iſſue of my hope 
ro be good; and rhat my proſperity 1s renewed, Lo, 
we thought ths man mad, we deemed him a caflaway ; 
but lo, the Lord, in whom be truſted, hath made bim to 
fand, and hu hand hath brought to paſs what be deſired. 

And I my ſelf ſhall rhen conſider that I erred, 
when raſhly 1 ſaid, I'was utterly caft down; for though 
when T crycd, thou ſeemedſt not to hear ; when [ 
{ought rhee, thou ſeemedſt to hide thee from me ; 
anJ when IT complained unto thee, 'thou didſt not re- 

gard it; I ſhall chen confeſs, that'thy wiſdom in hum- 
bling me, thy mercy in ſuſtaining me, and thy Pro- 
v idence 1n rclicving me, doth paſs the capaciry of the 
wiſeſt men. | 

Therefore (dear Father) I will yet waitthat accept- 
able time, 1 wall yerartend thy good pleaſure and-will, 
and will not indent with thee when, nor dire& thee 
the'manner how rhou ſhouldft help me ; bur ſubmit» 
ting my ſelf unto thee, I wil hold my peace, though 


© Lord increaſe my faith. 
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The Moteve to the ſixth Prayer, 


"1 Poor Man finding the troubles of this life grie- 
yous unto him {il]l, begins his Prayer with a Me- 

ditation, wherein he defireth to leave the Earth, 
and Earthly things, and to be- with God, where all 
good things are ; flying to God, with ſerious lamen- 
rations, for that God abſenteth himſelf, and keepeth: 
back his comforr, notwithſtanding his long crying un- 
to him ; And therefore heartily prayeth, that God: 
will hear him, and help him now in deepeſt of his 
troubles 3 being become ignomintous to the world, 
by reaſon of his miſeries, inſomnch as he ſeemeth to 
be ſeen of men, and withal ſeemeth to be rapt up 
with the Contemplation of Heaven and Heavenly 
things. And ſtanding thus ballanced between grief 
of his croſſes, and joy of. his comfort ro come, he 
reſolyeth himſelf to endure for the time, and referr- 
eth the end, and managing of his courſe to God a- 
lone, to whom he prayeth, that he will ſo much fa. 
vour him, as that he may receive ſuch inward Conſo- 
lation, and outward Comfort, as he may have cauſe 
ro begin his "praiſe ot God here, for his delivery ; 
promiſing as ir were in himſelf, that he will glory in 
nothing in this life (howſoever he b* advanced) but 
in God only. But fearitig leſt he ſhould be deprived 
of the occaſion of praiſing God, for his help extend- 
ed ; he inſtamily beſeccheth God, that as he 1s beaten 
down by his correGtions, ſo he may be raiſed again 
by his mercy and providence. | 


- 
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The ſixth Prayer, to learn how to leave the 


World, and worldly things, and to deſire Heaven, and 
Heavenly things. 


M* Soul longeth and thirſterh for the living God, 

I defire ro appear before his glorious preſence, 
that F may ſee the good rhings that, he hath laid up in 
Heaven for them that are his. _- 

For I am weary of my groaning, I faint under the 
moſt cruel burthen of the miſeries, which he for my 
fins hath laid juſily upon me here in this Mortal Life. 

O God, the Rock of my ſtrength, Lord of mercy 


why ſuffereſt thou me thus to languiſh, and find no ' 


relief? why mourn I daily, and have no comfort ? 
why cry I unto thee, and thou heareſt not? why do 
my forrowes increaſe, f:th I ſeek thee unfeignedly ? 

Defend me, O defend ine, in this rime of my grear- 
eſt danger, rclieve me in the rime of my moſt need, 
preſerve me from the mercyleſs and cruel men, feed 
me with the hid treaſures of thy love, and multiply 
thy Bleſſings upon me, for Iam poor, miſerable, and 
PRs unleſs thou help me, and (ſuſtain me, O 
Lord. " 

Be not far away from me, and put me not altogether 
ro confuſion : ler me nor utterly periſh, while there 
is none to help : I am ignominious in the fight of all 
men, by reaſon of my miſeries, and miſerable, by 
reaſon of 'my ſins : 1 am a reproach unto my Netgh- 
bours, and many jeſt and laugh at my fall. 

Inſomuch as I am aſhamed to be ſeen of men, and 
wiſh I were able to fly our of the earth, and thar 1 
might once be, where I might with joy behold thee 


in thy triumphant Throne, where is ncicher hunger, 


nor thirſt, nor nakedneſs, nor want, nor 1gnominy, 
por fin, nor death, bur all fulneſs, ard glory, and 
truth, and joy, and life eternal. 

O ſweer being with thee, moſt happy dwelling and 
abiding with thee ? | 


= 
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| my 
ſweer, and theſe comforts ſo ſure, are not atratned 
unto; but with unſayoury affliction 1t\ this life, This 
furure, happy, and immorral life, cannot be withour 
the death and ſuffering of this Mertal Body. 

And th:refore, Father Eternal, be it unto me in 
this frail life, even as thou wilt, that T may poſſeſs 
thee, and the joyes with thee of Erernal Life. 

Aﬀord me thy favour, let me enjoy thy Bleſſings, 
even here in this life, that I may here begin to joy in 
thee, and here begin to praiſe thee among the chil- 
dren of men, that they = ſee and conſider, that 


though great are the troubles, and miſexies, and af- 


fli&ions, which the righteous ſuffer here, thou yer 
delivereſt them our of all. So ſhall I alſo give thanks 
unto thee, thy praiſe ſhall be in my mouth continual- 
ly, my ſoul, and mine inward parts ſhall glory m thee, 
and plorifie thee. 

'F will fay unto thee, O mine hope and my fortreſs, 
thou art my God, in thee will I trufi ; When thou ſhalr 
make me glad again, I will be glad in thee, and when 
I rejoyce, I will rejoyce in thee ; for it 18s thy ſelf 
only that comforteſt the abje&, and delivereft the 
poor from them that perſecute them. 

Awake therefore in time, (O Lord) awake, pre- 
ſerve me, that I periſh not in theſe miſeries, and leſt 
I being as one forgotten and forfaken of rhee, be cen- 
ſured a caſt-away among ſuch as ſee mez and ſo being 


deprived of the occaſion of praifing thee for my de- 


livery. I be driven from one ſorrow to another, and 
all my hope turned into diſtruſt of any recovery. 
Hide not thou therefore thy fxce, forget not 'my mij- 
ſeries, and be not careleſs of mine affliions for ever. 
My Soul is beaten down even to the duſt, my hearr 
fainteth, my hands become weak, my knees wax fee- 
ble, mine eyes are dim, and all the parts of my body 
_ vexcd, and Iliye continually mourning in my mi- 

cries. 
O ſee and. regard my miſerable plight, look upon 
Ry 
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my griefs, and eaſe the intollerable burdens of my 
calamities, for though chou haſt made a great wound 
by thy corretfions, yet, O Lord, thou canſt cure it 
again with ſpiricual comfort, and not with-hold the 
outward good things, ordained for the comfort of thy 
children 1n this life, 

Turn thy face unto me, which I inſtantly ſeek, 
ſend down thine a1d which I heartily crave, and have 
mercy upon me, for I am moſt deſolate and poor. 

Riſe up, O Lord, riſe vp, thou that art loving and 
bountiful : let me riſe up again by thee, char' am 


thrown down by thee ; and though my fins (as a 


{word) have cut me from thy favour let the righteoul- 

nefs of thy Beloved unite me unto thee again, inſuch 

ſorr, as nothing may ſeparate me from thee for ever. 
O Lord increaſe our Faith, 


A Motwue to the ſeventh Prayer ; iz which th. 
poor divireſſed man ſhewerh hx deſire, to hold faſt the 
Promiſes of God, and to ſhew himſelf thankful. 


* poor man being lately in aft extream Agony, 
near unto deſpair, by reaſon of his ſins and mi- 

ſeries he here begins to rouze himſelt up again, 
ſuddenly crying out, that the Lord is yet his hope, 
and rherefore promiſerh to hold faſt by him, and nor 
to give over for ever, no, whatſoever troubles do be- 
fall him, and miſeries aſlail him ; yea, howſocver 
the world and worldly things be moved againſt him, 
he armeth himſelf, with Faith in God, to ſtand with 
patience in all. Nay, luch is his aſſurance of a more 
bleſied being, afcer his Itcle rime of Tryal, that he 
affirmeth cheſe croſſes that happen here, to be but 
trifles, and of no weighr to be born, 1n reſpe& of 
the Future Happineſs 3 yet becauſe he will not ſeem 
ſenceleſs of Gods correGtions, and' be idle 1n well- 
doing, he ſtill ſoligiterh the-Lord for tokens " his 
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[ve here ; namely, that he will renew him with ſpirt- 
tual underſianding, and cleanſe his affe&ions, that he 
may think, ſpeak, and do all to the glory of his 
Name, and that his rongue may be an inſtrument to 
praiſe him before the children of men, for his deli- 
very, promiſing to continue conſtant till the time ap- 


pointed, 


The ſeventh Prayer in diftreſs. 


Lord, thou art yet my hope and ſtrength, thou 
artan helper in trouble, and doſt nor hide rhee 

for ever from thy diſtreſſed children. . 
Therefofe I will yet hold faſt by thee, and will yet 
truſt .jn thee, while I live and have breath ; I will nor 
utterly faint nor fear, though greater ſtormes yer ariſe 
then hitherto I have endured 3; though the Earth 
tremble under me, and all thy Creatures rage round 
about me, I will (ay ſill, and confeſs and acknow- 
ledge, that thou art my God, and therefore thou wilt 
not ſuffer meto be utrerly loſt, or periſh altogether. 
No, Lord, though the Earth be moved, and 
though the Mountains be tumbled into the midſi- of 
the Sea, though the Waters roar and (well, and the 
lofty Hills tremble at the fury thereof ; yer wil I 
not be diſcouraged, becauſe 1 have thee my Salya- 
tion, 


as litrle darts, thou ſhooteſt at me in love, not to kill 
me, but ro put me in mind of my vanlty, and forget- 
ſulneſs of thee, to call me from mine crrours of the 
truth, from fin, to ſalvation, and from dearth, to cter- 
nal life ? I muſt confeſs againſt my ſelf, thar | have 
deſer ed the darts of Erernal death, and to be fhur 
our of the Land of the living : but mir) ite thine an- 
gcr, and turn thy heavy diſpleaſure into * re and live- 


ly relief, and let me once taſte.” anf'!0 refreſhed 
: "04 wit 


Should I then faint ar the ſmall afflitions, which. 
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ſtreſſed children. * 

O God of Hoſts, come and behold my deſolation, 
and cauſe thoſe thy deadly darts, which fo faſt ſtick 
on me, by little and lirrle to fall away, and cure the 
wounds which thou haſt made. SO, 

Bind up che ores of my ſorrowſul ſoul, cleanſe the 
corrupted aftettions of my defiled heart, lighren the 
dim eyes of my dark underſtanding, waſh me through- 
ly from mine miquities, and puriftie me from my tin. 

Make me to hear joy and gladnefs again after my 


long mourning, give me relief again after my long. 


want, ſet me upon a ſure Rock, and plant me on a 
fruitful ground among the flouriſhing Trees , thar 
progee by the ſweet waters of thy lively favour. 

Oh caſt me not away,. dear Father, caſt me not a- 
way from thy preſence, reſtore me rather to the Glo- 
o - thy Salvatlon, and eſtabliſh me with thy free 

pirit. 


| Lord, open my mouth, that my Tongue may. be. 


an inſtrument to praiſe thee for thy liberal relief, and 
ready help in my need and neceſlity. 

So when thou ſhalt renew my decayed ſtore, and 
repleniſh my empty Baſket, when thou ſhalt yield 
comfort to my ſad ſoul, and refreſh my ſorrowful heart, 
I will ſurely utter forth thy praiſe with unfergned lips, 
I will give glory untothy name, and publiſh thy mer- 
Cy to all the world. 

Oh be therefore unto me a ſpeedy helper, delay 
not too long to come, my Salvation : for behold, l 
am in a miſerable caſe, as thou well knoweft, poor, 
as thou (ſeeſt. 

Rejed not yet my Petition, who cry inſtantly to 
thee for help; O help, before I periſh utterly, hold 
me faſi by thy hand, and lift me up again, before I 
fall alrogerher. wy 

Thou haſt mot promiſed, I know, that which thou 
wilt not perfor, and, therefore T will wait farhfully, 
tor the time is at na. bat thou haſt ordained for 
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my delivery. And therefore by the priviledge of a 
lively hope, which will never make .them aſhamed 
that fix it on thee, I will perſevere ; confirm my hope, 
and make it perfe&, until I may enjoy the lively 
fruits of thine aſſured Salvation. 

O Lord ancreaſe ty Faith, 
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The Motive to the eighth Prayer, 3m which the 
poor diflvefſed man craveth pardon for bw ſins, the 
cauſe of bis miſeries. 


s Ko poor man, as ir were overcharged with the 
burrhen of his miſeries, wiſheth himſelf wings 

ro fly away from all occafions of calamities, but 
forchwirh checkerh his raſhneſs and folly, 1n ſeeming 
defirous to hide him from God that is every where, 
and cart eyery where puniſh the Tranſgreſfions of his 
Will. * And therefore prayeth, that God will bridle 
his aFe&ions, and give him patience, appealing unto 
the Almighty, who knoweth his deſires to do well, 
though tt erſneſs of his nature do draw him in- 
to things offenſive 3 and therefore diſclaiming his own 
worthineſs, craveth Pardon and Mercy, acknowledg- 
ing the general weakneſs of all Mankind, and his own 
to be the greateſt of all ; and therefore prayeth for 


ſtrength, for wiſdom, and inftru@ion, affirming him - 


to be moſt happy indeed, whom he favourerh, by 
reaſon of the infinite Bleſſings that he even here en- 
joyeth 1n this Mortal Life : although he withal cryeth 
out againſt the miſerjes that do ſtill oppreſs him, keep- 
Ing faft hold through hope, that yet God will not ſuf- 
fer him to periſh, nor fall utterly, becauſe he is a Rock 
whereon the righteous, ſuch as do take hold of the 
Death and Paſſion of Chrift, do reſt more ſafe from 
all danger, and therefore concludeth his Prayer, with 
an inſtant Petition, that God will give him a bleſſed 
end of his hope, that he may talk of his Glory, a 
Ing 
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l ſing of his Praiſe, that all men may ſee by hr exarfi- 
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The eighth Prayer in diſtreſs. 


| Of that T had wings like a Dove, then would IT fly 
away from theſe troubles, and make mine abode 
| in the Wilderneſs, among the thick buſhes and bran- 
| ches of the Cedars, rather than to endure theſe tnto- 
"  lerablemiſeries among the ſons of men. 
| But alas, Lor\, what do IT conſulr thus with the 
| vain wiſdom of Flcſhand Blood ? Thou arc-God, and 
were I in the Wildcrnefs, thou art there , were I 'in 
the uttermoſt parts of the Earth, thou art there : 
were I on the higheſt Mountatns, or in the Bowels of 
the Earth, or in the Sea, or in the Clouds, thou art 
there, and canſt there alſo find me out, and there v1- 
fit mine iniquicies with ſtripes, and my fins with ſcour- 
S. , 
hs booteth me not to covet ro hide me , from thee : 
| better is it for me to ſubje& me unto thy will. And 
| therefore bridle my affe&ions, tame the unrulineſs 
and fierceneſs of my hearr reform the words of my 
mouth, reach me right Wiſdom, and learn me true 
Underſtanding ; vouchlafe me perfect patience, and 
then ſhall I be neareſt unto that liberty which I long 
for; arid beſt freed from the dangers which I fear, 
and ſooneſt enjoy the comforts thar I defire. 

O make no long tar: ving, O Lord, but haſten .my 
deliverance z preſerve me from the furious ſtorms, 
and raging tempeſts thar are yet ready to give my wea- 
tied (oul a new encounter 

Wherefore haſt thou left unto us (by thy Word).; 
a Commandment to caſt our care upon thee, promi--*®: 
ſing to comforr us, and to caſe us ? 1t is not to de-; 
celye, but to deliver us, | , 
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| Thou ſeeft my defires, and knoweſt the ſecrets of 
my hearr, and all my wayes are manifeſt before thee. 
If therefore I ſhould juſtifie my felf,, thou wilt con- 
demn me : if I hide my fins, thou findeſt out my cor- 
ruptions, and that all my righteouſneſs is worſe than 
vanity it ſelf. 

And therefore diſclatming mine integrity, I crave 
pardon, and aſk mercy, wherein thou art rich, and 
whereof thou art moſt bountiful, even to ſuch as ac- 
—— iy. their own weakneſs, wants, and wicked- 
nels. | 

To thy mercy I appeal, I fly unto thee, I depend 
on thee, I lay my burden upon thee, fearing thee, 
and reverencing thee, loving thee, and truſting thee, 

Whar imperfettions, O Lord, ſeeſt thou in me, 
for which thou ſhouldeſt thus afflit me? O wretch 
chat T am, a moſt wicked one, a corrupted one, defi- 
led within, and withour, how can I plead any good 
duties done unto thee ? 

But, good Farther, thou art not jgnorant of gene- 
ral vanity of man, who 1s evil in his beſt wayes, and 
the moſt pure of us is unperfett, Pardon then my 
weakneſs, and give me that ſtrength, and .that zeal, 
and rhat obedience, and thar perfect love, that thou 
requireft. i: 

Be unto me a Father tc inſtruct in true Wiſdom, 
be unto me a guide, to lead me 1n that way that lead- 
erh unto life, that after my long eſtraying from thee, 
I may be at laſt brought home to thy bleſſed favour 
again, wherem 1s life, and liberty, and comfort, and 
fulneſs, and joy$ and reſt, and peace for ever. ' 

O happy is he, char 1s in thy protection, | moſt hap- 
py 1s he whom thou favoureſt ; for he is wiſe, he tis 
ſtrong, he 1s godly, he 1s fed, he 1s clad, he is ſafe, 


— 


." and he is rich in evcry good thing. 


When he callech, rhou hearcſt, when he asketh, 


- thou giveſt; when he ſeeketh, he.findeth ; when he 


Is ſick, thou cureſt him; when he 1s poor, thou pro- 
videſt for him ; when he is ſad, thou comtorteſt _ 5 
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when he 15 weary,. thou caſeſt him : when he hun” 


greth, thou feedeſthim : when he is in danger, thou 
preferveſt him : when he is hated, thou loveſt him : 
when he is dead, he then entereth into that life which 
js Eccrnal, and then partaketh of the joyes which are 
unſpeakable. 

\ Oh, accept me into thy favour, wherein are (o ma- 
ny Bleffings certain, furniſh me-with theſe Bleſſings, 
wherein are ſo ſweet contentations, and beſtow on 
me thoſe graces that make the moſt deſpiſed in the 
world moſt honourable with thee. So ſhall my ſor- 
rowes be turned into joy, my want into ſufficiency, 
my _ into gladneſs, and all my miſeries into godly 
mirth. 

Deliver my ſoul from death, keep my feer from li- 
ding, let me walk righteouf]y before thee, and call in- 
ſtantly upon thee, who performeſt thy promiſes, and 
ſuffereſt none to deparr empty away, that ſeek thee 
with their whole hearts. 

Oh ſend therefore, and ſave me from them thar 
would devour me, and from that which affliteth me ; 
for my ſoul is among Lyons, I wade as through a ra- 
ging Sea : I dwell among men ſer on fire againſt me, 
whoſe teeth are ſpears, and whoſe rongues are as a 
two edged (word : ler thy Mercy therefore, -and 
Truth, be my ſhield and buckler. | 

Thou haſt ever been my hope, help me therefore, 
and let not my troubles increaſe, renew my joyes, and 
ſet me upon the Rock of never-failing relief, and ler 
my reſt and refuge be for ever under the ſhadow of 
thy proreCion. 1, 

Kring to paſs what 1s fir for me, and which thou 
knoweft expedient ; letthe Righteous ſee the bleſſed 


end of my hope, that they may likewiſe taik ot thy 
Glory, and ſpeak of rhy Praiſe. 

And all men ſhall (ay, Ferily, there 3s frait for the 
righteous ; doubtleſs, there is a God that worketh good 
for them that are of a perfed} heart. 
0 Lord increaſe my Faith. 
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The Motive to the nimb Prayer, for aſſu- * 


rance of Gods Providence. 


$ fg poor Man, norwithſtanding his preſent heavy 
burthen of afflidion, hath, and feeleth in him- 

ſelf an inward inſtin& of Comfort, and 1n meer 
zeal of Gods Glory, breaketh out intro admiration, it 
were of his infinite Majeſty, Power, and Excellency, 
and conſ<quently, recounteth the innumerable Blef- 
ſings, and infinite Mercies of the Lord ; who fo re- 
garderh the frailry of man, as he ſeemeth to wink at 
his many evils, confeſling ic the meer kindneſs, and 
free favour of God, that all Mankind is not confound- 
ed for diſobedience ; laying upon himſelf the guilr of 
his own fins, for which beyond all other, the Lord 
may juſtly puniſh him 3 acknowledging that he more 
offendeth God by his fins, than he can appeaſe him 
with his Prayers, and dorh more move him to anger 
by his Tranſgreſſions, than he can appeaſe him by his 
beſt zeal 3 and yer helongeth fiill ro be at one with 
God, in whom he knowerh there is mercy and love, 
and liberty, and relief : In hope whereof, and that 
God will remember his loving kindneſs again rowards 
him, he wHl yer truſt and pray, and be patient : And 
yet ſeeing his corruption ſtill firong ro bear down his 
faith in God, prayeth God to bridle his ungodly affe- 
Rions, leſt he fear over-much, and fo faint and give 
over his ſuit; and defireth by the examples of ob, 
Joſeph, and David, and other Godly Farhers, that 
endured their troubles patiently, he may hkewile be 
patient unto the end. And thus rewzing up his 
thoughts, and ſorrowful ſoul, with the ſweet confide- 
ration of infinite comforts (which his loving God harh 
ever, and doth daily beſtow upon his poor oppreſſed 
Children) he reſolverh not to faint. 


The 
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The ninth Prayer, in which the poor diſtreſſed 
man, achnowleageth that though God do deſervedly pu- 
aq him, yet be aſſurtth bimſelf, that God will relieve 

In - | | 


O Lord my God, thy. name 1s moſt excellent in ll 
the World, thy Glory 1s ſpread abroad through 
the Heavens, and thy praiſe is utrered by all thy Crea- 


tures, as in an Univerſal Harmony, through Heaven 


ang Earth. | 

For thy Merciesare infinite, and thy. Bleſſings with- 
out number, thac thou haft beſtowed upon them all, 
eſpecially upon the Children of men, who yet among 
/alt other Creatures, a'e moſt forgetful, and apteſt ro 
break our into ſtrongeft diſobedience againſt thy Ma- 
zeſty, and of thy free Favour and Mercy 1t 1s, that all 
Adams \ſlue is not utterly rooted ont of the Land of 
the Living. at 

And I for my part (#ather moſt loving) cannot hold 
my. ſelf. gui'tleſs of »nfinire evils, whereby I have 
yielded greateſt-cauſe- among many, that thou ſhouldſt 
Puniſh even the whole World for diſobedience, but 
my ſelf eſpecially, I. confeſs worthy of my miſeries, 
and not. to deſerve:the uſe of the Air to breathe in, 
= of any of thy -Creatures, - to be comforted by 
them, 6 TY, | 

Worthily therefore haſt thou affli&ed me, and wor- 
thily mayſt thou fill vific me : for 1 ſee- I co rather 
more incenſe thee by my ſins, than appeaſe thee by 
my Prayers, I more offenti thee by Tranſgreſſions, 


than I can pleaſe thee by. my beſt Zeal. 


T faint at mine own unworthineſs, -yet fain would I 
be at one with thet, ;;i whom is only ſafety and ſuc- 
cour, and aſſured Salvaitoun, to then! chat truly reform 
their Lives, and rightly irame their Repeorance, and 
ſincerely follow rhy will, which is thine own gifr. 


All this I defir< 10 periorm, and diſtruſt thee not ; 


for thou haſt promiſed pardon to the penitenc, and 
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lief to the lowly, and to be wich them that ſeck 

zee, and to hold them up thar hold by rhee, and to 

iſtru& rhem that ſeek Wiſdom of thee. 

Foraſmuch therefore, as I have ſo long cryed unto 
1ee, and (o long ſought thee, I will yer hope, though 
ſhut up my ſad ſoul 1n filence, only upon thee, who 
ell confidereſt the inward groans, and rightly pon- 
ereſt the ſorrowes, and ſighs, and wants, and de- 
res of thy diſtreſſed Children, though they ſeem 
zure in their Lips, and to ſpeak nothing with their 
[ OAgUES. ; 

If thou mighteſt ar all have been pleaſed to hear 
ny earneſt cryes, thou mighr2ſt have heard me : if it 
night have pleaſed thee to ſuccour me by earneft de- 
ires 3 I might have been relieved. Bur lo, the time 
$ not yet come, that thou haſt appointed for my de- 
very, and therefore I will fill wair, and nor be wea- 
y ; for my help, and my comfort; and my life, and 
ny ſalvation dependerh on thee. 

Obridle rherefore all ungodly affe&ions in me, let 
re neicher murmur, nor grudg, tor fear, nor faint, 
Dut with patience (in well-dotng) tarry till thou haft 
lecreed to have mercy upon me. | 

For 1s not the\e an appointed time for all things ? 
70b was brought low by thee : Yet at thine appointed 
ime lifred up again 7oſiþh was long afflicted mn Pri- 
on ; yet when thou ſaweſt the time, he was advan- 
ed again. Thy dear David was long and fiercely per- 
ecured, yet at length eſtabliſhed in his defired Dig- 

ty. 

When the poor Widow was even at the end of her 
ope of furcher relief, her Cruſe of Oil being empri- 
2d, and her Veſlel-of Meal ſpent, '«vea then d1dft 
hou ſend her a relieving Gueſt, by whom thou gaveſt 

er increaſe of neceſlary-ſuccour. 

" Therefore yet a little while, and my appointed time 
Il come, wherein I ſhall be alſo delivered out of all 
y nuſertes. Yea, thou art my Srrength, and my 

Portian, and my Defence, and wy Salvation ; Thou 
; # Gs - ' | ſeeſt 
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leeſt my miferies what they are, and how many th 
be, and how heavy they lie upen me ; for thou rh 
ſendeſt them, art not ignorant of themz. and the 
that madeſt me, well knoweſt what 16 'fitteſt to pre 
ſerve me. 

T am brought to the very Pit of Confyfion, as t 
natural man deemeth ; buterhouhaſt decreed the ti 
of my delivery to me unknown, that when it comer 
I may rejoyce in thee, and nor attribute my recoye 
ro the fleſhly aid of mortal men, which I have ſoug 
in vaſn;. yea, while I called inſtantly apon thee, t 
F anghr acknowledge all help to proceed from the 
and all that the World affordeth to be bur the effed 
of thy Love, of thy Power, and of thy Providenc 

Oh, bleſſed is the man whom thou chooſeſt, a 
cauſeſt ro come unto thee by afflictions : For althougp 
he ſeemeth ro be a Companion of Death, yer he 11 
eth by the ſecret ſweetneſs of the pleafures of thy 1 
ward Conſolation, and ſafely dwellerh in the Courts « 
thy ProteCion, feeding on the lively Aſſurance of th 
Providence and Love, and fainteth not at any frown « 
the mighrieſt on Earch. + 

So am I aſſured. O Lord, that thou art my Portior 
and thou rendereſt me as a Son, though thou viſit 
with thy Rod as a finner : And thatrhou wilt not ſul 
fer ine to fall utterly, though thou ſeem to corre 
ſharply. 

Alchough I ſeem to be deprived of all hope of re 
covery of thy wonted Comfort, becauſe I ſee no re; 
dy mean before mine Eyes, nor preſent [ikelthooe 
norwichftanding my long and inſtant cryes. I will nc 
ſhrink, knowing this, that thy Love 1s infinite, rh 
power wonderful, and thy Providence palt find! 
Our. | 

For if the Stony. Rock, and the withered Jaw-bone 
could yicld Water to refreſh - the Thirſty : Tf rhe 
couldſt ſend Manna from Heaven, and Meat by a R 
ven, and feed ſo many Thouſand People with litt 


ſhew ef Bread : If thow coulditſend Qxazls fo pl 
reoull 
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teouſly in the Deſarr, wich infinite other things mira- 
culouſly, for rhy "diſtreſſed Children : Confirm my 
Faith evermore, that I may conſtantly' believe rhar 
thou both canſt, and wile 1n chy good time relieve 
me. 

All power belongeth unto thee : Who then will 
ſay, or who cag imagine that thou canft not help 
when moſt need this ? Who will ſay thou canft nor 
Love, fith rho! ſo freely haſt done theſe many and 
mighty things for thy diſtreſſed Children char could 
not relieve themſelves ? 

But lo (Lord) all things are thine, the Heavens are 
thine, and the Earth is thine, the Cattle in the Fields, 
the Fowls on the Moanntains, the Gold and Silver, 
and all that is above us, or beneath us, is thine : Who 
then can ſay, thou canſt not give and beſtow on whem 
thou 'wilt, what thou wilt, and when thou wilt? 

Thou makeſt the Corn to grow, and watereſt the 
Eaith with thy ſweet ſhowrs from above, fo that even 
the Beaſts alſo of the Field are fed, as by the Dew of 
Heaven. 

Sith rhen that thou art Lord of all, and fith thou 
commandeſt and forbideft, fith thou makeſt poor and 
enricheſt, firh rhou throweſt down and advancett, 
ſith thou tryeſt and rewardeft, and firh thou doſt 
what thou wilt; ro whom thou wilt, and when thou 
wilt ; and no man can command thee, or forbid thee, 
I yield me wholly ro thy will, and crave only to will 
as rtiou willeſt, and de as thou direQeſt in all things. 
Be it thus dear Father, for his Merits that thou moſt 
dearly loveſt, that Died,-and Roſe again for all, and 
who fittcch with thee, a Mcdiator for all x for his ſake, 
Father, hear and help me in time convenient, Amen. 

O Lord mncreaſe my Faith. 
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A Motive to thank fulneſs to God, for Comfor 
and Relief, received of him aſter long Praying unt( 
him in the time of neceſſity and affiittion. 


Plal, 28, 7. The Lord 7s my Strength and my Shield, wi 
heart trusted in him, and I was hoipen, therefore my 
heart ſhall rejoyce, and with my Tongue will 1 praif, 
him. 


S no man knoweth how profitable a thing Phyfick 

is, bur he that hath bcen Sick, and hath been 

' eaſed by 1t, nor of what value faithful Friends 

are, but he that hath becn brought to extream need, 

and taſted of their help : So none can ſufficiently 

comprehend, how great the goodneſs of God 1s, but 

ſuch as have been tryed by ſome Afﬀition, and fel 

grievous Calamity, and have been delivered by God 

out of their dangers, and miſcries, or in ſome mea- 
ſure heen eaſed. And if he thar in Sickneſs hath re- 

czived Health by Phyſick, 1f he that in his great ne- 

ce{lty and want, hath been rciteved by Friends, do 

rot acknowledge the benefit received by either of them; 
W1ll not all men of Civil Carriage condemn them © 

Ingratitude ? So, and far more worthy 1s he to be 
Condemned, that being affiicted by whatſoever means, 
and fo delivered by the Providence and Favour of 
God, if he ſtand filent and mute, nor 1ndeavouring 
ro give God the Praiſe ana Glory of his delivery, 
This I confeſs is my caſe, and no doubt there js nc 
man exempted our of the number of them whom God 
-2ath delivered out of one danger, and dffiidion, © 
another 3 Bur ſome being blind of that f1gi:r, ſee no 
cther means of their delivery, but their Scli-wit, Po- 
Iicy, Strength, or Carnal means, never turning Eye 
ro the true help, the Power and Providence of God: 
Aud that is the cauſe why (as there were of ren Le- 
pers, but one returned to give chanks ro Chriſt) (ſc 
few, ſcarcely one of ten char recclve gw,” anc 
ome 
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'omforts at the hands of God, return Thanks truly 

0 God for the ſame, and yet there 15 not one of what 
-FEſtare, Degree, or Profeſſion he be of, bur muſt (i f 
oe be nor an Atheiſt) acknowledg himſelf a Debtor 
nto God in this behalf, who requireth but only thank- 
fulneſs for all his benefits. Some may ſay, they were 
iIncver afflicted, never oppreſſed, never diſtreſſed, ne- 
ver i!) danger, for they have had continual proſperi- 
ty, aud therefore could never obſerve, where God 
hath ſh:wed them any ſuch needfu] deliverance : 
Some are born noble, ſome Icft rich, many preferred 
to Offices, , ard that immcdiately of theſr Parents, 
Friends, or themſelves, never concelving that the 
Hand of God had a ſhare in theſe. And therefore 
(if to any) they give the Glory to the wrong means, 
yi forgetting their, Creator, by whom they were made, 
tf preſerved, and by whom they w:cre (indeed) prefer- 
<red to place of Dignity or Profir, by whom they were 
I] caught and inſtruted in the Myfteries wherein they 
become Glorious in the World, and ſo become Grace- 
Jeſs Uſurpers of Gods gracious and free Bleſſings, in 
recompence whereof ir 1s ofren obſerved, that God 
(as it were winked at their Vanities for a 1176) per- 
mitteth them ro run their own Race, uni! they fall 
into ſome apparent dangers; As ſome into want, ſome 
into diſgrace, ſome into fickneſs, fome into the hands 
of Enemies, ſome into groſs fatuity and fooltthneſs. 
In all which they run unto their former vain confide- 
rations, ſecking redreſs by wrong means, and finding 
none; they then conſult with ſome betrer Guide, who 
fets chem in the way to ſeck God, who being merci- 
ful, refuſcrh nor to be their Refuge thar come unto 
him, at length by Faith and Prayer, who yer will 
ſeem not to hear them by and by, when they ſpeak 
unto him; nor to give whar, and when to ack, ro 
make them the more earneſi and fervent 1n asking, 
and finding at the length Gods favour, and receiving 
10 ſome meaſure what they want, then the upright 7n 


heart (as David faith) become thankful, having gotten 
| G 3 | Come 
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Tans Rest. 
Comfort from the Lord, they willingly give him Glo- 
ry : The rrue Children of God cannot reſt content- 
ed when God hath refreſht them with his Mercies, till 
they bave truly given the Lord again his due Praiſes : 
A mark to diſtinguiſh the Children of God from the 
wicked, wu ho ſwallow up all Gods Bleſſings, namely, 
the profitable and pleaſing things of this Life, aſcr1- 
bing the Glory, and doing their Sacrifices (as it were) 
vnto their own Arms for the ſame : What Bleſſings 
foever God doth beſtow upon them, they are never 
rhe fuller of th.nkfvlneſs : Nor made thereby the 
more o>:dient to God, like the Lake AſphAtzs, or rhe 
deaf} Sea, whcreinto Jordan runneth, the water, of 
1: («lt b«1rg ſalr, becomes nothing the freſher by the 
{weetnels of the quality, nor the bigger by the quan- 
tiry of the Warer of Jordan ; they take from the 
Lord without giving again, like barren and unprofita- 
ble ground, that receiveth the Seed, but rerurneth 
none 3 and therefore is near unto burning (as the 
Prophet Hoſea ſaith) whoſe end 75 to be burned. Let us 
therefore learn to be thankful reGod, for every bene- 
fir received of God, which if it increaſeth not thank- 
fulneſs, it increaſeth Judgment. Ir is a dangerous. 
thing to forget God, in Thankſgiving, negleCting Hea- 
ven, and Heavenly things, and to mind the World 
only, and worldly thirgs : They that Preach unto 
rhemfelves Peace. without peace with God, in what 
outward State of Contentments ſoever they ſtand 1n 


- their own Conce1its, and in the view and admiration 


of men, they be but in a ſlippery State : 'ſhough 
they ſeem to have no occaſion to fly unto God for ſuc- 
cour, they are in decper danger than he whoſe Eftare 
withour ſeemerh moſt dangerous, who vet wichin hath 
an Aſjvrance of the help of Jehovah. Such as to 
whom Chriſt ſpake, John 16. Yerily, verily, I ſay un- 
to you, ye ſhall weep, and lament, but the world (ſuch 
as have all things in the Worid at their defires)” ſhall 
Yefoyce 5 And ye ſhall. ſorrow, but your ſorrow ſhall be 
turned znto jy. MATTY 

. You 


, . ee ons 


ny 


You ſhall be delivered from all your dangers, where- 
n you ſhall rejoyce, and glorifie God for your deli- 
erance, whereas this ſentence being} turned contra- 
y, may be applyed unto ſuch, as forgetting their Du- 
ies and Thankfulne(s ro God, becauſe they are full, 
nd 11110 they have no need of Gods aſſiſtance; Ye- 
ily. verily, I ſay wnto you, ye ſhall refoyce and triumph, 
but the Ga4ly (hall lament and mourn ; ye ſhall” laugh, 
but your laughter ſhall be turned into weeping. 


Bur I will leave the ungrateful worldlings, whom 

or I, but God will judge, and will only ſeek to ſhr 

p my [cif and others that are afflicted, to fly unto 

08, as 1 have done, afluring them 1n the good time 
they ſhall be comforred. And ler Patience have its 
true work in you that are in any Aﬀiction, and let 
true chankfulneſs appear In ' you, that have been any 
way comforted by the Lord.. Patience and Thankful- 
neſs are' Qualities, or rather Vertues, obſerved only 
in the Children of God, yer are they not in theſe ac- 
counted fools or mad men ;. for 1f a man that feareth 
God will into Penury, Poyerry, Want, or into any: 
kind: of miſery 3 or 1s over-taken with any ſtrong: 
temptation, or tryed by Gods viſitation, he 15s cenſu- 
red according to the Natural-and Carnal opinion of 
the Worldly-minded, who as. they are- blind in Hea- 
venly things, as in the ſecret diſpoſition of the things 
of God, ſo judge they amiſs of the man atffiidted, 
holding him as'a tnan accurſed of God, becaule he 1s 
chaſtened of God :- And- themſelves, whoſe matters 
proſper well in the World, ro be only Bleſſed as by 
deſert : And'this breedeth {uch contempr ot the Rich 
towards the Poor, fearing God, and thus uſurpeth 
ſuch reverence of the Poor towards the Rich, both 


which eſpecially proceed. of an over-good opinion 


that the Rich have of themſelves, and of a baſe con- 
ceit they have of ſuch-as are of low Eſtate, though 
they be the deareſt Childreh of God : Which in the 
Rich is Arrogancy, and in the Poor,. fearing God, 

G4 Huml- 
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Hurmiliry : Yet it-ofren cometh to paſs, that the Rich 
are made Poor, the High are made Low, and the 
woſlt Glorious become deſpiſed ; And again, th 
Ponr are wade Rich, the lowly Exalted, and ſuch £& 
were before deſpiſed, become Honourable, even a- 
m5ng men, according to the ſaying of the Bleſſed Vir- 
£1; The Lord ſheweth Firength with hs Arm, be ſcatter- 
eb-the Proud in the imagination of their hearts, he put- 
te h d:wnh the Meghty from their Seats, and exalteth the 
Hunb'e ard Mech, he filleth the Hwigry with good 
things, and ſendeth the Rich empty away. Theſe are 
rhe works of Gods Juſtice and Providence : His Ju- 


ry 

mc 
ar 
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ſtice then ſheweth 1t_ ſelf, when he p'ucketh down 


fa 


rae ingrare{ul Arrogant, and his Providence in pro- | V 


viding for, and Exalting the faithful, thankful, poor 
man. | 


n 
{c 


The firſt cannot pretend injutice or wrong in God | t! 
for taking away from him that which he falſly ſuggeſt- Þ| i 


ed to be his, in ſuch ſort, as he was not beholden to 
God for it : Neither can the other (nor will be) af-: 
fume unto himſelf merit to have that beſtowed upon 
him by d:fert, which he cannot but acknowledge, 
and thankfully accept to be the free gift of God ; As 
God is Juft, fo he is Merciful, and even in this caſe of 
hs Juſtice, he ſheweth Mercy, to the end men may 
ſeek and find mercy : And in this caſe of his Provi- 


dence he confirmeth his Mercy, and performeth his 


Promiſe : The one to move to Thankfulneſs, the 0» 
ther to increaſe and continue it : He interrupteth the 
naughty and high-minded in the way of their Pride, 
F arnerly to reclaim them from the way of death, the 
end of God's Corrections. The Godlieſt men are 
many times, and by many means likewiſe p:unged in- 
to dangers, bur they feel in their ſharpeſt affii&ions 
{ weerefſt Comforts : For rhough they fee] the Rod of 
Gods Corre&ing Fand, yet they hold faſt by the Staff 
of his Mercy, praying unto God for delivery, nor as 
they will, bur as the Lord will ; not for their own pri- 
vate benefit only, bur alfo and eſpecially, that his Glo- 


iy 


ry and Power by their deliverance, might be the 
more celebrated of all that fear him : For there 1s nor 
a more forcible inducement of Imitation than ſucceſs : 
When men ſee the iſſue of another mans courſe, they 
will in diſcretion 'ollow or forſake, as is the profit or 
danger, eſpecially m:n of one Profeſſion obſcrve time, 
and mean, and matter, and place, and perſon of pre- 
cedent good or evil : And by the ſame endeavour to 
frame and ſhape unto themſelves a courſe anſwerable 
for their own private Commodines ; this 1s the man- 
ner of Worldlisggs : And fhall not the Children of 
God make uſe of other mens moſt bleſled ſucceſs of 
faichful Prayer for delivery out of their miſcries ? 
Who being in danger, ſeeing before his eyes the man- 
ner how anorher in like peril was delivered, will not 
ſeek the ſame way to be relieved ? Ir is the nature of 
true Godlmeſs, to publiſh every benefit received at 
the hands of God, as David in many places by his 
own example, and many other Holy men have-done ; 
and left their examples for us to follow, to the end 
thar all, were 1t poſſible, might be -partakers of the 
knowledg of Gods Providence and Love towards all 
that ſeek him, with a true Zeal : Contrary to the 
courſe of Worldly men, who covet to conceal the 
means whereby they atchieve Commodities, not wil- 


ling that any ſhould partake of their gain, The mar 


of God having that Czleſtzal Jewel, in what meaſure 
ſoever, willingly and freely maketh all others that are 
deſirous, parrakers of ir, that they may grow likewiſe 
Rich in the ſame Faith, Knowledge and Verrue with 
him ; the Godly muſt rejoyce 1n him that moſt excel- 
lth in divine Vertues, not difdaining any for his Po- 
verty, or baſeneſs of his Worldly Eſtate, but 1nmbra- 
cing the Poverty of the Body, 2ad the Eftacze of out- 
ward wants, 1n regard of the inward Riches ofrhe 
Mind : For as he that, {eemerth Rich 1n outward 
rhings, may be indeed a Bank-rupt 3 fo he thar is 
Poor in Carnal things, may be Rich in Heavenly. : 
Elſe were the miſerable poor man more wretched 
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than any Creature, that walketh or creepeth upon the 
Earth, flyerh in the Air, or that floaterh in the Wa- 
ters : Of whom all have a conrented Betng, but the 
poor oppreſſed man hath no Comfort ar all, 1f he be 
not inwardly comforted of God : In whom 1f he be 
truly comforted, his Comfort is beyond: all. the world 
can afford. | 

The worldly Farmer, the rich Merchant, the pal- 
lant Gentleman ,. the honourable Perſon, and the 
greateſt Monarch without the ſame hath no true Com- 
fort,. but earthly and vaniſhing ſhadows of things with- 
out true Comfort or Continuance : Yet ts not this ſo 
taken; nor ſo- accounted ; for the glorinus having only 
terrene reverence, receive their Glory from the baſeſt ; 
bur the poor deſpiſed, having Confidence in Gcd ; 
have their Glory from above : Whereunto no Earth- 
ly: Honour can compare, This then may work in 
them Patience to bear the burden of miſery here for 
4 while, and for every (mall benefit or Bleſſing which 
God fhall beſtow upon them, to be truly thankful, and 
yet not to dejet rhemſelves, and be fo careleſs of 
their. Eſtates, as to negle& all Jawful means of world- 
ly proſperity, becavſe Poverty, Aﬀidion, and Per- 


ſecurion in the Godly, ſeem ts hs a Glorjous Title, 
bezring as it were the Croſs of Chriſt thereby : But 
ſo far ro endeavour to atchieve neceſſary Ability and 
outward peace, as that Ambition may be far from the 
thought in defiring, and avarice in uſing, or repining 
apainſt what God ſendeth : And to be careful, dili- 
gent, and faithful, in the execution of their Calling, 
praying for a Blefling at the Hand of God; and if 1n- 
deavours proſper, always to return for all things pral- 
ſes unto God, rhar maketh all rhings proſper unto us : 
And if the induſtry of. our Bodies, and the conrinua 
care of our hearts, cannor atrain to thar which we 
think we muſt reſt contented with the portion allotted 
by him unto us, who knoweth betrer what is fit for 
vs, than we our ſelves, and yet never to give ove 
praying unto the great Giver,, who. will never fail F 


add more and more: Camfort-as he ſeeth moſt juſt cc» 
cafion beſt known ro : hamſelf,, and. can turn all our 
Croſles and deepeft Aﬀfliftions to our greateſt Conl(o- 
ttion, .when the beſt and moſt pleaſing Earthly de- 
lighes, tend to the evil of ſuch as have them ; or el- 
ther abuſe them, or be not thankful for them. Such 
as are ignorant of the Diſcipline with which God uwicth- 
to inſtru and educate his Children, can conceive no 
Comfort. in Crofles, becauſe as they are ſtrangers from 
the School of God, ſo learn they nor the things be- 
longing to. ſuch as are Gods Diſciples : But condemn 
what is to be approved, and approve whar is to be 
condemned ; holding no man happy, bur he that proſ(- 
pere:b- in his wayes, and he to whom all things ſuc+- 
ceed according to his hearts deſire ; when indeed: no- 
thing 1s more dangerous than fulneſs of all things, 
which breedeth ſecuricy, and ſecurity killeth other. 
Vertues , and reviverh: all Vices : Carnal ſecurity 
plucketh up Faith (as it were) by the Roots, Faith - 
being the Tree of all Vertues, it dying, neglect of 
God and all goodnei(s begins to branch, and bears for- 
gettulne(s of dury ro God and Men. Where. then is 
thankfulneſs : Where 1s giving Glory to God ? Where 


is Prayer and ſeeking ro God for Bleſſings, when he 
findech no cauſe co ask for: what he ſuppoſeth- he en- 


joyeth-? Bleſſing himſelf 1n his own wretched Eſtate, . 


which he fooliſhly deemeth a moſt worthy and in- 
comparable portion. Bur he that 1s Godly, abandon- 


eth all carnal ſecurity, acknowledging himſclf, never. 


in ſo great danger, as when he Carnally thinks him- 
(elf moſt ſafe, . and therefore raketh continual occaft- 
on to fly unto God for daily ſupply of daily waots, 
having no aſſurance of the continuance of any earth- 
ly thing, but from day to day ; and therefore daily 
and hourly acknowledgerh rhe goodneſs of God, in 
eiving him what he daily enjoyeth. He forgetrerh 
not tharall things rhat he hach, he hath from God, 
his Creation, his Lite, the uſe of all his Limbs, his 
Senſes, his Food, his Rayment, his Health, his a 
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refs to perform the leaft duty in his Calling ; an 
whatſoever elſe, inward or Futward, he holdeth them 
ar the will of the Almighty, ro whom he prayeth for 
all Graces and Divine Vertues, that he may be fur- 
niſhed with that riches that none can poſſeſs bur ſuch 
as have them from that great God, who giveth to 
them that aſk, and vpbraiderh no man, neither deny- 
eth he any mans requeſt, if it be according ro his will 
revealed in his Word : And for a!l that he giveth, 
requireth only true Thankfulneſs for requital : Not 
that Thankfulneſs, which ſome carnally minded Rich 
men would ſeem to afford him, a Cap vailed with both 
his hands, with words only, 1 thank God ; This may 
be Counterfeit, and Lip-thankfulneſs, which God re- 
ſpe&erh as the offering of Hypocrires. The' Organs 
of the Tongue and L1ps, are neceſſary Inſtruments 
to declare the meaning of the Heart, 1f they move by 
the power of a feeling 'Spirit : Bur If the Mouth 
ſpeak in rheſe Divine Offices what the Heart inforceth 
not, it ſhall only nor profir, but witneſs” againſt the 
Heait and Conſcience that deep diſſimulation before 
Men, and hypocrifie before God, that ſhall work 
their own juſt Condemnation. But we muſt fall down 
v.non the Rnees, netonly of the ovrward Body, but 
of a' lively feeling Heart, and acknowledg, all we 
have received to be his Bleſting, and eſpecial Gifr : 
Which if we can rizhtly perform, it will follow, rhat 
of the ſame Faith will proceed with words of Thank- 
ſulneſs, works of Ohedience, which God accepreth 
above all Sacrifices whatſoever. Bur who fo ſhll aſk- 
eth and receiverh Bleſſings, and only ſaith, They are 
the gifts of God, and &ipoferh of them contrary ro 
the Rule which/ God hath preſcribed in his Word, 
that thankfulneſs will return into his Boſom as fin; 
and he be reputed a plain Uſurper of his Bleſſings. 
For, as when a matt by fiir and flatrering means 09- 
rainerh any thin? of his Friends, and having -obrain- 
ed i”, rej:&erh the kinineſs of te Giver, and ve- 
comerh ingraceful and unkind, what 1s !r Out meer 
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Extorting all the thing obtained ? Alrthough the All. q 

1 ſecing Eye of God foreſee the heart, and knoweth 
| how, and to whar end we ask, whether for our own 
4 gain, or his Glory : And he often beſtowerh great be- 
1] nefirs upon men, never defiring them in open ſpeech. 
] The very groans of the Heart aſcend unto God, and 
God is moved even with the meer defires, and that 
oftentimes when they proceed not of Faith ; yea, 
| granteth the very things that the wicked long for, bur 
- not for their Comfort, only to fulfil rheir carnal Ap- 
| petites, to make them ſo much the more beholden to 
| - him for their Worldly and Corporal Proſperity, and 
| make their Condemnation ſo much the more juſt, by 
how much they are inexcuſable for not ſerving God 
tm true Obedience, which 1s the ſum of moft accep- 
tahle rhankfulneſs for all Bletfings. It is the nature of 
men to cover earthly things, which we ſee God piy- 
eth to the evil as well, and in greater meaſure than 
rhe Godly, yer are the Godly far more thankful for 
their ſmalleſt, than the wicked for their greateſt por- 
tion 3 which laſt do hunger and thirſt continually, to 
add more and more corporal means unto whar' they 
have : and no abundance can make a ſtay to their co- 
veting, neither can rhere be ſarisfattion ro the cove- 
tous. And howſoever it increaſe, all rheir thankfal- 
neſs is ſwallowed up in their Cheſts, or caſt upon 
their Fields, given ro their wits, to that Art, or 
drowned in their vaniries, the Back and Belly have 
their condign gratifications of the moſt, and they are 
moſt beholding ro ſome, who reſt as much Indebted 
vnro theſe two, 1n anſwering their neceſſity, as unto 
God in a ſort, to whom rhey owe many, and will ne- 
ver pay any thanks. And yet the prophaneſt of theſe 
v.1ll ſay, rhat all the things they enjoy, are the gifts 
of God. Bur as for the Cord1al and true Thankful- 
neſs, it is a Language unknown unto them. The 
Bleflings of God to many, may be compared ro {weer 
ſhowers, and our hearts to dry ground, recetying 
them ro refreth 1c when 1t is weary, bur returning no 
drops 
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drops back agatn': No more do- unthankful men re- 
rurn condign thanks for Gods greateſt benefits, but as 
the Sun by his Force and Exhalations, draweth up 
the moiſtares of the ingrateful Earth by force ; ſo 
when men can keep their uſurped and extorted earth- 
ly Bleſſings no longer, then they beſtow them, and 
yer ofrentimes not ar all conſulting with the true own- 
er; God the Lender, but beſtow them to ſome- ſuch 
ends as are diſpleaſing unto him, as was their former 
abuſing them. They diſpoſe of them: by- their wills, 
as it were againſt their wills : Their Teſtaments are 
as Teſtimonies of their unwillingneſs to- leave what 
rhey ſo dearly loved, which proveth their groſs ingra- 
rirude, even in their laſt Confli& with Death, who 
commonly 15 not fo cruel an enemy, bur he telleth a 
man by one token or another, that he muſt prepare 
himſelf ro endure his encounter, ſometimes. many 
Dayes,' many Months, and 'ofcen many Years, before 
he ſhew his ucrermoſſt force : In all which time, the 


- moſt forgerful, and moſt unthankful man might call 


himſelf to mind, and conſulr, and confider wherefore, 
and by whom the things he enjoyeth, were beſtowed 
upon him: If by his own deſerts, or by his own meer 
induftry, let him then kiſs his own hand, as the Au- 
thor of his happineſs, but if it came of the free gifr, 
and meer benevolence of God, ler him rather cur off 
his hands, than reſt unthankful ro God, who can turn 
(as we (ce) Weal:tr into Wretchednefſs, Mirth into 
Mourning, Health into Sickneſs, Strength into Weak- 
neſs, and all whatſoever a man in this World delight- 
eth/in, into Brterneſs and Wormwood: : All which 
may be afiured tor turn to their good, whoſoever reft 
patient! and chankful, Who then will not afford {o 
{mall a recompence for ſo great Bleſſings ? 

"And all thankfulnefs 1s comprzhended under this 
ene word, Obeadzence, Sacrifices. were acceptable du- 
ties done in their time unto God, bur Qbedience is 
more acceptable tlz2n all other kinds of Sacrifices. 
This Obedience conſiſteth not in the outward Cere- 


monies. 


monies of performing only the outward Duttes requi- 
red at our hands, as to live in this World, without 
doing hurt to others, in paying that we owe, 1n do- 
ing good to ſuch as do us ſervice, and to love them 
that love us : But in doing good to them that do us | 
hurt, in forgiving them that offend us, in loving them - 
that hate us, in feeding them that we ſee hunger- | 
ſtarved, in cloathing them that we ſee want their cor- 
oral covering, in comforting the ſad and orrowful, 
in viſiting ſuch, both with Counfel and Aid, that have l 
not their wiſhed liberry of Body or Mind, and in 
performing ſuch other Offices of Chriſtian commiſe- | 
ration and pity, as are commanded us in the Word of 
God to be done towards our Brethren and Neigh- | 
bours. Theſe are outward works ; which being per- ; 
formed by a feeling Hearr, rouched with the Spirit of J 
God, are (wegt Sacrifices to God, and are accepted 
of God, as that true thankfulneſs which God requl- 
reth in recompence of our abundance, which God fo | 
freely and lovingly beſtoweth upon us above others in 
this Life : And for his Spiritual Gifts and Bleſſings, | 
as the Bleſſings of the inward peace of Conſcience, 
rhe Bleſſing of the knowledg of his Word and Te- 
ſtimonies, rhe benefit of Faith, of Repenrance, and 
of other Divine Graces, he only requires the true-uſe 
of them, as to love him above all things, to live in 
Sobriety, Temperance, in his fear, in the exerciſe 
of true Religion, in Prayer, in Hearing the Word 
Preached, in Reading the ſame witch Reverence, in 
continual going forward from Faith to-Faith, from 
one Heavenly Vertue to another, and in behaving our 
hearts inwardly, in ſuch a lively and willing remem- 
brance, and execurion of his Divine will, as nothing 
'fary miſcarry us from what he hath commanded, or 
dew us into what he hath forbidden. 
>Thus, if he find us prepared, he will then, as he 
hath promiſed, bleſs us more and more, and give and 
. beftow upon us more and more of his ſpiritual bene- 
firs, and add unto our Stock and Store, ſuch _ 
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their Hearts are full of Ayarice, their Hands of Bribes, 
ogy | and 


dance of all neceſſary outward things of this life, as 
we ſhall not only be,able ro Feed, Cloath, Maintain, 
and Relieve our ſelves with wiſhed Contentment, but 
will give ſuch continual increaſe, as ve ſhall be able 
to perform theſe former duties to his needy Members, 
and whereby not only teſtifhe to the World our Faith 
by our Works, who will-glorifie God for us : but God 
ſhall ſee our Faith in him, and approve our cutward 
works amongſt men, to be good by our Faith ; theſe 
being the fruits of true Obedience, and Obedience 
the moſt acceprable Sacrifice of Thankfulneſ(s, a work 
not only painful or t:d1ous, hut moſt (weet unto the 
Soul, let us 1imbrace it as the triie Wiſdom, which for 
the ſweetnels; paſleth the Hony and the Hony-comb, 
and for preciouſneſs and worth, is of more value 
rhan the fineſt Gold, or deareſt Earthly Jewels. Who 
will not then apply his hearr unto this moſt accepra- 
ble thankfulneſs, ro which 1s promiſed anew and dai- 
ly ren2wing of Ble(I;ngs ? One Bleſſing ſhall follow 
another, as the ſweer drops of the Morning dew : 
Happy 1s the man thats in ſucha caſe. But moſt un- 
happy the . man forgetting God, and Gods benefirs 
nay, vio oftereth the Sacrifice of Praiſe in a falſe, 
or a cold, or a counterfeit manner; as Cazn did, who 
would be ſeen to give unto God part of his Earthly 
abundance, bur becauſe it was done with no true af- 
fetion, 1t was not accepted : No more are theſe un- 
worthy Praiſe; which many worldlings ſeem to flatrer 
God withal, offering the Sacrifices not of 16le, bur 
of hateful Fools, though in common Speech they 
.can make ſemblance of great Piety : As when they 
ſpeak of God: Blefitags, the increaſe of their Corn, 
.Oyl, and V Vine, the proſperity of rheir Cartle, the 
long continuance of the Health of their Bodies, good 
Snccels in their Aﬀairs, they can uſe an outward kind 
of Humiltition, bowing their counterfeir Knee, and 
valling their diliembling Bornert; as If the true pralie 
of God conlitted in theſe Cereinonies, when yjndeed 


and their Lips of Diffimulation. Hath God reſpect 
ro theſe kind of Offerings? No, he accepteth the 
Obedience of his V Vill : And his will 1s, chat thank- 
fulne(s tro him (being in Heaven not Teen) ſhould be- 
gin in Earth in doing good to our Brethren, whom 
we daily fee : Elſe, though God vouchſafe to fer (as 
he did upon Cainj a Mark upon ſuch ungrateful Di(- 
ſemblers, rhat they come not 1nto misfortune 12 this 
Life, like other men, yet it ſhall be a Mark of their 
Reprovation, which they ſhall carry with them ro 
their Eternal Graves, - Had not the men of the Old 
World great Bleflings of the hands of God ? Bur 
where was their Thankfulneſs ? The Earth was full of 
cruelty ; A baſe recompenle of ſo many Bleſlings : Yer 
did they think themſelves very ſecure, yea, when God 
in his ſecret Juſtice prepared thetr general confuſion, 
Was God ſo ftrid in odſerving, and ſo ſevere 18 pu- 
niſhing the whole world for Unrhankfulneſs, having 
but the Law of Nature for their Guide ? And will he 


be leſs to a Stiff-necked people, or to one diſobedient 


perſon, | having the nſc of the word ? Is not mans un- 
thankfulneſs towards man cenſured in moft evil part 
by man ? How much more mans unthankfulneſs to 
God ? Laban found great benefits, and many Bleſlings 
to grow unto him in his earthly eſtate by Zacobs fatth- 
ful and true ſervice, yet how unkindly did he reward 
him ? Ges. 32. 1. Yet ſee the mercies of the Lord, 
who ſeeing thankful Zacebs afflicted heart, under his 
ungrateful and ſeyere Maſter, wrought his delivery, 
and ſent him from cruc! Laban, rich. But did 7a- 
cob attriute his ſucceſs, and increaſe of his wealth, 
to proceed from his care and induſtry ? Or did he at- 
tribute 1c to his Art of ſpeckled Rods ? No, he con- 
felled by what means he was ſo bleſſed; namely, by 


God, to whom, as to the Author of all the good that 


befel him, he gave the Glory, ſaying (at his return) 
Over this Brook 1 came with my ſtaff, and with ſcrip 
only; but lo, Lord, 1 now return with mighty droves. 
Here was the true and lively Image of the PIFTIee 
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of praiſe in Goely Facob, and the very Pifure of In* 
gratitude 1n unthankful Laban, giving thanks nct:heT 
to God nor man for his proſperity. 

Many Labans now live, that receive the benefits of 
poor mens Travels and Endeavovrs, and at the hand 
of God rich Bleſſings : And yer they will not admir 
ether the help of man, or the Providencesf God, to 
be the means of their Advancement, but their own 
VVir, Policy, Deſert, or humane Friendſhip : And 
to defend their groſs and impions Ingratitude ftick not 
ro affirm, that the Servant that laboureth 1s worthy of 
his Hire : I am (faith this Carnal Logician) rhe Ser- 
vant of God, and therefore worthy of the pifts 1 re- 
ceive from him. Such hellifh Syllogiſms worldly men, 
the Scholars of Perdi1on, can frame agai1ft them- 
ſelves, not finding the ſubtilty of the Devil in theſe 
Arguments, who ſtriverh tro colour by his Sophiſtry, 
this Erroneous conceir of theirs, in aſſuming deſert to 


receive good where they deſerve to receive evil ever- 


more. $3 


The Servant of an Earthly Maſter may perform in' 


ſome meaſure his Mafters work, and may thereby de- 
ſerve his promiſed Hire ; bur who ſo thus prerendeth 
himſelt to be, or is indeed the Servant of God, by 
whom a lawful Zalling may be affigned him, whoſo- 
ever he made in the Execurion' of his External Vo- 


.. cation, yer he cometh ſo far ſhort of his rrue' duty 


commanded, as he not only meriteth no Earthly or 
Temporal benefirs, but tro be corredted with many 
Stripes. As who fo looketh into, or compared- his 
own performance with the Commandments of God, 
ſhall find himſclf fo far behind with God in: Thankful- 
nefs for his leaſt benefits, as he ſhall be driven to con- 
feſs he 1s unworthy of the Bread and Rayment (be 
It never (o mean) that he enjoyeth, which aifo how 
mean ſoever it be, it is the gifr of God, and no other, 
nor by any other means made ours, bur in Chriſt a- 
lone, withour whom' the greateſt Riches, the moſt 
glorious Eſtate, and moſt wiſhed earthly Pitpeny 
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becomerh a curſe unto them, that make them n t 
theirs by him that is bleſſed for ever. Heathen men 
are thankful unto. their falſe Gods, far the ſuppoſed 
good turns they do receive of them, and in recom- 
pence they do not only give verbal thanks, bur will 
offer unto them even their deareſt children 1n Sacrt- 
fice, to ſhew their thankfulneſs. And yet ſuch as re- 
ceive eyery day new Bleſſings of the true God, yea, 
alchovgh their plenty and health never ſo much 1n- 
creaſe and continue, they will not offer unto him the 
leaſt parr of their ſuperfluous ſtore, 1n giving 1t to 
the poor, in whom even Chriſt himſelf maketh Pert- 
rions for a cup of cold water (as it were) and 6 can 
hardly obrain it ar their hands, that will nor ſtick to 
affirm they are moſt thankful ro God, But know, 
that God will not be ſerved as men are. Maſters can 
no further judge of rheir Servants and their Service, 
than they ſee : The Idteneſs and Lottering of their 
Servants, they may in preſence obſerye, but the hid- 
den and concealed falſhoods they cannot diſcern : 
And if it be diſcovered, it 1s but by doubtful means, 
as by conjure, or report 2 Bur ovr great and all- 
knowirg Maſter, hath never his eye from his work : 
Nay, he feeth and knoweth our wits; the ſecret idle- 
neſs or vanity of the heart ; Howſoever the Hands or 
Lips may fcem ro labour 'to the praiſe of God before 
men, he can find out our counterfeit holineſs, and 
diſſembling thanks. Iris no boot to tell them, We be 
thank ful to God, though men cannot reprove us, nor 
diftinguiſh between our diffimulation and true thank- 
fuinels. V Vho would or could have condemned Ane- 
1izs and Saphira, that voluntarily gave the moſt part 
of their Goods to the uſe of Gods people, and yer 
the Holy Ghoſt finding their hypacrifie, gave them 
the reward of death for that which they concealed 
from men. 

-» Man could not-have found ovt the bribery of Geha- 
77, nor the hypocrifie of 7udas. Itis a dangerous 
thing to dally with holy things, much more to diſſem- 
ble with him that is moſt Holy. In- 


_ 
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Ingratirude js a contemprihle Vice, yet not ſo odi- 
ous as is Hypocritical unthankfulneſs : For by the one, 
man findeth apparently, who are thought unworthy, 


of a ſecond good turn; but by the other man ts dra«n 


ro do a favour to the undeerving, that by diſiembling 
inſinuation and counterfeit thanks for a former, oh. 
rains a ſecond kindneis, when in truth he 1s meerly 
unthank{ul for both : Bur God 1s not thus over-taken, 
he cannot deceive by diſleinbling gifts, nor be dcefu- 
ded by counterfeit thanks. And yet God oftentimes 
giveth new gifrs, as Health, Wealth, Honour, Office, 
favour of Friends, a good V Vife., and dutiful Chil- 
dren, and many ſuch like Earthly Bleſſings to the moft 
unthankful, by which the minds of Carnal men are fo 
much the more beſortcd-in obſerving that all things 
ſucceed ſo well, they think God 1s well pleaſed with 
them, flattering themſclves, that chey ftand much in 
Gods favour, becauſe their occaſions ſucceed better 
than other mens, perſwading themſelves that to keep 
a formal and moral courſe of life among men, and to 
make ſuperficial ſhew of thankſulneſs unto God, and 
at their death, to allot ſome manner of forced Bene- 
volence to the V Vorld, as the building of an Alms- 
Houſe, Hoſpital, Colledge, or ſuch like, 1s ſo high a 
Recompence to God for the Loan of his benefits, as 
he reſterh rather in ſuch a Bcnefaours debt for this 
good deed, rhan ſuch a vain glorious giver indebted 
- God, for his long ufing and abuſing of his Bene- 
ts, | 

By which, I condemn not ſuch works, tending to 
charitable uſes, as are done in due time, and by men, 
firſt ſeeking ro be themſclves in the true favour of 
God, betore they ſo ſeek the Glory and Condemna- 
tion of the world : For I preſume to ſay, that the be- 
ſtowing of mens Goods, while they are their own, 
by their own hands in ſecret to rhe needy Members of 
Chriſt, is more acceptable ro God, than the former 
(though commendable) intendments after their deaths. 


VVhile we live we knew whar is for the time 1n our 
d1- 
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diſpoſition, but after death we cannot take knowlelge 
+ What courſe will be tak-n with that we intend to beſt 
Aons : Neither doth the given after Death teſtifie 
mans aſſurance of Gods Providence, as doth the Ilthe- 
ral giving in time of life : For who fo keeps his trea- 
ſure ill he die, he leaverh it perforce, and againft his 
will, which no man can deny : And though he grieve 
to forego, he cannor fear to want them : Bur he thar 
eiverh 1n his life-time, giverh 1n aſſurance thar he that 
gave it him, and made promiſe of rewarding the piv- 
crs to the poor, dependerh ſo ſurely thereupon, as he 
ſhall never want what may be ſuſficient : V Vhich in- 
deed is a worthy Teſtimony of rrueſt thankſulneſs to 
God, for the rhings he enjoycth in this Life. 


Preparatives to Thank fulneſs. 


Alvation belongeth unto the Lord, and his bleſſing 
is upon all that are his, Pſal. 3. 8. 

The Lord hath heard my Petition, the Lord doth 
receive my Prayer, Pſal. 6. 10. 

I wiil praiſerhe Lord with my whole hearr, I will 
be glad and rejoyce 1n thee, O thou moſt High, Pſal. 

1; 
, Lord, thou haſt heard che defire of the Poor, thou 
prepareſt rhcir hearr, thou bendeſt chine Ear unco 
them, Pſal. 10. i 7. 

In my trouble did I call upon the Lord, and cry 
unto my Goda he heard my voice our of his Temple, 
my cry came before him, and he helped me, P/aln 
18. 6. | 

[ ſought the Lord, and he heard me; yea, he de- 
liwered me ourof my fear, Pſal. 24. 7. 

Taſt ye, and {ce how gracious the Lord 15, blefled 
15 the man chat truſterh 1n him, Pſal. 34. 8. 

Let the Lord live, and blefſed be my ſtrength, and 
the God of my Salyation be exalted, Pſal. 18. _ 

Thou 
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Thou art my Lord, my well-doing extendeth not to 
thee, bur to rhe Saints that are 1n the Earth, Pſal. 26 
2, 4 


Hough men by their beſt gifts cannot enrich God, 
yet they muſt beſtow Gods gifts ro the uſe of his 
Children, and rhat is the beft recompence they 

can make unto him for all his Earthly Bleſſings, and 
to be obedient unto him accordin2 to his will reveal- 
ed in his Word, is the Sacrifice wherewith he is pleaſ- 
ed for all his benefits 3p ritual, and Corporal, which 
who ſo negleReth is meerly unthankful, what ſhews 
ſoever he maketh of outward Thankſgiving. There- 
fore every faichful receiver of any his Bleſſings, will 
fall down before his Majeſty, in this, or the like man- 
ner of hearty unthankfulneſs, ro manifeſt wich his 
words the inward willingnels of the heart. 


P_ — 


A general thanksgiving unto God, for all his 
Benefits Spiritual, and Corporat. 


) Ternal God, and Ever-living, and moſt loving 
—, Father, I the pooreſt and moſt unworthy of all 
thy Creatures, do bow and proſtrate the Knees of a 
truly thankful heart unto thy Majeſty, yielding unto 
thee all humble, unfeigned and poſſible thanks for all 
thy Fatherly Favours both Divine and Corporal ; a- 
bove all (O Father) I thank rhee, for that thou didft 
ele& and chuſe me to Salvation before all Worlds : 


| For that thou Createdft me being nothing, and being 


born a ſinful Reprobate by Nature, didſt Redeem me 
from Saran and +l; and Adr pteſt me one of thine 
own Children, by thine own Sons Biood, in whom, 
and for whoſe ſake, thou accepreſt me an Heir, with 
thy Saints, or the glory of Hcaven. And for” mine 


_ aſſurance here in this life, haſt givcs: 172 nor only thy | 
promiſe/ia thy word, but haſt ſanGiſicd me with thy / 
holy: 
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haly Spirit, whereby I bclieve ; And can in ſome 
meaſure refift, the motions which riſe in me, by means 
of that Original corruption which I brougit 1nto the 
,world, and bear abour me, which could nor but con- 
demn me, were It not that the Death and ReſurreRi- 
on of Jeſus Chriſt the Righteous, did juſtific me by a 
Iiwely Apprehenfion, and a faithful feeling of his moſt 
free merits, working for ine, and in my behalf, 


Theſe moſt ſweet Spiritual favours ſo far ſurmount 
the apprehenſion of the moſt wiſe 1n the world, and 
any feeling to the comfort of Carnal men, that they 
cannot aflure_ themſclves of their own Salvation, a 
more miſerable eſtate than which cannot light upon 
men. How much then, Lord, am I wrerched Crea- 
tyre, bound unto thy free mercy, in chooſing me to 
be one of thine own by Adoption, and to give me 
the carneſt-penny of thy Spirit to aſſure me thereof, 
and that ſo far from preſuming upon any deſert of 
minc own, as 1 wholly condemn my (clf, and acknow- 
ledg all my hope and afſurance to he wrought in me, 
by thine own free love. I am unworthy, deſerving 
nothingleſs, deſerving rather thine heavy and high in- 
dignatzon, and conſcquertly thy juſt Judgments 3 
whercby inſtead of niy free Election, IT thould be re- 
jeted, inſtead of my Redemprion, I ſhould be con- 
demned, and be retamecd in the fearful power and 
bondage of Satan and Hel}, inftead of my Sandtifica- 
tion and Juſtification, I have merited Reprobation : 
And yer dear Father inthe ahuidar.ce of thy favours 
I ha'c, and do enjoy the Bleſſings of all Spiritual 
Comfort aud Conrentment, and withal have enjoyed 
ſo many Corporal Comforts, and Earthly Graces at 
thy Hands, as are more 1n number than my fins, which 
arc more than the duft of the Earth : My life 1 had 
of thee, the continuance thereof of thee : The 
health of my Body thou preſcrveſt, and when I have 
been ſick, .thou haſt healed me. In my hunger thou 
feedeſi me, and refreſhkeſt me, when I am hay + 

thou 
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thou clotheſt me, and which is more, rhou beareſt 
me as the Eagle doth her young, even upon the wings 
of thy Providence, fo that I have been delivered from 
infinite of imminent dangers, both from the peril of 
the Sword, and rhe Plague, and from the violence of 
many misfortunes which might have befaln me, where- 
by had I not been proteted by thee, I had periſhed 
long ago, and many times being poor , thou- haſt 
relieved me; being envied, thou haſt kept me from 
the power, and open force, and ſecret devices of my 
many enemies. And moreover, which 1s nor the 
leaſt (Lord) thou haſt not only given-me the uſe of 
my Limbs, and ſervice of my Senſes, Þut haſt taught 
my heart to conceive, and my hands to perform thar, 
by which, tn thy providence, I profit in my Calling, 
and live. How then moſt gracious and loving Fa- 
ther, am I bound unro thy Divine Majeſty for ſuch, 
and ſo many Heavenly and- Spiritual Bleffings, and 
Corporal and Earihly benefits, the leaſt of which as I 
have not deſerved, ſo can I not make recompence 
unto thee for the leaſt ? But as thou haſt freely be- 
| ſtowed them all upon me in Chriſt, ſo in Chriſt I re- 
turn to thee the glory in whom thou art well pleaſed, 
and in him reconciled unto me, or elſe would the be- 
nefits which TI receive, become rather a Curſe than a 
. Bleiting unto me. | 


—— 


*. Oh that I were rather of Wiſdom ſufficient, of 


Power able, in Diſpoſition willing, and in Zeal fo fer- 
vent, as I might pour forth thy deſerved Praiſes with 
a joyful heart. Bur good Father, accept the Sacri- 
fice of my willing mind, and wmpute not unto me el- 
ther weakneſs or unwiltingneſs, unthankfulneſs, or 
forgetfulneſs of this high duty, foraſmuch as thar All- 
. ſufficient Lamb ſacrificed tor me, mediateth as well 
for me, and in my behalf, as my inward thankſgiv- 
ings, and preſenteth them upon thine Altar of mercy, 
as he ever preſenterh unto thee my Prayers for par- 
don of my fins: Of my ſelf, Lord, I cannot bring 
thee Abels, or Elias Sacrifice, .but an heart of rrue 
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hanksgiving, which it may pleaſe thee to- accept, as 
hou did(t the Sacrifice of Bullocks and Goats. And 
et me, Lord, be truly ab!e to offer unto thee Davids 

orning an41 evening Sacrifice of praiſe, eſpecially 
har moſt ſweer and prevailing Sacrifice of filial obe- 
dience which thou ſo much accepteſt : And although 
c can merit no favour at thy hands as it 1s my work, 
t being ſan&ified in Chriſt, it 1s the eſpecial mean, 
ot only to diſcharge my duty 1n part, but to obtain 
ew and cominuing bleſſings and benefits at thy hand 
in Chriſt : To whom with thee, and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be all honour, power, praiſe, and thankſgiving, for 
yermore. Amen, O Lord increaſe my Faith, and mab» 
e evermore thank ful. 


_—_— 
a 


Another Thanksgiving, 11 and for Goas gen- 


tle Corr eftions. 


Eternal God, Powerful and True, which bring- 


eſt down to nought, and again advanceſt : Thou ' 


in mercy often Corredtcſt thy deareſt Children, an 
holdeſt them in by afflictions, left their over-much 
liberty ſhould give them over-much ſcope to run a- 
ſiray, and conſequently to fin, and diſhonour thy 
Name, to their own deſtrution. Therefore, O lov- 
ing, and moſt merciful, and dear Father, I do yield 
thee thanks that thou haſt viſired me with Crofles, 
and beaten me with gentle Afflitions, and corre&ed 
me with Fatherly Chaſtitements : For they are thy 
loving imbracements , welcome to the Spiritually 
minded, irkſome yer to Fleſh and Blood, that ſayour 


not of any thing contenredly, but of Sin, Delights 


aad Vanity, Baits and Snares of Death. Good there- 
fore is it for me, dear Farher, that thow haſt humbled 
me with thy loving CorreGtions : And great is thy fa- 
vour, yea, and thy Providence and Power, paſt all 
the capaciry of the wiſeſt; For lo, Lord, and I 
haye found favour in thy fight, I have received com- 
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At thy hands, even in the time cf my deepeſt affliti- 
On ; yea, when I was caſt down, and 1n the conceit 


of mortal men, confounded alrogether, thou yer 
didſt rake me up, and didft not ſuffer me to periſh 


utterly :- For when mine- enemies laid wait for me, 


and ſnares to take me, and intended my deſtruction, 
they were by thee prevented of their purpoſe, and 
when they haſted to take me, they ſtumbled and fell, 
and I eſcaped from them, as a Bird from the ſnare of 
a Fowler, therefore dol give thee the Glory, I praiſe 
thy Name, and I will magnifie thy Goodneſs for c- 
ver. pre 

O Father, who hath looked upon me in my trou- 
bles, but thou ? Who hath ſuſtained me, but thou ? 


Who hath fed me, bur thou ? Who hath preſerved. 


me, bur thou ? Wha took me out of the Lyons 
mouths, bur thou ? Who relieved -me-when I wanted 
things neceſſary, but thou ? Who. hath delivered me 
1n the time of danger, but thon ? VVho ſhall have 
the praiſe and glory, but thou the God of my Salvati- 
'on, and mine everlaſting Refuge ? 

But what recompence, dear Father, ſhall T make 
unto thee ? V Vhat reward ſhall I give rchee? VVhat 
ſacrifice fhall I offer thee ? I am a VVorm and no 
Man, and have no good thing to preſent unco rhee, 
buc only I fay and confeſs, and acknowledge even 
from my heart and ſoul, wth my Tongue and Lips, 
that thou only art God, only good, only able and wil- 
ling to help the Pcor, to relieve the Diltreſled, ro 
comfort the Abje&, and to deliver them that are rca- 
dy to be (wallowed up of mercilefs waves.. he 

I am poor, yet thou provideft for ime #1 want, and 
thou giveſt me things expedient 2 I have Enemies, 
but thou defendefi me from their tyranny : I am fee- 
ble and weak, and fearful ro fall, bur thou doſft yer 
ſtrengthen me, and uphold me : Thou leaveſt. me 
not in miſery, thou forgerreſt me not in my calamity, 
thou doſt not ever hide thee from me, nor turn thy 
Face when I (eck thee, but thou rather Bee 
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before 1 call, and prepareſt me Salve, before I un- 
fold my Sore, and giveſt before I aſk more than I can 
defire : Yea, Father, when I think my elf over- 
whelmed with the troubles thar like raging waves do 
follow one another, thou takeſt me up, and ſetreſt me 
on a ſure Rock, and when I begin to ſlide, and my 
Faith ſeemeth to fail me, thou even then with thy 
helping Hand doſt hold me up z So that neither the 
waters of this worlds troubles can alrogether -ſwalloiv 
me up, neither I altogerher (5 fall, as if rhere were 
none to help me up. 

Therefore, O Father, full of Love, full of Pow- 
er, full of Compaſſion, and Patience, to thee only I 
yield praife for my prelenr relief, and comfort : I 
thank chee for thy loving and Fatherly help, who arr 
abſolute in thy Providence, and therein raiſeſt means 
to ſupport thy Children when they are in danger. 
And as thou of thy free favour in Chriſt thy beloved, 
haſt at this time, and for ever delivered me, yea, 
when I was paſt hope ; ſo continue my loving God, 
and Helper, and Saviour unto the end : And as thox 
ſeeſt my ſoul in adverſity continually : So be thou my 
continual Helper, that 1 may ſtill fing unto. thee the 
ſong of praile :: For thou art worthy to be praiſed, 
Oh, thou art worthy to be praiſed ! ro thee be praiſes 
for ever. Amen. 

0 Lord increaſe my Faith, 
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Pfal. 12. 2. The Lord is my Rock, and my Fortreſs, and 
he that delivereth me 5 my God, and my Strength, in gl 
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k * bimwill 1truſt : My Shield, and the Horn alſo of my | ® 
| Salvation, and my Refuge. Eo, q 
t A Thanksgiving to God, for that Enemies | - 
| 5 have not prevailed according to their de- | 
4 ' fires, with Prayer to prevent them, p 
, f: 
H Lord of Hofts, Lord of Heaven and Earth, d 

who defendeſt David from the malice of Saul, y 


; Hexekiah from the power of Senacherzb, and all thy 
| Children from their enemies, ſo far as was ever ex- 
( pedient for thy Glory, and their ſouls comfort : I 
1 thank thee, and bleſſed be thy holy Name for ever, 
 ., for that thou haſt not ſuffered mine enemies v> tri- 
umph over me, bur haſt moſt graciouſly delivered me 
; from their malicious devices, and hateful inventions; 
'Y Thine Eyes have ſeen theirJaying in wait for me, and. 
i their wicked Pradtiſes, and in thy Providence they 
J are fallen, and I ſtand; they ſnared, and I am deli- 
vered ; they are puniſhed, and I am preſerved. Bur 
« It was not mine own policy, mine own power, wiſ- 
'|*  _ dom, or ſword, that hath kept them back, it was 
b/ rhine own will, thy work, and thine 1s the Glory : 
| Neither have I eſcaped their wicked practiſes, be- 
cauſe I was juſt, nor becauſe 1 was innocent 3 Net- 
| ther of which deſcrvech ſo much, bur it was thine 
N own free mercy in Jeſus Chriſt, by which they are 
"  ſnared, and I am delivered : And I do acknowl-dpe 
ir, and do confeſs before all men, yea, I do publith 
, thy praiſe for thy goodneſs, who art my firength, and 
4 my Salvation : Be thou evermore ſo, and I ſhall ne- 
ver be moved 3 be thou my Rock whereapon I may 
evermore reſt ſafe. And grant that as I have ſeen . 
thy Salvation, taſted of thy ſaving health, felt the. 
power of thy Right Hand, and been partaker of fo 
| many 
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many of - thy benefits and bleſſings ; make me able to 
glorffie thy Name, that as thou haſt now diſappointed 
mine enemies of their hope, and weakned their pow- 
cr 5 as thou haſt ſcattered them, and brought their 
devices and imaginations to noughrt : So, Lord, ſtand 
alwayes by me, and as they have made a mock of me, 
truſting in thee, ſo ler ſhame befal them for their 
eruclries z ler their mouths which ſpeak lies . be ſtop- 
ped, their arms ſtill weakned, and their hearts wax 
faint, whenſoever they ſhall atrempr their malicious 
devices againſt me again, when they ſhall compaſs me 
about with the multitude of their wicked 1maginar:- 
ons, then let the multirude of thy Mercies oyer-match 
them. They had ſought my hurc withour a cauſe, 
and rherefore fell without my force : Thou tookeſt 
my cauſe into thine own hands, and haſt brought me 
our of the ſnare that they have laid, and taken chem, 
for thou judgeſt right : Let them therefore know 
that ir is thou that haſt done it, and although they 
fay in their hearts, The Lord will not ſee, nor conſider ; 
Let them find that thou ſeeſt and confidereft their 
practiſes, and let them nnderſtanding that thou re- 
gardeſt the cauſe of the oppreſled : let them never 
have power to riſe up again againſt me, ler them ne- 
ver prevail : Let me evermore rejoyce 1n thee, O 
Lord my God, my firength, and my Redecmer, 
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A Thankhgowving to be uſed after the return of 


a Journey, or come to ſome Inn or Place of 


reſt. 


O God of al Goodneſs, Mercy, and Love, I give 

chee moſt humble and hearry thanks, for thy Dt- 
vine Providence, in leading and conducting me in 
this my Journey, and for preſerving me from dan- 
gers in the ſame, wherein I do acknowledge thy good- 
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neſs towards me ; who as thou didſt even by thy hand 
condu Lot out of Sodom, fo haſt thou taken me, as 
It were, jn thine Arms, and delivered me from pert. 
and as thou didſt ſend Raphael thine Angel to conduct 
Tohias; And as thou a1idſt lead the Servant of Abra- 
ham, and didſt guide Jacob in their Journeys, even 
by thy Boly Mimtiring Spirits : So do I acknowledge 
rhat thou baſt been this day with me in_ my Journey, 
ton haſt brovght me in peace and ſafety unto this 
place, wherein I may take my bodily reſt and refrecſh- 
roent, having graciouſly prote&ed me from man) ſe- 
cret dangers, not only of Enemies, Robbers, and 
Thicves, bur alſo from danger 3nd hurts of my Limbs, 
which are commonly incident, and do befal even 
thine own Children ; bleſſed be therefore thy Holy 
Name for ever, I give glory unto thy ſacred and moſt 
glorious Name, for that thou haſt not wy preſerved 
me, bur haſt alſo bleſſed my Journey with ſuch ſuc- 
cuts, 45 jn thy Wiſdom is moſt for my comfort and 
profir : For in all things rhou knoweſt better what is 
fic for man, than wan : And therefore as thou haſt 
been pleaſed to deal with me, or ſhalt think hereafter 
ir for me, grant that I conſult not with Fleſh and 
Liood, ro find the expediency of the (ſucceſs of my 
Journey, knowing rhis, that we are 1gnorant of the 
things moſt convenien: for us 3 And therefore what- 
locver doth or ſhall ſucceed by thy Providence, give 
me Wildom, Paticnce, and Thankfulneſs ro imbrace 
the ſame. | 

Let me never forzet the words of thy Mouth, thy 
Promiſes made unto thy Children, thar All. things 
ſhall warb together for the bell for them. And theres 
fore | do aſlure me, that rhou haſt brovght my Jour- 
ncy to proſper, ſo far as may be thy Glory, and my 
Comforr, and the diſcharge of my duty, wr all the 
circumſtances of the occaſion of the ſame. - Make 
me able therefore ro extol rhee, O my God, Ikt my 
foul praiſe thee , O everlaſting Guide, | Lord moſt 
loving, God all-{ufficicnt, and ever-helping Famer, ; 
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To whom with thy Son, in whom thou preſerveſt, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt. tro whom rhou ſan&ifieſt all 
that are thine,” be evermore aſcribed all Glory, Pow- 
er, Dominion and Majeſty for ever. Amen. 

- 0 Lord increaſe my Faith. 


A Prayer for the Fruits of the Earth. 


Almighty and moſt mercifi] God, the Lord 

of Heaven and Earth, which of thine abun- 

# dant and infinite Goodneſs doſi adorn and fill 

the Karth with all kind of Fruit and Grain, whereby 
1s ſuſtained both the Life of Man and Beaſt, and 
which yer cannot proſper without thy bleſſing : We 
humbly beſeech thee of thine 1nfinite Goodneſs and 
Mercy, to bleſs our fields and ground, and make them 
proſperous to yield their increaſe : For without thy 
Favour and Bleiling the Earth can bring forth nothing, 
but unprofitable and hurtful weeds, nor we by our 
endeavours make the ſame proſper. Let not our 
ground be deſolate in thine indignation : Shut not 
up the Heavens in wrath for our fins, that jr be not 
as Iron, nor our earth as Braſs ; bur of thy goodneſs 
pive us Hoth the early and latrer Rain, thar we may 
have abundance of our Fruit, Thy River, O Lord, 
is fill of Water, prepare our Corn, and proſp:r our 
Earth, crown the Year with thy goodneſs, and ler 
the Clouds drop fatneſs, let the Plains be repleniſh- 
ed vi;h Sheep, aud the Valleys with Corn, that the 
polieſſors of rhe Earth may be many and rejoyce, 
Preſerve us (O Lord) in the time of Dearth, that we 
periſh not for hunger, nor be confounded in the time 
of danger : We confefs our fins (O Lord) with 
groanings and prief of heart unto thee : Hear our 
Prayers 1n thy Holy Habitation, and be merciful unto 
thy people, which have tranſgreſled thy Holy Com- 
mandments, and give every man,_ according to his 
H 4 warts, 
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wants, that in.all things we may confeſs and acknow 
ledge with all reverence thy Ommipotent and Divin 
power, and thy bountiful hand, with giving thank 
and continual praiſes unto thee, which -haſt given us 
all things here to cnj5y. Amen. 


Meditations. 


A moſt Divine and comfortable Meditation, 
concerning the Majeſty and Power, and Love 
of God, whereby men diſtreſſed, and in conts- 
mal dangers may be flirred up the more aſſu- 
redly to depend on him, for their Delivery 
and Relief, though it come not ſudaenly. 


WY? ſhouldſt rhou fear or faint, O my poor 
| ſoul, though yet thou find no more reſt than 
the Dove that could find no place to ſet her foot on ? 
Be yer comforted, for the Lord is God, and he curn- 
eth all things ro good, to them rhat are his, 

Thou haſt long ſighed and bewailed thy miſeries, 
and yer thou art as Joſeph, fill in Priſon : Bur look 
not upon the weak means of Fleſh and Blood, to be 
freed : Look not upon the Staff of Zgypt, the bruiſ- 
ed Reed of carnal ad to be ſtayed by : They are but 
falfe allurings, ro draw thee from the ſweet contem- 
plation'of the admirable works of the Worker of all 
good, rhe Lord of Roſts, beſides whom there is no 
God. He ſirteth 1n glory in the Heavens, and hath 
cloarhed himſelf with Majeſty. Ir is-he that maketh 
all Knees to bow, and forceth Kings ro ſtoop," and 
driveth away the Armies of his moſt mighty Ene- 
mics. 


4 


— 


He 1s the hope, and ſtrength, and help, and re- 
fuge, and reſcue, and relicf of them, that truſt in 
him : And he js not curious or coy, as a man that 
worketh for Money : He doth not good for good a- 
gain ; burtallinlove, all in mercy, alga and want- 
ing no Power to hring to paſs what he will : Either in 3 
Mercy to his Children, or m Judgment againſt his | 
enemies, 
For the Heavens are his Seat, the Earth is his Foot- 
ſtool, the Angels are his Miniſters, and all Creatures 
ſerve him, and that for man only : I will not then 4 
diſmay, though I cry yer, and be not heard. There | 
is an appointed time, and there 1s an appointed mean 
in his Providence, already decreed in my behalf ; I 
know well by his Promiſes, which are, Yea, and 
Amen, | 
Therefore be * patient, O my ſoul : truſt yer, | 
O my ſoul : ſtand faſt, and this God, yea, rhis high ; 
and glorious God, this great agd terrible God, will | 
be thy Reeper, thy Saviour and ProteQour ever- | 
more. $ 
He is an immaculate God, a God pure, perfc& and j 
holy : fear him therefore, -O my ſoul, for as he is | 
clean, he will have thee cleanſed from all impiety | 


"x 


he will have thee beaurified with ſanRiry and Holi- 
neſs, as hes holy : Noevil dwelleth in him, fin muſt 
not remain with thee : Fly therefore all impiety, ad 
imbrace the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, who will put on 
thee his Robe ' of Righteouſneſs, and thou ſhale be "4 
perfet. And this God then ſhall be with thee, this 
God, I ſay, ſhall be thy refuge for evermore. 

Though he'fit in the high Heavens, not ſeen with ; 
the eye of fleſh, nor can be reached unto by the hand 
of natural Reaſon, yer he commendeth all, and'doth | 
even what he.will, borh in Heaven and Earth. 

So powerful he 1s, ſo magaificent, and fo abſolute | 
in power, that at his word the Earth trembleth, the | 
Mountains moye, and in his diſpleaſure, he killeth { 
eyen Kings for his righteous Childrens ſake. 
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The Heavens above do ſhew the glory of this God 
and the Artificial frame of the Firmament, the glit- 
tering Scars therein, the Sun and Moon, and their due 
courſes ungehangeable throughout all Ages, and the 
beautiful Ornaments of the earth beneath do approve 
the admirable works of his hands. 

His voice is a mighty voice ; for he ſpeaketh, and 
It 1s heard from one end of the world to another : 
His voice b a terrible voice, at which all Powers, 
Princes and Potenrates do tremble. 

That mighty Nebuchadnezzar at his voice was thruſt 
forth into*the ficlds among the wild beaſts, from his 
Throne : and David from the Wilderneſs called back 
to fit 1n the ſtate of honour : By him was Haman 
hanged, and Mordecaz delivered, Suſanna cleared, 
and the 7udges ſtoned. 

Every Kingdom js this great Gods, and. he Reign- 
eth over all Nations : He controleth, and 1s not con- 
troled : he ſmireth, and 15 not reſiſted :; he advanceth, 
and none can throw them down, 

O my Soul, fear, and ſerve, and love and reve- 
rence, and obey this great God, this Lord high and 
rerrible, chat approveth himſelf a King over all the 
Earth, being guarded with tuch invincible Pawer and 
Majeſty, that he can ſtrike Saul to the ground with 
his terrible Voice, and again raiſe Saul with a loving 
agd a kind heart. Wo 
| © Lord, How terrible art thou in thy works ? 
Through the infinite greatneſs of thy Power, thou 
haſt made all things, and preſerveſt all men : Inſo- 
much as all ſuch as ({cem ro deny thee, thy Power and 
Providence ; the Fools thit fay 1n ther hearts, there 
15 no. God, are made mute, and put to filence, and 
both their will, and their praiſes made all ſubjz& 
unto thy -W1!t and Pleaſurc. . 

What-rth<n ? Shall I reſt amazed. at. the . frivolous 
inventions of carthly men, that ſcefn by their own 
power to build themſelves Babel on»Eartch, working 
xcrroug to-the poor by their pride, and pradfiſe 1m- 
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piery withour any remorſe of Conſcience ? 


No, I will keep filence, and neither mine own 


Wants, nor forrows, nor Dangers, nor the Worlds 
jgnominious Taunts at my baſe Eſtate, ſhall wreft me 
from this glorious God, from this powerful Zehovah, 
from this ſo loving and kind a Father : "Chat feareth 
not.the ſtrength and forces of Millions of Kings, but 
ſhicldeth and defendeth his by his. mighty Hand, and 
keepeth them ſafe 1a the flaming Fire, in the raging 
Seas, and in the ſtrength of the Lions. paws. 


Let this God, I ſay, ariſe and chaſe his enemies, 
and cheriſh his little ones, and pull down the proud, . 
and ſer up the fimple ; and fcatter the wicked, that 


they dwell not beyond his rime appointed, to tyran- 
nize over his choſen upon the Earth. 


The Chariors of this God are Twenty Thouſand 


Angels, the Lord himſelf being among them, the ge- 
neral worker of all good for all his, and of all Judg- 
ment againſt che unjuſt. 


All the Gods, that are eſteemed as Gods among © 
men, are but Idols, but che Lord he is God, that hath . 


covered himſelf with Liphr as with a Garment, where. 
by he difcovereth all Darkneſs, Infidelity, Diſobedi- 
ence, and Sin ; he findeth out the Faithleſs, howſo- 
ever they diſiemble Zeal, and approveth them nor 
wolt Godly thar are moſt glorious, nor them Repro- 
bates that the World rejeCterh, but through the,Light 


of his moſt high Wiſdom and Providence, h&yicld- | 


YN 


eth to every one his' own + To him rhar dork well, 
Life, - and Relief, and- Succour, and Parience, and ' 
Reſt, and: Peace z bur unto the wicked, ſorrow and : 
anguiſh, . and. tribulations, and a worm eyer devou-.. 


ring inperpe ual horror 10 Hell-fire. 
O my4oul, be therefore patient in theſe Tranſito- 
ry troubles, in theſe momcenrany afiidions : Srand faſt, 


faint nor, fear not, fly nor, bur fſegd on hope, for a 


ſtrong help comerh, and for this ſmall ſuffering rhou 
ſhalr receive a perperual and moſt admirable weight of 


O.m- 
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O my ſoul, now confider : Whom haſt thou in 
Heaven but this God ? Or whom, or what defireſt 
thou in Earth in compariſon of him ? For he is the 
portion of thine Inheritance, he filleth the Cup of 
Salvation unto thee for ever : Therefore I fear nor, 
neither will I faint, for this God hath promiſed, net- 
ther to fail me, nor forſake me. 


There 2s none lihe unto God, Oh righteous people, which 
rzdeth upon the Heavens for thy help, and on the Clouds int 
his Glory. 

The Eternal God is thy reſuge, and under his Arm thou 
art for ever, he ſhall caſt out the enemy before thee, and 
w2ll ſay, Deſtroy them, Deurt. 33+ 36. 27. 

© the deepneſs of the Riches, both of the Wiſdom and 
knowledge of God, how unſearchable are bis Fudgments, 
and his ways pat finding out, Rom. 11. 33. 

Of him, and through him, and for him are all things, 
to bam be glory for ever. Amen. Verſe 36. 

They inherited not the Land by tbeir own Sword, nei- 
t ber did their Arm (ave them, but thy right Hand, and 
thine Arm, and the Light of thy Countenance, becauſe 
%ou d4dft faveur them Pal. 44+ 4+ 
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A ſweet Meditation concerning the Knowledge 
and Providence of God, whereby the ſouls 
of the diStreſſed Members of Chriſt re$t aſ- 
fred, that God having foreſeen all things, 
cannot but in mercy bring all their ſorrows 
to a joyful and wiſhed end. 


. 


It 1s in vain I ce, for me a wretched Creature." to 
ſtrive with my powerful Creator : If I ſhoutd ſeem 


to hide me from him, and ſeek to eſcape his Rod 


and CorreQions, I being always ſolitary, I do but de- 
| celve 
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celveny ſelf, for he is in all places, and with all per- 
ſons, and knowerh the ways of men, and ſecarcheth 
the hidden thoughts within, and ſeeth mine aRions 
without ; the works of his Children he ſeeth and ap- 
proverth, the evil Aﬀtions of the Reprobares he ſeeth 
and condemneth : Yea, this Righteous God tryeth 
rhe very hearts and reins z he finds out the hidden” 
diſfimulation of hypocrites, pretend they never ſo 
great devotion and ſanity. Should I therefore think 
ro colour my ſins with the painted ſhewv of diffimulate 
holineſs ! could I perform ir ſo far, as men might ap- 
prove of all my ſayings, and allow of my doings, and 
that I were held jaſt? No, no : For if my inward 
parts be nor-perfect, he in his moſt abſolute know- 
ledge findeth me a deceiver, and ſo will make my e- 
vils at the laſt break out as the morning Light. 

O my ſoul, therefore, as thou tendereſt thy Salva- 
tion to come, and my comfort here in this life, leave 
off to fin in ſecret, ann fly all ſhews of 1mpiety, and 
regard Truth, and imbrace Juſtice, and follow good 
even with thy moſt inward affe@ion 3 and let neither 
mine hand, nor mine eye, nor mine ear, nor my 
rongue be jnſtruments of mine iniquity, bur rather of 
fincere Piety, and of a ſancified Life. | 

. The cauſe of miſery is fin, the way to obtain Mer- 
cy is Repentance, and a reformed Converſation. 

How canſt rhou look for love, that loveſt not to 
live well? And how canſt thou live and Iack many, 
yez, all Gods Bleſſings, inward and outward, unleſs 
thou loye him, and refrain thy ſelf before him, that 
ſeeth'thy looſe behaviour towards him ? 

Thon art in outward Poverty, becauſe thou art full 
of inward Impiety ; Thou haſt many enemies, be- 
cauſe thou art an enemy to God 3 and thy dangers en- 
creaſe daily, becauſe thon dwelleſt not in God, nor 
Gods Spirit in thee, 

Thou ſayeſt thou art Gods, and yet ungodly : Thou 
ſayeſt thou feareſi him, and yet thou ſtill offendeſt 
him ; Thou thinkeft thou ſhouldſt receive what gopg 
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thou defireſt, and yer thou defireſt amiſs, and deſer” 
veſt evil. 

God knoweth who are his. and who are not his : 
And none know they are Gods, but who know God, 
and ferve him rightly. The Righteous only he know- 
erh and their wants, and the Unrighteous he deſpt- 
feth, becauſe of their f18s wherein rhey fay 3 Tuſh, 
the Lerd will not regard it. 

© Lord, thou ſeeſt and beholdeſt, thou findeſt our 
and confidereſt all mens wayes : Miſchief and Wrong, 
Equity and Juſtice are before thee, and thou rakeſt 
the cauſes of men into thy hands, and thou giveſt 
juſt Judgment, becauſe thou only knoweſt the truch of 
every mans cauſe. 

The poor cemmſr themſelves to this God that know- 
eth them, ro this God that ſeeth them, and to this 
God thar pityethrhem,' and provideth far them. 

The Lord' lo-keth down from - eaven upon. all 
men, ſuch: ts rhe force of his knowledge, thar he 
knowerh tn man more than the hearr of man it ſelf : 
For he faſhioneth the hearr, and underſtanderh all 
my thoughts, long before they be conceived within 
me* L 

And. thereſore, my ſoul, prepare thee to Patience, 
addreſs thee to praiſe God, and conrinue in Prayer, 
be not 14le to Medirate good things, that the Lords 
Goodneſs may be rhy goodneſs, that his Love may be 
thy life, and his Prov:dence thy protection : For as 
he knoweth thy going, and marketh- well thy wan- 
dring, when thy feer follow vain things, 'and- Fatherly 
correRerh thee for them : So doth he behold thy 


' rears, and heareth thy groans, which thou makeſt 


for fn commirred againſt him, and healeth thee, and 
comforteth thee : Yer all rhings are ſo hidden in the 
Treafurec-houſe of his Providcence, thar- the ' natural 
man (cerh not the means how to be cared, when he 
js ſick, how to be raiſed again, being brought tow, 
how tro he drfended, having many mighry enemies : 
But che Spirit of God difcerneth, and 'as he is God, 
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all things to be done hereafter. : ; 

And he ſeeing me in my Mothers womb before I 
was any thing, ordained for me then, what I receive 
now, and therefore my hope muſt nor fail, but take - ' 
hold of his antient love, wherein he firſt Created me 4 
to live in him, and by him : And therefore, Oh, 
that I might be able truly ro ſerve him. that: he mighe 
lovingly relieve me ſtill; that I mighr taithfully obey 
him, that he might Farherly help me ſtill. 

He is the good Shepherd : O that I were a good 
Sheep of his Paſture : He feedeth, and guiderh, and 
holdeth up, and comforterh, and maintatneth all thar 
are his : He loſerh none that are his, he confound- 
eth none that are his, neither doth he forſake any 
of his unto the end. 

Within his Fold is his favour, and in his favour js 
Life, and in this life 1s Liberty, and 1n that Liberty is 
Relief, and in that Relief is true Peace, and in that 
Peace the aſſurance of Salvation, and in that aſſu- , 
rance the joy and comfort of the 5pirtr, whereby | 
every ourward unſavoury thing 1s made inwardly 
ſweer, every croſs hath his comfort, and every Tryal 
and Temprarion, and Sorrow, and Grief, is turned 
to the unſpeakable good of the Sheep of his" Pa-* 
ſture 

Therefore, O my ſoul, ſigh no more, ſorrow no 
more, be no more penfive at outward Poverty, frer 
no more at the worlds miſeries, diſmay no more at 
thy many ſins, but ſtrive to ſtand in the favour of 
this God, and he will ſet thee free, and baniſh chy 
fear, and fill thy Cup, and feed thee with the hidden 
treaſures of his never: faihing love. 

0 Lord increaſe my faith. 


God knowith the hearts of all men, Atts 1. 24. and 

Is. 8. 
The ing of God remaineth ſure, and hath this 
ſeal : The Lord knowtth who are his : And let every me 
that 
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that calleth on the Name of the Lord, depart from iniqui- 
ty, 2 Tim. 2. 19. | 

Thou haſt counted my wandrings, and put my tears into 
thy bottle, Pal. $6. 8. 


A Godly Meditation of the Word of God , 
whereby men. diſtreſſed may be ſtrongly re- 
ſolved to caſt off all fear, and tocaſt all their 
care on God, that careth for them, accord- 
ing to his Promiſe in his Word. 


Of what am 1, that I ſhould conceive of any hap- 

pineſs, or glory, or jey, or comfort to be given 
me either in this Earth below, or in the Heavens a- 
bove ? For Iam a man of corrupt Converſation, my 
heart is fraught within me with corruption, my ſoul 
is defiled, and my whole man polluted. Is 1t not 
rherefore my juſt portion to have here miſeries and 
calamities, and croſſes, and enemies, and evils innu- 
merable to follow me for my ſin, and to vex me for 
mine iniquiries ? So hath the Lord threatened in his 
Word. CD” 

Moſt true ir is, that right it were that I ſhould re- 
ceive theſe unſavoury things of this life, and to be de- 
prived of the Land of them thar live for ever, if I 
ſhould receive according to my deſervings : For 
death is due for ſin. O wretched man that I am, 
who ſhall deliver me from the danger of death, thar 
ſhall never haye end. 


Surely, when I look into this Book of mine own 


ways, and works, and wantonneſs, and wicked life, 


I ſee nocing but danger, and fear, and ſorrow, and 
written therein : How then, .my poor 


death ir (el 
foul, unhappy (oul, wretched foul, how canft thou 
efcape? O tremble and fear : For if thou find nor 

fayour 


fayour, thou art fallen for evet, and ever forlorn. 

Where then wilt thoa ſeek for ſuccour ; To whom 
wilt thou fly for Grace ? To the weak, and wicked, 
and woful world, or wanten worldlings 2 No, my 
Soul, fly from theſe feeble Friends, and look into, 
and confider, and believe, and imbrace the Word of 
God : Taſte that bread of Life, drink of that Foun- 
tain that floweth from the lively Spirit of Truth, and 
thon ſhalt live. It is a pure Word, and will purifie 
thee : It isalively Word, and will revive thee : The 
word of Truth, and will teach rhee : The word of 
comfort, and will recomfort thee. 

- © my Soul, what thing is ſo precious as this word, 

that bringeth thee glad rydings of thy Salvation, thou 
deſerving damnation ? Of life, thou deſerving death ? 
Of comfort, thou deſerving confuſion ? And of mer- 
cy endleſs, thou deſerving miſeries infinite ? 
It $a word full of Conſolation to ſuch as are ſorry 
for their fins, and ſeck after righteouſneſs : A word of 
terrour to the ' obſtinate : It 15 a killing Sword unto 
the wicked, and a faving Shield unto Gods Children : 
The favour of life unto life, ro them that are his : 
And the ſavour of death unto death, to the wicked. 
It js more to be defired, than the pureſt Gold, or 
ſweeteſt Honey : Come unto me (faith this Word) and 
I will refreſh you. Seth (ith this Word) and you ſhall 
find reſt for your ſouls. 

O my ſoul, here thenis thy reſt, here is thy ſafety, 
and here is thy ſatiety, and here is thy life and liber- 
ty, and here ſhale thou dwell as upon the Mountain 
of Peace, upon the Rock of Relief, and Hill of con- 
tinual help. | 

This is the Staff to ſtay thee by, this is the Wea- 
pon to defend thee with, this is the way to walk 1n, 
and this is the food to relieve thee withal. 

Oh, rejoyce therefore in the Lord, O my Soul, be- 
cauſe of this Word, by which he affureth rhee of 
health, -jf thou be fick, of comfort, when thou art 


ſad : Of defence, when thou art in danger : _ 
is 
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his preſence when thou ſeemeſt to be left alone, for. 
ſaken of all. 

By his word, he faith, Come : By thine obedience, 
ſay, Lord 1 come : delay not to caſt away the ſuperflu- 
ous care of external things, and ſeek things Spiritual 
and Heavenly, | 

. By this word, he ſaith, Seek firit the Kengdom of 
God: Anſwer thou by a deteſtation of the world, and 
worldly vanity, Lord, thy Kingdom 1 ſeek : Seek then 
this Heavenly inheritance, more to be wiſhed than the 
Land, and Revenues, and Riches, and Glory of the 
greateſt earrhly fubje&, who hath bur the caſual, and 
vain, and ſlippery things of this worid, and leave 
him, and we leave them : Bur loe a Kingdom 1s pro- 
vided in Heayen for the pooreſt Child of God. Seck 
this Kingdom, O my ſoul, even while thou art here 
in this vaſt Wilderneſs of this worlds miſcries : Fer 
when thcu haſt ſuffered, thou ſhalr receive Glory z 
and when thou haſt fought that good fight, thou ſhalt 
be Crowned : And when thou lea. eſt theſe things ſo 
vile, and vain, and loathſome below, thou ſhalt enjoy 
things glorious and ſweer, and full of joy and conſo- 
lation above : when thou haſt lefr the ſociety and fel- 
lowſhip of men below, thou ſhilt accom dany An- 
gels above : And when thou haſt made an end of 
ſighing, and grieving, and groaning, und:r the bur- 
then of Tyrannous men her-, thou ſhilr ſing Praiſe 
and Glory to this glorious God above, who hath fenr 
thee his Word herein, thy Mor ality, to comfort 
me with the ſweet Contemplarion of thine Immor- 
rality. 

Oh, then let this be thy daily Meditation, ler this 
be thy continual Exercife, that in want and weakneſs, 
in ſorrow and ignominy, and mijſeries, and croſles, 
and temprations, and in all Tryals whatſoever, rho 
mayſt duly weigh, how. thou mayſt be aſſured, that 
none of theſe ſhall hurt rhee : For lo, even this Glo- 
rious, and {weer, and moſt joyful word, telleth thee 
ow thy loving Redeemer, My Grace 2s ſufficient for 
EDets O 
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D ſweet word of Truth, yea of a Truth, for he 
akerh and performeth : His Grace is ſufficient : 
at then ſhall I fear? If his favour be not further 
; but alwayes at hand, whar ſhall I fear ? If it be 
ficienr, whar can reſiſt it? Nothing but ſin : Nay, 
s Grace is ſufficient to kill fin : Then nothing can 
1nd between me and this Kingdom of God, if I fly 
to this word, if I keep this word, and medirare on 
is word, and bring forth the fruirs of this word : 
hen this word will further aſſure me, that this good 
;od, this powerful Providence and loving God, will 
ever fail me, nor forſake me. 

0 Lord increaſe my faith, 


The Word of God is lively, and mighty in operation, 
nd ſharper then any two-edged Sword , and entreth 
borow , even unto the dividing aſunder of the Soul and 
be Spivit, and of the Joynts, and the Marrow, and 4s 
 diſcerner of the Thoughts, and the Intents of the heatt, 
Jeb. 4. 12. 

The word of God is our delight in aFiiftion, Plal. 119+ 
39. And giveth Wiſdom to the ſample. 

As new born Babes," delive the ſincere Milk of the 
Pord ; that ye may grow thereby, 1 Pet 2. 2. 

Let not the Book of the Law depart out of thy mouth, 
ut meditate therein day and night that thou may(t obſerve 
1nd do according to all that is written therein « For then 
balt thou make thy ways profperous, and have g00d ſuce 
eſs, Jolh. 1. 8. 
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4A Meditation concerning the benefit of Faithſot m1 
in God, and how it holdeth the Children ofa © 


God from falling from him in their deepeſt ef 
mipſeries. jour © 
nric 


V Vretch that I am, where 1s my hope ? whereJhis w 
is my help ? where 1s my reſt? where 1s myſhe c 
aſſurance of ſalvation, or h:1p 1n my troubles ? his * 

T have a forcible and ſtrong Law 1n mine own catr- hope 
nal wiſdom, that to truſt in man, to put confidence, hnd : 
wealth, and to fly unto the relief of mine own devl- 
ces, mine own ways and works, avail me mere than 
all other means that elſewhere I may ſeck. 

O fool thar I am! O filly ſor, and wretch moſt fee- 
ble ! VVhat can I do, or ſpeak, or work, or deviſe 
ro bring to paſs the 'leaſt good thing to comfort me 
withal ? 

Mine heart is corrupt, my Converſatian evil, my 
Tongue unholy, and all parts of my Body impure : 
Can I then hope of any help, or work any good, or 

deviſe any courſe to comfort me ? 
| No, I diſdain all mine own ways, and works, and 
wiſdom, and incline me wholly unto the counſel of | yi 
the moſt High, and he will inſtrn& me : I will truſt | s: 
in him, and he will help me : I will fly to him, and - 
he will receive me : I will pray. to him, and he will 
hear me, I will fall down yer again, yea again, and } 1 
again before him, and he will cake me up. "SY 
Shrink not therefore, O my ſoul, nor be over-ſad || 1 
ar theſe my miſeries : Be not afraid at the worlds mi- 
ſeries, fainr not in the fury of the evil and malicious || 
men, for thou haſt an tielper in Heaven, in whom ' | | 
whoſoever truſterh, ſhall rejoyce, and whom whoſo- 
ever feareth ſhall ſtand faſt, and whom whoſoever 
truly feekerh, ſhall prevail in his 'defires, and ſhall | 
Triumph eyermore. 
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O my ſoul, ſet the Lords wayes before thee, for he 
| alwayes near thee : Let me not think chat he ſeeth 
ot my wayes and my walkmgs, as if he were a God 
hat confidereth not the ations of men. 

He is at my Right-hand, and on my Left-hand ; he 
s before me, and behind me, he compaſſeth me a- 
out on all ſides, and findeth me out in my ſecret in- 
entions, and his wayes are only perfect and pure; 
11s words tryeth the Truth, and his wiſdom paſſeth 
he capacity of wiſeſt men. In this God I truſt: In 
his Word I believe : In this Wiſdom I repoſe my 
hope, and as he hath promiſed, ir fhall come to paſs ; 
nd as Is fitreſt, I ſhall receive. 

And therefore I will not be diſmayed, I will not be 
liſcouraged at my miſeries 3 no, if I ſhould paſs 
horow the Valley of the ſhadow of death, I will nor 
ear 3 for my God attendeth me, and is in all things, 
nd all places and at all times with me ; and though 
he corre& me with his Rod, he upholdeth me, and 
comforteth me with his pre valling hand. 

Nane that truſteth in God, ſhall be put to ſhame ; 
not one thar putteth his confidence in him, and im- 
braceth his word, and obeyeth his will, and walketh 
In his wayes, ſhall be confounded for ever. Fo 

He is my Light, and he direQeth me 3; he is my 
Help, and he ſuftaineth me ; he 1s my Reſt and\.my 
Salvation, whom then, or what need I to fear ; 

O my foul, I ſhould have fainted 1n theſe importa- 
ble Miſeries, and continual Dangers, if I did nor be- 
eve to ſee the goodneſs of God, even 1n this Life ; 
f I were not aſſured to taſte of his bleſſings, before 
I go hence, and be no more ſeen, 

And I find his Favour, and his mercy, and his 
Power, and his Providence, and his infinite Bleſfings, 
both within me, and without me daily , yea, he is 
my ſtrength and my ſhield, he 1s my defence in trou- 
ble, and my portion, and my ſalvation. O my ſoul, 
truſt in him, and thou ſhalt be fed; and ſhalt have 
cauſe to rejoyce in him, and to fing praiſes _ his 
| ame: 
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Name : For truſting in him, his Mercy ſhall comp? 
me about z and comfort me with joyful deliverance 
yea, none that truſteth in him, ſhall periſh. 

The Eyes of the Lord are upon them that truſt | 


ome | 
nd B 
hee, 
hee, 


; him : Truſt in him, O my ſoul, then ſhalt thou fa oils 
I fought the Lord, and be heard me, and delivered mi Fai 
and relieved me, and defended me, and brought me out ( ot 


all my dangers. 4b 

O how good -and how gracious is this God, wh 
ſendeth his Angels to encamp abour ſuch as truly truſſ?** 
in him, that no Peril, or Fear, or Croſs, or Temp Th 
carion hurt them ! Bleſſed are they thar truſt in hin bo 
4A ' Fear the L-rd, O my ſoul, truſt in him, cry untd©** 
4 him, ceaſe not to do good, be not weary of well-dc 
ing 3 for nothing wanteth to them that fear him. D: 
Ls light thy ſelf in the Lord, and be ſhall give thee th 
bearts deſire : Commit thy way unto the Lord, and tru A 
in him, and he-ſhall bring all things to good end frh 
thee. ( 

Wait patiently upon the Lord, hope in him, fear 
not; though the earth be moved, and though rrou- 
ble environ thee round about; for the Lord out o 
Heaven ſhall ſend and ſave thee, and ſhall not ſuffer 
thee to. periſh altogether. 

O God, rememyer thy Promifes, how thou haſt 
faid, thou wilt not fail me. 1 b<lieve Lord, Lordj 3" 
help mine unbelief. m 
Upon thee I have been ſtayed from my youth, and} 
It is only of thy Mercy that I had not been confound It 
ed long agone : For of my (elf I have fallen, bur thou 
Lord haſt raiſed me ; of my ſelf I periſh, but through | (© 
thee I have beenever preſerved. es 1 t 

Conſider this, O my ſoul, and forget not the bene- - 

| 
x 
| 
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fir of the Lord, how he hath made thee as Mount 
Sion, that can never be moved. 

Let neither poverty, nor ſickneſs, or loſs, or Ene- 
miles, or any Croſſes, or whatſoever troubles drive 
thee from truſt in this God 3 and aſſure thee that-nei- 
ther life nor death, nor things preſent, nor things to 

"ome 
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> ſhall diſmay thee : His Mercies, and Goodneſs, ” 
4 Bleſſings, and Favour, and Love, ſhall follow 
2e, and feed thee, and relieve thee, and prote& 
-e, and fave thee from all dangers for ever. 
0 Lord increaſe my ſaith. 


Faith is the ground of things which are boped for, 
d the evidence of things that are not ſeen, Heb. 11. 1 
Above all take the ſhizld of Faith, wherewith ye may? 
yench all the fiery Darts of the wicked, Epheſ. 6. 17. 
1 believe, and therefore 1 ſpake, Plal. 119-10, 
They that truft in the Lord, (hall be as Mount Sion, 
hat cannot be moved, Pſal 125. 1. 


_— 4 - 


4 neceſſary Meditation, concerning the incer- 
tainty of mans bappineſs in this life, and the 
certainty of the endleſs happineſs of the 
Children of God in the Life to come, not- 
withſtanding their preſent miſery here. 


\ A Ine Eyes have ſeen, and mine Heart hath duly 
 confidered rhe fickle, and frail, and feeble, 
nd unconſtanr happineſs of man 1n this life ; yea, I 
ny ſelf have found by experience, that this world 
adminifireth zo man no perfe& Comfort, while he 
iveth upon. che Earth. | 

Yet Fleſh and Blood, the fooliſh outward man, be- 
orted with the vain delights of ſins deceirs, and ſna- 
red with the Baits of vain Hope, the Pleaſures, and 
Comforts, and Glory, and Eaſe, and Fulneſs of earth- 
ly Vanirics, thinketh himſc if ſafe, and in fate of ſuch 
lure and never-failing Happineſs, that he wallowerh in 
the mire of deceiving ſecurity, until at ugawares, the 
Hand of the living God be firertched our againſt him, 
and either rurneth his hope to deſpair, his glorying to 
ſhame, hus eaſe into trouble, his fulneſs 1nto want, a 
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all the vain things wherein he delight&h, into griet 
aud ſorrow. : : 

O my ſoul, truſt nor therefore in the tranſitory 
Traſh, and Pelf, and V Vealth of this V Vorld; for it 


Who 
fleey 


wal 


deceiveth and devoureth men; and as the Ruſt andÞB<> | 


Canker eateth and waſteth Tron, ſo doth the loveF" > * 


thereof devour thy truſt in God, and the prafiſe of" 


better things. 

Truſt not in worldly Friends, for their words are 
yain, their promiſes. not performed, nor their help 
worth thy hope. Ir is better to put confidence in the 
Lord, than to truſt in Princes ; for they who have 
their Breath in their Noſtrils, are but men, whoſe 
power is of the earth, and whoſe hands are feeble, 
and their devices vain. Some truſt in Charjors, and 
ſome in Horſemen, but (O my ſoul) Tr#3# thou in the 
living God, doing good; an! thou ſhalt remain ; when 
the foolsſh man that believeth in Fleſh, and dependeth on 
earthly means, ſhall fall and periſh. 

Be not carried away, O my ſoul, therefore, with 

"the hope of any mans help, nor fear what man cando 
againſt thee : For ſuddeply is thy Friend taken from 
thee, and he that ſecketh thy deſtruion brought ro 
a fearful end. Thy happineſs is not to have heaps of 


Goldand Silver, many Friends, and all earthly Abun- , 


dance : For the abuſe of theſe are dangerons, be- 
cauſe they draw thee from ſeeking God, and they are 
ſhorr, and bring thee to deſtruttion, leaving thy Car- 
kaſe-naked in the Grave, and thy ſelf, O my ſoul, in 
the mercileſs Pit. | 

What availed the Rich mans worldly pleaſures , 
when he went ſuddenly to Hell? What hindred the 
Beggars poverty, when he went immediately to Hea- 
ven ? 

How was 7ob impoveriſhed having mighty wealth ? 
V Vhat miſeries do follow the mightieſt men, is daily 
ſeen ; and how terrible the end isof ſuch'as have not 
the Lord for their ſtrength, but pur their truft-in the 
--mulritude of their Riches. ; - 
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Vho can ſay, the wealthy man is happy ? when 
eepeth, he ſleepeh in fear 5; when he walketh, 
walketh in danger ; and when he 1s in his beſt 
e, ſtrongeſt Body, and beſt State, he ſuddenly dy- 

, and leaveth lis Wealth he knoweth nor to 

om: 
And who can fay, the Poor, fearing God, is un- 
ppy in his baſencfſs, and wanr, and ignominy, fith 
2 ſetterh his hope upon the nevyer-failing God ? He 
eketh his help from Heaven, and is fed as with the 
ew thereof, only hope ſuſtaineth him, and his want 
timely ſupplyed with wiſhed neceſſaries, and his 
eart comforted in his deepeſt miſeries : He lyeth 
own in Faith, and Patience, and Thankfulneſs, and 
ie Lord ſuſtaineth him, and when he dyeth, he liv- 
th and reigreth, and rejoyceth in God his Saviour. 

O that I might have no delight in the vain thoughts 
f the world! O my ſoul, be at peace within me, 
then I have wars without me, be contented, and 
rudge not when I want the outward fulneſs of world- 
/ things : For I ſee and conſider that carnal means 
annot ſave me, but the Mercies of the Lord, where- 
1 he affordeth unto his faithful ones, all things to en- 
DY. - 

Though he make me a reproach among my Frienils, 

nd though he ſuffer me to ſtand a gazing-ſtock be- 
Tre the eyes of the wicked, who triumph in their 
wn Glory, gotten by their own hands and devices, 
nd the Lord is none of their counſe}, I will not yer 
e diſmayed,- neither will I be moved at their proſpe- 
Ity : For I know the day of their ſorrows comerh 
n, when they ſhall howl and cry out in horror, for 
he pains that enſue their pleaſures, and for the want 
hat ſhall follow their Wealth, . and tor the miſeries 
hat ſhall follow their Mirth, and for the death that 
hall follow their glorious and-wanton life. 

Oh how fooliſh are they that rruſt in their Goods ? 
low mad are they that make wealth cheir Warrant, 
nd Riches their Arm, and Friends their S:aff; when 
I r.one 
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- none of theſe can ſave them from” fickneſs, from (o 
row, from dangers, nor from death ? 4 
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No man can Redeem his Brother from Gods dil 
pleaſure, and from his appointed torments in Hel 
by his' much wealth : He cannot ſave himſelf by the 
multitude of his Riches : Bur God ſhall deliver thee 


; my Soul, from the power of Hell, and ſhall fave me 


Be not therefore afraid, O my ſoul, though man) 
be made Rich, and thou in Poverty 3 many advanced 
and thou reje&ed z many graced, and thou diſdain 


ed; many comforted, and thou injured among the 


Sons of mortal Men ; Thy Riches, and'thy Glory, 
and thy Favour, and thy Comfort, and thy Joys are 
hid in Chriſt with God. 

And what thinkeſt thou, O my ſoul, of theſe ſhort 
miſeries, that ſhall be exchanged for infinire Com- 
forts ? VVhether is it nor profitable for thee to have 
theſe momentary Corre&ions, to enjoy an Eternal 


Crown ? Thou haſt tryed the: inconſtant courſe of 


ſhalt poſſeſs the permanent Conſolation of Heavenly 
things. 

Hon long haſt thou looked about thee for help in 
the earth ? #pon my right band T looked,” and behold 
none that would know me,. or comfort me, (as David 
faith) and upon my left hand, ana no man I found that ca- 
red for my ſoul. | 

Then I cryed unto the Lord, and faid, Thoy on!y 
art my Hope and my Portion, in whom 1 [zue, and. have 
an iMmovable being. 

O Lord increaſe my Faith, 


We brought nothing vinto this world, and it zs ctrtain 
that we can carry nothing out, 1 Tim. 6. 7. 
Therefore when we have food and rayment, let us there- 


. with be content, Verſ. 8. 


The children of, men are vain. The chief men are lyats, 


to lay them upon a ballance, they are lighter than vanity.. 
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A ſweet Contemplation of Heaven nnd Hea- 
venly things, whereby, the ſad aiſtreſſed 
ſoul is much comforted, and encouraged to 
endure unto the end, that he may poſſeſs the 
joyes prepared for ſuch as patiently ſuffer, F 
and without grudging bear the burthen of 
this worlds miſeries. | 


/ 
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© My foul, lift up thy (elf above thy ſelf. fly away 
in the contemplation of -eaven and Heavenly 
things : Make not: thy further abode in this inferiour 
Region, where 1s nothing but Travels, and Tryals, 
and Sorrow, and VYoe, and VVretchednefs, and 
Sin, and Trouble, and Fear, and Deceiving, and de- 
ſtroying Vaniries. 

Bend-all thine affe&ions upward unto the ſuperi- 
our place, where thy Redeemcr Liveth and Reignerh, 
and where the joyes are laid up in the Treaſury of his 
Merits, which ſhall be made. thy merits, his perfe&i- 
on thy perfe&ion, -and his Death thy Life Eternal, 
and'hts Reſurre&on thy Salvarton. Eſteem not the 
irifling pleaſures of this life, ro be the way ro this 
wealth 3 nor'the ignominious eftate here, ro be any 
bar to pod thee from the full ute, and joyful frui- | 
tion of, the Glory there prepared for rhee. 

Tam aſſured, rhat rhough I want here, I ſhall have 
Riches there 3 though I hunger here, I ſhall have ful- 
neſs rhere 3 though. I faint here,'/I ſhall be refreſhed 
there z and thongh I be accounted here as a dead man, 
| I ſhall there live 1n perpetual Glory. 

This 1s the City promiſed ro the Captives whom 
Chriſt hath made free : Thar 1s the Kingdom allured 
to them whom Chriſt ſhall Crown ;; There are the 
[joyes/ prepared for them that mourn! : There is the 
Light that never ſhall go out + ' There is the Healch 
Thar ſhall -neyer be es : There is the Glory er 
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ſhall never be decayed : There is the Life that ſhall p 
raſte no death : And there is the Portion, that paſ- A 
ſeth all the worlds preferment : There 1s the world S 
that ſhall never wax worſe : There 1s every want. 
fupplied freely without Money : There is no Danger, |, 
but Happineſs, and Honour, and Singing, and Praiſe, , 
and Thankſgiving unto the Heavenly 7ehovah : -To 
him that ſitterh on the Throne, to the Lamb that here|.. 
was led to the ſaughter,. that now Reſgneth ; with|, 
whom I ſhall Reign, after I have run this comfortleſs|;, 


al 


-race, through this miſerable earthly Vale. 


The honour in this earth, is baſeneſs, the riches of M 
this world is poverty, the fulneſs of this life 1s want |. 
The joyes of this worlds Kingdom, are ſorrow, and|py 
woe, and miſery, and ſadneſs, and grief: And yet 
the Fool faith in his heart, there is no other Heaven, 
bur this harmful deceiving worlds happineſs, no other; 
Hell but this worlds happineſs, no better comfort than|,,, 
this worlds cares, no further help than the worlds 
wealth. ; of 

Thus 1s mans V Viſdom made Fooliſhneſs, and mans], 
Glory turned into Shame, and mans Power made of},, 
no force. - And the faithful Poor that are here deſpi-[, 
ſed, there are advanced : The Sorrovful are come, 
forted, and the Caſt-awayes in this world, are receiv-|,, 
cd to that bleſſed being that cannot be expreſled with], 
the Tongue of man, nor conceived with the heart of 
man. 

.O that I had wings (ſaith Heavenly-hearted Davza) n 
that I might fly away from the worlds vanities, and 
poſleſs Heavens happineſs. O thar I were diſlolyed}\, 
(faith bleſſed Paul) rhar I might be with Chriſt. O}.. 
that I were jn this place of ſuch wiſhed happinels,|,; 
where I might reſt from theſe worldly labours, and 
carthly miſeries, and tranſitory vanities. "4 

Bur be nor heavy, O my Soul, tkough thou muſl or 
yet wade thorow the Sea of theſe earthly troubles {|}: 
For theſe heavenly myſteries are. not ſeen of Carnalſ(- 
Eyes, nor can be obtained by Carnal means, ' bit 

through 
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through: troubles 321d afflitions, and dangers, and 

perſecutions, they muſt be archieved : And none 

thar are Gods Ele&c::. ſhall be free from+this worlds 

hatred z For ſuch dificrence there 1s between Earth 

and Heaven, and betwe<r: Earthly and Heavenly things, 

that whoſo delighteth in the firſt, ſhall be deprived of 

the latter ; For we cannot have this worlds Reaven, . 

and the Heayen of heavens, the Heaven of Saints 1 

and Angel, and Cherubins, and Seraphins, where X 

all are unſpotted, and all glorious, and all in white 

Robes of Sanity, and where Chriſt, the Sacrificed ; 

Lamb, is unto them all in all. { 
Oh, bleſſed are all they that are thus aſiured : Blcſ- : 

ſed are the poor that ſhall have this Heavens riches : 

Bleſſed are the baſe, that ſhall be thus advanc:d : { 

Bleſſed are the low, that ſhall be thus raiſed : And 


bleſſed are the worlds deſpiſed, that ſhall have this ; 
Heavens happineſs : Yea, happy 1s this wretched | 
worlds unhappy man, for he ſhall be happy. 


I will daily meditate of the greatneſs and Majcity 
of this high Heavens bleſſed Eſtate, where 1 ſhall one 
day bleſs my God, with the company of his Saints, 
and where I ſhall one day fir ſecure, and free from 
the Dangers, Perils, Croſſes, and Afﬀi&ions, that 
now do aſſail me on the Right-hand, and on the Lef-, 
wichin me; and without me, and am never free from 
one calamity or other. 

Bur it 1s. good for me to be here humbled, char T 
may b# there advanced, where I wiſh ſpeedily to ; 
come. Ir is good that I was in want here, that I 
might ſeek Heavenly neceſlaries, Ic 1s good rhat the 
World did diſcourage me, that I mighttiy to God that 
comforterh me. Tr is good that I am daily killed here, 
that T might live continually here. 

Now therefore, © my ſoul, ſtand up, fcar not, 
faint not at this worlds croſſes ; But pive glory to this 
great God, praiſe this high and helping God, ſeck 
him while it 15 to day, drive not off to pray ro this 
God, notwithſianding any help thou haft in mortal 
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en ; nor reje& not his gracious means, who in Fa- 
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Vour infinite, and Mercy endleſs, moveth the hearts 
of men in this life, ro do good unto ſuch as he ſeeth 
tiircficd £ he can find out and afford infinite means 
to ſucconr them that are his, and will not leave them 
forſiken jn danger « For he even here giveth me his 
{ftr:05, as Pledges of his never-failing Love, that 
borng viſired with his Mercy with timely comforts 
acre, 1 may aſſure me of greater Ble(lings in Heaven, 
where they are prepared beyond all that T can cither 
g*':, or think. | 

9 i.o7d God of Hoſts, who is like unto thee, who haſt 
eFtablifhed thy Kizgdom with Truth and Equity, with 
.'1ercy and Judgment ? Thou baft a mi, hty Arm, (irong Us 
:\ ine hand, and high is tby Right.hand : Whoſo 1s un- 
der thy proteRion, he is ſafe, and he'that rruſterh in 
thee, Mcrcy imbraceth him on every fide. 

Oh / bleſſed art thon, O my ſoul, 1f thou canſt re- 
jozce inthe Lord ; he 1 thy Father, he 1s thy Help- 
&r : VValk therefore in the light of His Countenance, 
and be patient : 'VVait in hope, till theſe ſtorms be 
paſt, and then ſhalt thou have that quiet reſt, that he 
hath prepared jn Heaven for thee. « 7 | 

O Lord increaſe my Faith. 


> 
5 


Onur Converſation is in Heaven, from whence alſo wt: 
{nob for the Saviour, even the Lord Feſus. 

If ye be riſen with Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which ave 
above, where Chrift (tteih at the Rignt-hand of God, 
Col.3: i. 

Set your affeftions on things that are above, and not on. ,| 
thirgs that are on tbe earth, Ver. 2, | 
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A Conſideration of the dangerous eſtate of the 
impenitent wicked ones after this life, not- 
withſtanding their wealth and power, and | 
great glory, which they have- here, where 
they ſeem to triumph over poor diſtreſſed men. 


Read and conſider, ye Rich and Poor. 


] T is a ſtrange temptation unto a man, when he find- 
eth himſelf ſtill afflicted, norwithſtanding he ſeck- | 
eth hclp continually at the hands of God, and the 
more, when he ſeceth that ſuch as neither ſerve God, 
nor fear God, ſuch as are wanton, and wicked, and 
hardned in fin, to proſper and flouriſh 1n this life, 
and to have all things that their hearts can deſire. 
David beholding this, began a lictle to ſtagger, and 
was ready to give over his godly beginning, and to 
end with the wicked : And as long as he took no bet- 
ter regard, but only as natural wiſdom led him, he 
commended their eſtates becauſe they were rich, and 
wanted nothing, they were healthful and luſty, and ; 
their goods did increaſe, which worldlings hold true 
happineſs. . 
Burt when Dauvzd conſidered their greatneſs, as it 
was diſcovered unto him by the Light of true Know- 
ledge} he then altered his conceit of theſe men, and 
renounced their wayes, and hated their works, and | 
avoided cheir company, and betook himſelf ro Prayer, - 
as the thing whereby he ſhould prevail bercer, than 
with all the wealth the world could yield him. | 
And ſurely the preſenc time affordeth unto us that | 
now live, no lefs cauſe of vigilant regard, that we be | 
not carried away With the world, whoſe Glory is im- > 
braced, whoſe Power is practiſed, whoſe policy 1s pre- 4 
ferred, and whoſe happineſs is had 1n greateſt efteem, : 
infomuch as whoſo is poor, or helpleſs, or diſtreſſed, 
T3: en- 
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endangered in the world, by worldlings is cenſured a 
C:tt away, a Reprovare,. a man forſaken of God. 

Ir is not veitue of god'y life, nor 1nward zeal, nor 
any good quality of the Spiric, that hath any favour 
in the world ; but the rich, and glorious, and men of 
countenance, and of power, and of office, and of. 
gay atzire, they be accounted Gods favourites. a 
for ſuch as are raggee, they are not regarded ; fuc* 
as are baſe in ſhew, are accounted baſe .indeed. So 
that Gods Children have the leaſt ſhare of the worlds 
lideraliry; and the impudent, and ſhameleſs, and 
wicked, and worſt men, are they thart,-poſie(s and u- 
ſurp the earth, and earthly Glory. LY 

But alaſs, ſhort ard ſlippery 1s this glorious ſhew of 
theirs : They are as Cedars, that over-ſhadow the low 
Buſhes for a while, but they ſhall be as Stubble in the 
Furnace, when the Ax 1s put to the Roots. They 
are alſo as devouriug Sne-Bares, and as raging Lions : 
Bur the time cometh wherein the Lord will ſmite them 
upon their Jaw-bones, and will pull out the Teeth of 
theſe mercileſs wrerches. They have fet themſelves 
in glory, but God ſhall turn 1t ro ſhame : They have 
faſtned their footing, as they think, never to be mo- 
ved : But the Lord will make their ſtanding unſure, 
and their wayes ſlippery, and their days ſhort, and 
their end horrible. And howſoever they now make 
boaſt of cheir own hearts wickedneſs, and though they 
ſcem to contend with God, and ſubdue his Members, 
and make no reckoning of his Saints, and think there : 
js no God : God will find them our, and will rebuke | 
rhem wi ha perpetual rebuke, and put out their name | 
for ever, not only outof the Earth, which they hola! 
their heayen, bur even out of Heaven, and his Book 
of Life. V Vho are yet commended, and eſteemed, 
and advanced, and reverenced ; but theſe men of 
leaſt merit? Only their riches, and their bribes, and 
their flattrery, win them dignity, and preferment, 
and honour, and favonr, and what may fill them full 
of all cokens of Perdition, 


— 
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not know him, and therefore he ſhall never enter in- 
ro that holy Place, he ſhall never attain unto that 
Reft that ſhall be endlcſs, and molt joyful in the Hea- | 
vens | | 
How unſavoury therefore ſoeyer our troubles feem, | 
. we muſt be parient, and never give over to cry unto 
- our helping Father, nor ro uſe our beſt endeayours in 
4 our Callings, which God will bleſs, ſtaying our ſelves 
in hope uponhis Pronuſes, Let vs never diſmay, for 
- God thar makerh this lictle wound withour, doth ir ro 
cure 4 grearer within : And while he ſeemeth to kill 
- us, it is that we may live for ever; and while he ſuf- - 
p -tereth us to be here ignominious, it is that we may 
become all glorious with him in Heaven. 


The poor man cryeth, and the Lord heareth him, and 
faveth him out of his troubles. Plal. 34. 6. | 

The Angel of the Lord pitcheth round about them that ; 
fear ham, and aelivereth them, Verle 6. 

Tafte ye, and ſte how gracious the Lord is, bleſſed is 
the man that truFieth in him, Verle 8. 
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A Prayer to be uſed of a Sick man. 


Almighty and everlaſting God, who although 

thou arr ſtill In thy Judgment, yet art thou a 

mercitul God ro the ſoul that ſeekerh thee, infinite in 
thy Mercy, and plenteous in Redemption, for though 
thou ſend ſickneſs, yer wilt thou ſhew pity, accord- 

' Ingo the multirude of thy compaſſions, for thou doſt 
not willingly chaſtiſe and affli& rhe Children of men : 
Therefore I poor wre:ched finner, which am but duſt, 
earth, and aſhes, unworthy the leaſt of thy favours, 

do freely cenfeſs, to thy Glory, and mine own ſhame, 
that I am conceived and born in fin, thac Original. 
corruption, ſtaining and infetting my whole nature, 
hath depriyed me of all holineſs, and lefr me in an 1n- . 
clinatlgp - 


. 
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clination toall evil : And that I have by mine innu- 
merable tranſgreſſions in thought, word, and de<d, 


broken all thy Holy Commandments, and there'ore 
(beſides all other evils) I have juſtly drawn thjs f1ck- 


neſs and theſe diſeaſes upon me ; yet notwirhſland- 


ing, ſ:cing that thou (ſech 1s thy exceeding great 
mercy) haſt no picaſure in the miſcries and deitructt- 
on of thy Children, bur doft only by affliction, Try, 
Corredt, Humble, and Reform them, for their pre- 
ſent and everlaſting good : I do therefore, moit dear 


and loving Father, moſt humbly beſeech thy Heaven- 


ly Majeſty, to pardon my fins, the only cauſes of my 
miſeries and affli&ion : Increaſe and perfeRt in me all 
Graces that concern Salvation : Aſſiſt me with the 
counſel and comfort of thy ſacred Spirit, and convert 
this my viſitation to mine amendment, and Salvation 
of my ſoul in Chriſt. 

If it be thy good pleaſure and will (Q Lord) reſtore 
me to my perte& and former health, that I may not 
only perform my good purpoſes, and pay my Vows, 
which my Lips have promiſed, and my Mouth hath 
ſpoken in my AfﬀMiction ; bur alſo henceforth grow 
up in Grace, in Obedience, in Holineſs, until I come 
ro the end of mine hope, which 1s the Salvation of 
my Soul. Burt if it be thy will and decree by this 
chaſtiſement ro finiſh my dayes, I moſt humbly and 
carneſtly intreat thee (O my God) as the outward wan 
decayeth ro renew in me the inward man, and to grant 
that as the Body dicth, ſo thy Grace may live and re- 
vive 1n me. Shut not the eyes of my mind, but open 
them, and make me underſtand whar the hope of my 


Heavenly calling 1s, and what is the riches of the glo- 


rious Inheritance, that thou haſt prepared for me, 
that I may live in thy Faith and Obedience, and end 
my life in thy fayour, and reign with thee 1n Glory for 
ever. | 

Vouchſafe to be a Father of my Family, Kins-folk, 
and Poſterity ; plant thy fear in their hearts, confirm 
them in thy Grace, and give them all things c_ 
rently 
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tently neceſſary for the maintenance of rhis preſent 
life. Hearken (O Lord) to theſe my Prayers, and 
grant me all other things which thy heavenly wiſdom | 
ſceth neceſſary for my Soul or Body, for thy dearly 
beloved Sons fake. To whom, with thy Majeſty, 
and God the Holy Ghoſt, be rendred and aſcribed all 
Honour and Glory, now and for eycr. Amen. 
O Lord increaſe my Faith. 


em yn. — 
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A Prayer for patience in ſichneſs, and truly | 
to expreſs ſorrow for ſin. 


O Ny moſt loving and merciful Father, God omni- 
potent, who art nigh unto all thoſe thar call vpon 
thee in truth, thou art a preſent help in time of trou- 
ble, all powerful, full of wiſdom, . and compaſſion, 
wonderful, ſurpaſſing all earthly Parents : IT poor mi- 
ſerable wretch, long troubled with grievous ſickneſs, 
and ſore vexed with pain and torment; that nexther 
my Body can take any fleep or reſt, nor my Spirit 
feel any eaſe or comfort, do here, in the only Merit 
and Mediation of Jeſus Chrift, preſent and humble 
my (elf before thee, humbly begging and intreating for 
Favour and Mercy at thy hands : Work in my heart 
by thy holy Spirit, godly forrow, and repentance for 
all: mine offences 3 Impute none of them unto me, 
bur let me feel and: be aſſured in my Conſcience, that 
, theguilt and puniſhment of them are removed. Be 
thou my Phyſizan, to cure and heal me, avert and | 
turn this preſent Sickneſs into a Soveraign Medicine, | 
and this vehement and grievous pain into a Fatherly 
and gentle Viſjration : Let thy ſtrength appear in my 
weakneſs : Let thy power be perfe&ed in mine infir- 
mity : And ſo arm me in theſe my temptations, with _ 
the gift of Patience and Long-ſuffering, that I be not | 
withdrawa from the conſtant praRice of holy —_ | 
neither 
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neither yield unto mine own paſhons. and the ſugge- 
ſtions of Satan, ; 

To this end, pour down thy bleſſed and ſacred Spi- 
rir into mine heart 3 Teach, aſſiſt, and dire& me, 
that he may open to the eyes of my mind, the righ- 
reouſneſs of thy Judgments, rhat I way in all willing- 
neſs acknowledpe the equity of the ſame, that he may 
bring ro my remembrance, the crucl and moſt bitter 

a1ns and rorments of my merciful Lord and Saviour 
eſus, who by his Death hath ſwallowed the very 


reps of thy wrath, and by the Merit and Vertue of 
it, hath ſo tempered and (weetned the Cup of affligti- 


on unto me - Manifeſt unto me the glorious and Hca- 
ven happineſs, and holineſs of thy Saints and Ser- 
vants in Heaven, that the certain Aſſurance, Hope, 
and Execution thereof, may abundantly exceed, and 
take away all my preſent grief and torment. 

I beſeech thee (O Lord_) according to thy Promiſe, 
eaſe my burthen : Give me qulet and comfortable 
ſleep, and refreſhment to my reſtleſs body, and fo 
bleſs all-chefe good means, which ſhall be preſcribed 
unto me, that they may tend to my cure and amend- 
ment (for without thy bleſſing they are of no force 
and vertue) that I, with thy bleſſed Servants, ob, 
Lazarus, David, and others, having experience of 
thy Might, Truth, and Mercy, in my relief and a- 
mendment, may with all joy and love praiſe thee, 
truly ſerve thee, and more confidently rely upon thee 
all the dayes of my life ; yea, and (for-the inſtrutti- 
on. and encouragement of the afflited) publiſh and 
declare the infinite and exceeding power of thy might 
and 'compaſlion, 

Vouchfafe ( O moſt gracious Father ) to incline 
thine ears to this mine humble Petition, and grant to 
me all other things needful and neceſlary for my Soul 
and Body, for thy dear Son Chriſt Jeſus ſake, my on- 
ly Saviour and Redeemer ;: To whom with thy Maje- 
ſty, and thy bleſſed Spirir, three Perſons and oneGod, 
all powerful and ſufficient, be aſcrived and giyen all 

Ho- 
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Fonour, Praiſe, and Glory, now and alwayes » ; 
Amen. 


O Lord increaſe my Faith, 


A Prayer to be ſaid at the point of Death. 


Lord God Almighty, I aſſuring my ſelf my time 

+ is come, my ſoul waxeth heavy, even unto 
death : Vouchſafe therefore (O Lord) to caft down 
thine Eyes upow me, b:dew my heart with the Oyl of 
thy Grace, forgive me all my fins, confirm my faith, 
ſhorten my pangs of death, expelSatan, for thine in- 
finite mercy, help me in this my laft conflit : Look 
upon Jeſus Chrift thy Son my Saviour, and Redeem- 
er : Into thy moſt bleſſed and gracious hands, 1 com- 
mit my ſoul; refuſe 1t nor (O God) bur accept me, 
for it is thine own workmanſhip, and let me depart in 
thy fear, and riſe again 1n thy merciful favour ; thar 
I may attain and come to thy Eternal and moſt wiſh- 
ed Joyes of Heaven, for and rhrough rhe merits of 
my bleſſed Saviour Chriſt Jeſus, ro whom with thee, 
and the Holy Ghoſt, be all Glory, Honour, and Praiſe 
for evermore, Amen. 


0 Lord increaſe my Faith, and recerve my Soul. 
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A Confeſſion of ſins, with a very neceſſary 
Prayer, to be ſaid of poor diſtreſſed men, 
Morning and Evening, and at all times 
elſe, as they ſhall be thereunto moved. 


Father full of Mercy, I yield unto-theeall praiſe 

and thanks for thy continual moſt ſweet favours 
andeſpecial Graces, beſtowed frankly on me thy un- 
worthy creature : For Ele&ing me to Salvation, for 
Creating me, for Redeeming me, for Relieving me, 
and for Preſerving me evermore. Great 1s thy love 
in Chriſt my Saviour, infinite thy Power, unſpeakable 
thy Mercies. Relieve me alwayes, and diredt me in 
all-rhings : Lerthy will bea Law unto my will, that 
my corrupt affe&ions.draw me not to conſent again 
to the unſavoury lufts 'of my carnal will, which to 
this day hath over-much miſcarried me: into the vain 
defies of this wicked; worlds. pleaſares, the Baits of 
that mortal Adverſary, deceiving Satan, the defiled 
fruits of my finful fleſh, and the cords whereby I 
have been drawn from Verrtue to. Vice, from San#tity 
to Sin, from Lightto Darkneſs, 'from Heaven to.dread- 
ful Hell, My fins, O Lord, have been many and con- 
rinual, my ſerving of thee cold and.feldom.: O forgive 
me, and let not my years confine any longer in va- 
nity, let mine hands hate to handle ungodly things, 
let my heart harbour no more the hateful thoughr of 
unrighteouſneſs, and let my ſoul be fo ſeaſoned with 
the ſpiritual dew of thy bleſſed Word, that Soul and 
Body being ſan&ified to every good work, I may caſt 
off the unprofitable works of darkneſs, and only 
cleave to the true ſervice of thee, who art full of 


Grace and Truth. Be unto me the ſweet ſavour of 


Life unto Life : Be unto me the Light of Truth, that 
my lite be not unprofitable in good things, nor my ſoul 
deprived of thy ſacred Spirit, without which man is 
Poor, poſſeſſing all woridly Riches ; Baſe, in moſt 
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Niph worldly honour 3 and Dead, live he never ſo 
ſtrongly in the fleſh. 

Therefore Father, full of Mercy, be "merciful unto 
me ; full of power, prote& me : Provident, relieve 


me : moſt SacreJ, ſan&ifie me. Let the eyesof thy - 


favour be alwayes on me : Let the relieving hand of 
thy help be alwayes roward me : Be unto mea ſtrong 
Caſile, a reſtful Refuge, a Fountain of Relief, the 
ſupply of my Wants, my ProtcQour, my Saviour, 
my Guide, and my Wiſdom, my Will, and my Zeal. 
Be unto me my Jeſus, my Chrift, my Father, my 
Phyfitian, my Lot, and my Portion : Be unto me All 
in All, that nothing want in me that thou likeſt ; nor 
any thing dwell in me, which thou diſlikeſt ; that I 
being a fan&ified Veſſel of Heaven, may be a fit man- 
fron for thy Sacred Majeſty, to abide 1n, by thy bleſ- 
ſed Spirit. 

Yield me (O Lord) yield me continual ſhelter un- 
der thy relieving Wings, foſter me with the hid trea- 
ſures of thy Love ; and learn me ſo to live, that I 
may ever live in thee, and thou in me : Make that 
union between my will and thy word, that I will no- 
thing but as thou haſt willed, and blot out all mine 
unworthineſs, and in ſtead thereof imprint the me- 
rits of thy Son, in whom, Lord Almighty, let me be 
alſo partaker of the good things of this life : ' Let not 
Poverty utterly deprive me of a competent eſtate 
here ; bur blels thou the works of my hands, proſ- 
per thou my endeavours, and raiſe up gracious means 

for me, that I may.live and nor. lack things necefla- 
Foy. 

” Thou art all-ſcuficient, and in thy, gifts manifold, 
thy love is without [imication, and thy -will without 
contradiction : What thou decreeſt ſhall ſtand, and 
what thou willeſt, ſhall come to paſs. Will thou 
therefore, will thou thy Creatures, which thou haft 
ordained for the good and ſervice of thy Children, 
to ſerve my uſe, that I and mine may be ſuſiained by 
ty Providence ; For what am I (Lord thac1 hon 
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ſtand upon mine own power, wit, and policy, which 
are weakneſs and fooliſhneſs beſore thee ? Thy word 

revaileth: Speak, and all things in Heaven and Earth 

all obey thee : Yea, thine Heavenly Angels ſhall be 
Miniſtring Spirits of my good, and all the Fruits of 
the Earth ſhall add comfort ro my wretched eſtate, 
Good Father, ſanRifice me within and withour, ſanRi- 
fie my Calling, bleſs my Endeavours, and teach me to 
uſe my Fun&ton juſtly, and as I ought, that I may ſo 
proſper in this preſent life, that I may truly pay all 
men their due, and owe nothing to any man bur good 


will : A thing to me impoſſible, but ro thee eafte to | 


bring to paſs. To thee therefore I refer me wholly : 
B'eſs me, that being bleſſed, TI may profper*; thar 
proſpering, I may praiſe thee; and in praiſing thee, 
pleaſe thee, and be here comforted of rhee, and live 
righteouſly in thee, through rhe merits of rhy beloy- 
ed Son Chriſt Jeſus, who having purchaſed all things 
for-this-life, and in the life ro come for me, be with 
thee, and the Holy Ghoſt praiſed for evermore. 
Amen. 


0 Lord, increaſe my Faith. 


—— 
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A very comfortable and-moſt pathetical Prayer 
to be ſaid of ſuch as are in greateſt diſtreſs 
and danger , baving Wife and Children, 
and in Debt, not able to maintain and relieve 
the one, or to ſatisfie the other. 


Moſt Mighty, Merciful, and All-knowing Fa- 

ther, the Founrain of all Comfort and Conſo- 
ation, who findeſt out in thy deep and al-ſearching 
knowledge, all the fins that are, or can be committed 
amongſt rhe Children of men, howſoever hidden and 
ſecret : Ido confeſs unto thee againſt my ſelf, that I 
have grievouſly offended thee by my manifold Tranſ- 
grefſions, and thereby have drawn upon mea moſt in- 
rollerable welght of thy deſerved: wrath, and fearful 
indignation, inſomuch as if thon mayſt not be pleaſed 
to mirigate thy fury rowards me, I ſhall faint and fall, 
and ſhall not be able to lift up my head any more, in 
hope of thy favour : For, dear Father in Jeſus Chriſt, 
I am weak, and am not able to bear thy heavy diſplea- 
ſure by mine own power and merit. 

And therefore, good Father, lay not upon me the 
punjſhments which I have deſerved : Take away thy 
heavy hand of Corre&ion, and as thon art: patient 
and long in ſuffering the fins of thy weak Children, 
be yer patient with me, and ſend thine Holy Spiric to 
ſeaſon me anew, that I may bring forth now the fruits 
of amendment of Life. 

So ſhall thy pumiſhment ceaſe, and comfort in- 
creaſe, though I am beſet with no ſmall or few dan- 
gers before me, behind me, on- my right hand, and 
en my left, T am beſet with perils : So that which 
way ſoever I ſeem to run, or whatſoever I covet to 
eſcape, I fall into danger. What ſhall 1 do, Lord, 
In theſe miſeries ? I ſtand amazed at the co2ſideration 


-what-will become of me languiſhing in fear, while : 
1erels-none to. help-;/ 1 toe where none but mortal | 
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'Creatures are, and what can they do to my comfort, 
Lord, that have their breath 1n eceir Noſtrils ? They 
move, and brearhe, and |tve, and (peak, bur little 
.availeth their help, unleſs thou that guideſt and go- 
verheſt the hearrs of all, vouchſafe to move them to 
-commiſtratien and patience with me, 

I have ſinned (Lord_) againſt chee, and am indebt- 
ed unto men, and cannot be releaſed, and all cometh 
of my ſin. Father, pardon thou me : So ſhalt thou 
in thy renewed love, lend me new relief. Raiſe me 
means ro ſatisfie men, or qualifie theſe cxtremiries, 
that they may be patient until thy help come, And 
10 the mean time teach me, O teach me the way that 
I ſhould chuſe. 

Dire& me, Lord, what courſe I ſhall take : For 
thou, Lord, art wiſe and provident, and merciful, 
and all goodneſs comerh of thee. Thereſore, O 
Lord, inſtru me by the inward working of thy Ho- 
ly Spirir, to do this or that, and make me obedient 
to thy will : Sa ſhall all return ro my good. Raiſe up 
ſome gracious means (Lord) for my ſuccour : For 
thou knoweſt, rhongh I be but one man, whoſe ruine 
can be bur as the dearh of the leaſt Creature, in the 
-echſure of {uch as fet] not, nor partake not of my 
griefs : Neither will my overthrow grieve ſuch as have 
no ſhare of my miſeries .: Sothe there be yet, dear 
Father, whom thou knoweſt, rhat ſhall taſte of the 
bicterneſs of my fall, and therefore, Loid, conſider 
in mercy : And though none .of them (Lord) thar 
tall feel che {ſmart of my calamities, but have allo ad- 
ded fin vnto my fin, and fo aggravated thy diſpleaſure 
againſt ws, yet in-thy Chriſt forgive us al, and reclaim 
us all by thy gentle Corredttorts, not by thy furious 
Judpments. And as a Sparrow (Lord) lighterh not 
on the-ground, nor one Hair fatleth from our Heads, 
withdut thy Providence: So I know (Lord _) __ 00y 

yz. even 
for 'my good, both in this life :ahd tethe life 'tocome,, 
Thou haſt never :(Lorsd) dealt; fo* ſharply withs any, 
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but with ſerious Repentance-they have received Com- 
forr, they have taſted of thy Love, and of inward 
peace. So work, Lord, in theſe miy-trials, and by 
theſe my croſſes and dangers, that I be neither in- 
wardly too much affiifted with fear and forro, wor 
ourwardly too much caſt down with want ; bur 2s ] 
tafte of rhy correcting Rod, to 1 may allo find thy {up- 
potting ſtaff. 'Lord, rhou art moved by a better Me- 
diator than are my complaints. 

- O hear me forhim, and hear him for me : Me, 
Lord, for his ſake 3 and him for thy Promiſe ſake, 
left I remaining -here in this vail of continual miſe- 
ries, where there is no true nor lively helper, I ut- 
cerly periſh in my troubles. Tr1s no true help, Lord, 
thar cometh nor of true compaſſion ': | And there is 
no true compaſſion, withour true feeling of anothers 
miferics ; But how far, Lord, that is from the hearrs 
' of many, thou knoweſt, and I feel it. And therefore 
every hearr truly moved ro true co:nmiſeration, is firft 
moved by thee. 

O move them therefore, move thou ſnch as thou 

pleaſeſt ro uſe as inſtruments of thy will for my good : 
So ſhall T'ufe it, and accept as rhy goednefs to rhy 
Glory, - Bur Lord, the courſe of thy Providence 
reacherh us;' that thou wile nor have thy deareſt Chil- 
dren to be lifred up by the fulneſs of earthly things, 
above that which'becometh the humble, ro keep them 
ſil! m awe of thy : Corre&ions. For erewhile, O 
Lord, as = of felf-peace, - litile: fearing further 
perils, -nior-to be rhus chaſed anew, 'as 'T'am, by ſuch 
as ſeek to moleſt'me, and ro exat tha: from me by 
rigour, which thouknoweſt I am tor yet able to per- 
form : Thongh rhou 'ſeeſt the 1nward defires of my 
hearr, wiling by my beſt lawful erideavours to 'obtain 
theimeans to (arisfie all men rheir die; and it griev- 
eth'me-that Tcannor do at they require. ''' 
FT. therefore (0 foring Father)-as thou well 
knoweſt -Whkr is witkeing, ſupply it in'rhy, mercies, 
Inthy'gooEtime, before he ana: 
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.and befere I go hence, and be no more: ſeen. As 


thou bleſleſt me, O Lord, by the labours of my hands, 
ſo thou knoweſt I yield to them, to whom 1t is dve. 
And therefore, Lord, fith they will not have pati- 
ence with me of their own accord, work their hearts 
ro be more pliable re my entreaties : Or elſe, which 
I ask cſpecially, if ic pleaſe thee, raiſe up means for 
me, that I may be enabled to pay them all : Where- 
in thy will be done. I have ſeen thy ſalvation, and 
delivery already, 1n great dangers, and thy Promiſe, 


and thy Power, and thy Providence are ſtill in force, 


and thy Mercy is no whit diminiſhed, therefore (Lord) 


.rememb:r thy mercies, and look on me : Andas thou 
ſaidft unto the blind man 1n the Goſpel, Recezve thy 


fight, and he ſaw : So (Lord) ſay to me, receive 
comfort and relief, and I ſhall receive it : Thy word 
is thy will, and thy will 1s- thy work, therefore (peak, 
and thy will ſhall be done, toreſtore me to conſtancy : 
Let not the Flouds of theſe dangerous waters over- 
tlow me quite, but when I am ready to ſ:nk, yield me 
thy helping hand, and ſave me : Lift me out of the 
Mice and Clay of all my miſeries, and fer me on thc 
relieving Paſtures of' thy continual free favours : | Let 
the chearful dew of thy Bleſſings, and blefied Graces 
ſhower down upon me, ſo ſhall my lutle ſtore 1ncreaſe, 
and my empry basket become full. 

And foraimuch as I have no free portion in this 
Earch, not the breadth of a foot : Neicher have I of 
mine own a houſe to hide my head 1n, put me there- 
fore where thou wilr, and let mine abode in Earth be 
in what place, and how long, or ſhort time thou wilt 3 
for ot my ſelf, whither to turn me, or what to. do I 
know not :; Be thou therefore my Guide, and dire 
all my defires of carthly things by thy word, and ler 
my will alwayes follow thy-will, leſt my will, led by 
the blind affeRions of corrupt reaſon, bring me mine 
.own prejudice and ſhame. Thou cvermore /provideſt 
for them that ask counſel of thee ; therefore having 


thus weakly laid open my cauſe before thee, conſider _ 


ir, 
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not ſo much mourn, and hang down my head, and 
be heavy for the want of outward neceſſaries, as at 
the conſideration and looking back into the ugly gulf 
of my former continuing fins. Oh, free me, Lord, 
free me from my fins, and fanttifie me anew, that 
howſoever the outward man ſeem to be diſcouraged, 
yet the inward man may be ſtill more and more filled 
with all ſpiritual Knowledge, and Conſolation, and 
true Conrentment. Thou heareſt my reproofs, . and 


knoweſt my ſorrowes, and my groans are not hid- 


from thee : Put my tears, few and weak, into thy bot- 
tle. Remember thy Promiſes, and T1 ſhall never for- 
get thy Praiſes : Oh fail me not, forſake me nor, my 
God, and my Redeemer. 


0 Lord increaſe my Faith. 


Da Thanksgiving and Prayer to be uſed of a 


ſick man, when he is recovered : oftentimes, 


l| Yield and give unto thee (O merciful and moſt. 


dear Father) all humble Thanks, Honour, Glory, 
and Praiſe, for thy infinite and exceeding great blet- 
fings (having no way merited the leaſt of them) and 
namely, for that it hath pleaſed rhee of lace to deliver 
me from the very point of death, aud (as.it were) 
raiſed my feeble body from the Grave ; and” redeem- 
ed my Soul from Death, that I ſhould watk before 
thee in the Land of the Living, that I might further 
glorifie thy Name, do more goo1 in my Calling, and 
be made meer for the inherirance of thy Kingdom. 
This work, O Lord, proceeded from thy mercy, 
K 3 and 
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It, and give me parience in all my tryals, and let me- 
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not of any .goadnefs mme : not unto me, but unto 
thy bleſſed Name be given all Glory. But ſeeing || 17 
rhar I rhrough my {inful corruption, am more ready 
ro bury in the grave of Oblivion, than to keep in 
thankful remembrance thy great mercy ;, yea, and ra- || 7 
ther to grow cold and backward in all Holy Exerct- 
fes and Dnries, than to holineſs of life : I cherefore 
beſeech thee, with all .earneſtnefs to renew my na- 
royre, and ta ingrave the [remembrance of this thy 
Goognefs in_my hcarr, by the Illumination of thy 
Holy Spirit, and prant that for the refidue of my tem- 
poral Life, I may jn humility and truth, be directed 
by thy moſt Sacred Word, and alwayes ſubmit my 
ſclf ro the Goyernment of thy blefled Spirir. Make 
me (good Father) a lighr and cxample of Vertue and 
Godlineſs unto others, and to grow in Grace as 1 1n- 
creaſe in Years, that ſo I may live 1n thy fear, and 
dye in true peace of Conſcience, and aſſurance of 
Erernal Glory with the Saints and Angels in Heaven : 
Vouchſaſe ( © my heavenly Father) to grant me all 
other things convenient for me in this life, for the 
only Merits, Obedience and Mediation of Jeſu Chriſt 
eur Mediator and Redeemer, Amen, 0 
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In the time of Aﬀittion pray thus; yea often. 


The Loyd ſhall make the Peſtilence cleave nnto thee, wnti! 
he hath conſumed thee + The Lord (yall ſmite thee with- 
a Conſumption, and with the Feaver, and with a 
burning &gne, &c. until thou repent, Deut. 28. 21, 


Lord moſt Juſt, and Father moſt Mercttul, thou 

it is that reneweſt thy Plagves 2painſt man when 
he offendeth thee : Thy Vengeance from Heaven 15 
both ſadden and fearful toward 'rhe Rebel)ious and 
Diſobedient Children : Thou for one fin m King 124- 
vid, deſtroyedſt with the loathſome diſeaſe of the 
Peſtilence many thouſands of his people : Caſt thine 
Eyes of Mercy upon us, O thou Preſerver of men, 
which lavguiſh now in this Land, and in this houſe 


with the like Diſeaſe and Sickneſs. Now, dear Gor; 


hath nor Pevzd only offended thee in truſting to his 
ſtrength, and numbering of his people ; but even 
every Congregation, and every houſhol4 hath one way 
or other provoked thee to plague thy diſobedient peo- 
ple + And now that we ſee thy Plagues appearing, to 
the piercnig and parting of our Botics and Souls a- 
ſunder, Lord, we ftand amazed in our minds, heartj- 
ly fighing with groans at the fight of our fins. Now 
we conſider, we have: ſinned pgrievouily, we have 
done amiſs, we have dealt wickedly, we have lived 
ungodly, we have (ſwerved from the way of Truth, 
without any godly fear or remorſe of Conſcience : 
Thy great benefit of Peace, and rare Bleſling of long 
proſperity, under ſo good and gracious a Guvernour, 
have brought too roo many of vs to ſuch ſecurity and 
contempt of Religion, thar ajrogerher forgetring ro 
be thankful, we have abuſed thy benefits as faſt as 
they came, and that with a churliſh kind of Impiery : 
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The thoughts of our hearts, the words of our mouths, 
and the works of our hands are vain,. carnal, and de- 
viiſh : Yea, our ſervice to thee oftentimes but meer 
abomination ; ſo far (alaſs) haye we erred from the 
path of thy Commandments. 

As thou didſt find with the. If aelites wickednels in 
Gilgal, fin im B:thel, and iniquity in Berſhebaz ſo in 
every Church, in every Court, nay, in every Con- 
courſe or Aſſembly amongſt us, thou beholdeſt how 
the Fleſh hath overgrown the Spirit, and how reaſon 
is over-ruled with Aﬀc dion : So many labour in theſe 
our dayes, under the diſplayed Enfigns of Satan, 
that very few (dear Father) are found.ſerled in the 
dutiful form of upright and ſpirirual Obedience, which 
thou requireſt., We confeſs, thou righteſt juſtly 
therefore forſake us, as we have forſaken thee ; and 
nor only proceed to ſting the head Cities, and whole 
Body of this Land, with ſundry Plagues and grievous 
Diſeaſes ; but for our manifold fins and 1niguiries, 
which we daily commir, thou mighteſt juſtly and wor» 
rhily condemn us, man afrer man, to Eternal Death, 
ai} Conſciences being ſo guilty, that they already con- 
deimn themſelves. - Yer who 1s he (O merciful Lord) 
thar can meaſure thy goodneſs, who by thy Word doſt 
ofrentimes bring ſinners to belief ; Repentance, and 
Salvation ; though ir be not thy pleaſure (good Lord) 
ro make the wicked innocent, but rather to viſit their 
iquities, yet have we this comfort, that thy mercy 
ro the humble ever reſts unmeaſurable and unmovea- 
ble. : 

Thovgh thou ſpeakeft ro the Propher againſt chine 
own People, bcing diſobedient co thee, ſaying, Though 
Moſes and Samuel food before me, yet have I no heart to 
this people. Drive them away that they may go out of 
my pebt, ſome unto death, ſome to the ſword, and ſome 
to captivity : Yer we know (O our good God) thar 
when as Ephraim was heard lamenting and praying 
hearrily in his diſtreſs, thou thoughteſt then upon 
mercy, 5 a Father pitying his own Children. T0 
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thy clemency to others; encourageth us to cry for 
thy Mercies, in this our miſery upon our repentance, | 
both for us, ours; and the whole Land. - Vouchſafe, | 
O loving Saviour, to repreſs the vehement heat of 
thy Fire, with Godly pity : Stay thine hand from our | 
deſtra&ion : thou art long-ſuffering, good, gracious, | 
and unwilling ſinners ſhould periſh. Be 1ntreated: 
therefore (O Lord moſt glorious) ro bid thine Angels | 
ceaſe from puniſhing : Look forthwith vpon this | 
Land : Good Father, pity the infe&ed people there= . +? 
of, that we altogether may ſay, the Lord liveth for | 
ever, worthy ot praiſe, becauſe he hath been merct- 
ful unto ſinners. Amen. 


0 Lord increaſe my Faith. . 


If not Infetted : Pray thus.- 


Þ pleaſed thee, O Heavenly Father, who art Lord * © © 
of Life and Death once to plague the £gyptians, | 
and yetto ſpare the Iſraelites inthe Borders of Goſhen, 
only becauſe rhou-plagueſt where thou pleaſeſt: So * |: 
with! the Peſtilence, now haſt thou infe&ed, even | 
from Das to Berſheba 3 yet my ſelf, and divers others | 
in this place, reſt ſafe from this ſo peſtilent an infeRi- 
on, protected and kept as yet ſafe there-from, only 
by thy hand, only by thy goodneſs; for our fins (we 
confeſs) ſtand as rampired walls againſt us, and de» _ 
ſerve no leſs than theirs, whom already thou haſt 
bruiſed with a juſt meaſure of thy Judgments : O 
gracious Lord God, ſtir us up to ſhew our hearts | 
chrovghly thankful unto thee, that in thanksgiving and 
praiſe we may go before others, which in pains and 
plagues dogo before us. 

| _—_ 2 | And 
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And as in mercy thou haſt drawn fickneſs from our 
Bodies, fo in loveto our fouls, make us loath the vain 
delighrs of this liſe, that we may faithfully ſerve and 
ſeck thee, in theſe our dayes of health, wherein we 
obtain thy mercy, enjoy thy favour, and reſt preſferv- 
ed from the Peftilence, wherewith many of our bre- 
thren lie perplexed, beſide ſundry thouſands, whom 
the Grave have ſwallowed. Bleſs us ſtill, © Lord 
God, bleſs us, O Father, without and within : Be 
thou our Guard, thy Word our Guide, thy Spirit our 
Comfort, and thy Son_our Saviour, Lord, ſtand by 
us fur our good continnally, that when the world re- 
pineth at thy Judgments, when the wicked ſwell 1m 
their impatiency, when the unregenerate grudge and 
murmur at thy Plagues and Puniſhments, (whereby 
thou chaſtiſeſt and correQeſt thy dear Children) that 
even then we may have and enjoy qulietneſs of heart, 
and peace of Conſcience never to be diſmayed, or to 
diſtruſt thy Providence over us, but ſtill ro cleave 
ſtedfaſtly unto thee, and reſt upon thee, -and rhe Rock 
of thy Truth. This confidence ( Lord.) grant us, and 
thy prote&ion from this contagious Diſeaſe that reign- 
eth, that we may cheerfully ſound forth thy Divine 
praiſes amongſt men, unto the praiſe of thy Grace 1n 
Chriſt Jeſus ; ro whom our Saviour and Redeemer, 
with thee the bleſied Father of vs all, and the Holy 
Spirir, the Sanftifner of our fouls, three Perſons, yer 
one Njvine Eſfence, be piven all laud, Glory, and 
Thanks in this World, and in that to come, for ever. 


9 Lord increaſe my Faith, 


A Prayer 
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A Prayer in the time of Tempeſts, and unſea- 
ſonable Weather, 


God brengeth up the Clouds from the ends of the Earth, 
and maheth the Lightnings with the Rain : He draw- 
eth forth the winds out of his Treaſures, Pſalm 135. 7. 

He commandeth and raiſeth the flormy wind, and it liſt- 
eth up the Waves of the Sea, Plal. 107. 22. 

But be ariſtth and rebubeth the Winds, and the Sea, and 
maketh them calm, Mat. 8. 26. Mark $. 39, 

By his vord be flilleth the wind, and by his Counſel ap- 
peaſeth the deep, Ecciel, 43. 13. 


O Moſt Mighty, and Merciful Lord God, let all the” 


powers of the Earth b'eſs thee, and praiſe thee 
their everlaſting God, In thine Holy and Heavenly 


Habitation; for chou, O Lord, fitteſt on High 1a the © 
Throne of thy Majeſty, and makeſt thy firengrh, 


and might known to all Nations ; thy voice 1s upon 
the Warers From thee (O God) proceederh Thun- 
der, Thy Voice maketh the wilderneſs to tremble; yea, 


rhou makeſt the mighty Hills ro tremble and. ſhake : 


The Earth trembleth and quaketh, the Foundations 
alſo of the Mountains move and ſhake when rhou art 


diſpleaſed : There cometh out of thy Neſirils ſmabe, and - 
o:t of thy Mouth a conſuming fire : Thou makeſt Dark- 
nels thy ſecret place, and of the Glory of thy Preſence, 


"the Clouds paſs away: Thou thundzreft from the Hea- 
vens, and giveſt out thy Voice : Thou draweft forth the 


winds out of thy Treaſures, and commanieil them back s 


aan 10 their places. 


All things are in ſubjection unto thee, thy works 


magnifie thee (O Lord) yea they tremble at rhy pre- 


{cnce, the Mountains and Hills dread tizee when thou 1 
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art diſpleaſed z yea, the whole World is afraid. The 
waters, O God, know thee and are afraid ; yea, the 
Deprhs tremble : Thy Voice CO Lord) divideth the 
fiery flames : O Lord, thy Voice maketh the Wilder- 
neſs to tremble. 

Thou remaineſt Ring for eyer, thou wilt give 
ſtrength unto thy people, and bleſs them with peace. 
O moſt merciful God, ſhadow us from thy diſplea- 
ſure which 1s too vehement and intollerable : Let thy 
Counrenance ſhine upon us, and have mercy upon us : 
Protre& thou our houſes and us, that we be neither 
conſumed with fire, nor drowned by waters : Send 
not upon the Earth ſuch inremperate and untimely 
ſhowrs, or any other unſcaſonable weather, whereby 
the Fruits thereof may be hurt, or our ſelves harm- 
ed. O God the Father, which didſt ſend thy only 
Son to dye the Death of the Croſs for my ſake, pre- 
ſerve me, and grant unto me a bleſſed end. O God 
the Son, which didft ſuffer for my ſake the heavy 
Death of the Croſs, defend me : And O God the 
Holy Ghoſt, comfort me, bleſs and keep me from all 
dangers, from this time forth and for ever. Amen. 


0 Lord inereaſe my Faith. 
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A Prayer 


A Prayer for Peace mm true Religion. 


Bebold, ſaith the Lord, 1 will extend peace upon my Church, 
like a flood :. 4s one whom his Mother comforteth, ſo 
w2ll 1 comfort you, and ye ſhall be comforted in Fery« 
ſalem, Iſa. 66, 12, 13: ? 

Theſe things have 1 ſpoken to you, ſaith Chriſt, that ye 
in me might have peace : in the world ye ſhall have 


" affliftion ;, but be of good comfort, 1 have overcome the 


world, John 16. 23. 


O Moſt High and Glorious God, who art the Authox 
of peace, from whom do proceed Holy Counſels, 
and righteous Deſires, give unto us thy Servants, thar 
peace which the World cannot give, that both our 
hearts and works may anſwer thy Commandments, 
and that our dayes through thy Prote&ion, may be 
alwayes quiet from trouble. | 

Speak thou peace unto all people, eſpecially to thy 
Saints. Let thy Salvation be nigh them thar fear thee, 
that Glory may. dwell within our Land. 

Let Mercy and Truth meet together, yea, let Ju- 
ſtice and Peace imbrace each other. 

, Let Trath ariſe our of the Earth, and Righteonſ- 
neſs look down from Heaven. 

Ler the Mountains and the Hills bring Peace to thy 
People, and Sheep of thy Paſture. 

Bleſs, Lord, all Countries, Cities, Towns, and Pla- 
ces, where thy Word doth abide, and is purely 
Preached, and increaſe the number of them in the 
Univerſal World; 

O Lord fend them much peace that delight in thy 
Law, let them be without ſtones to ſtumble at 3; and 
bleſs them with proſpericy within their places. 


O-Erer- 
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O Eternal God, which haſt called us in peace, grant 
we may have peace with all men, and ler us highly 
account of Kolineſs, wi: hout which none can ſee the 
Lord, nor have peace in the Lord. 
Repre(s the Devil, the breaker of Godly concord, 
and Chriſtian peace, which -raging thr>zghont all 1 
Nations, ſoweth every where the (ced of ſtrife and. I, + 
ditcord, as the Seedſman of falſhy4s and hes. | 
O God of Peace, which makcft an end of War 
throughout the World, protect us from War and 
Slaugh*cr, fcatrer the kingdoms that delight in War 
bro: aud hinder ai} cv1} Counſels, and rhe purpoſe of 
ſucn as wind ifrer noting elſe bur the ſhedding of 


moocent nlo"G, 

Leo nem come to ſhame and periſh through their 
own inagiuarions, that practiſe evil againſt thy 
Church, 

Give al! 101 a defire of peace ; contented minds 
mm he's Vocation. anda care to advance the welfare 
of char 1lace where, they inhabit. Where ſtrife, con- 
tention, 2d diſcord 1s amongſt men, reconcile their 
hears 414% minds, that theſe flames and fires may . 
{pce1!!y 5e pur out : For thou canſt conclude a Truce ' 
tor us and all men, and make the olf to dwell with 
tne Lanh, and the Leopard lie d1wn with the Kzd. 
© Make our Tabernacles ſafe and quter, that abour 
tom there may be a rich trenquillity, v. htch may a- 
ho2nd Itke the ſtream running over his Banks, and | 
over righteouſneſs as the Waves of the Seca which fs 
nover dry. In thee ſhall we hrve onr wiſhed peace, 
4:4 the work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be Peace, and her 
Fruit reſt and quierneſs for ever, and thy Propte ſhall ; 
&velinthe Inns of Peace, and m ſure Dwellings, and. 
in ſ{fe Places of Comfort. 

Hearus, O Lord of Peace, and grant that thy Peace 
which paſſeth all underſtanding, may keep our hearts 
and minds in the Tove of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who 
liverh 2d reigneth with thee in the: Unity of the Ho- 
ly Spirit, now aud for evermore, Amen. 
 ©-Lord increaſe my Faith, - A 
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A Prayer to be uſed of 4 Widaow. 


Do not the tears run down the Widdows Cheeks ? And 

. ber cry is againit them that cauſe them : For from her 
Cheeks do they go into Heaven, and the Lord which 
heareth them dnth accept them, Ecclcl. 45. 1 5. 


God, and continuetth in Supplications and Prayers 
night and day : But (he that liveth in play, is dead 
while ſhe liveth, 1 Tim. 5. 6. 


O Eternal, and moſt merciful God, which accord- 

Ing to thy Holy Will, haſt made me a poor di- 
ſirefled Widdow, by taking away my dear and loving 
Husbanll out of this tranſitory world ; unto thee do 
I cry in this my miſery : Have mercy on me, I hu:n- 


bly beſeech thee, and forgive all mine offences, whitc!; 
I have committed againſt thy Divine Majefty | © 
favourable unto me, O Lord. and take pity or «©, 
for I am alone and comfortleſs. Behold t.5% + 4 
on and miſery : Relieve my wants, 2: th0 © re- 
lieve that Widdow of Sarepta, who *' coft 
miraculouſly preſerve by the Proph-- £ the 
Iikz compaſſion on me, aſſiſt me, 1:1 c-t1- 
ty; and deliver me our of all trou. «ft. i1KE- 
wiſe that I may find favour 1n the ©:-!/ 2IetT 
nours and Magiſtrates, tliat T be nc: +l onicary 
ro Equity. In like manner, \-t me {in it it chem 
Chri:tjan conſideration, andcomn:.'- 1. [79 Pre- 
{znt eſtatc, ad ſuccour witiz GoG!ly 0. cored 


'me-from falſe Torgues, which ar: !: 
ting deceitfully, and as we ſhary 4. 
man. Keep me (O Lord) from ': 1 
rhe tongues of wicked men, tot 
words have bent themſelyes to 417 do 


207. 


' She that is a Widdow inazed, and leſt alone, truſteth in 


- 
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needy, and to deftroy ſuch as are of upright Con- 
- verſation.. I humbly beſeech thee (O Lord) to give 
me grace to live in this mine eſtate of Widdowhood 
chaſily and godly, ſhewing my ſelf an example of 
Godlineſs to others, putting alwayes my hope and 
affiance in thy mercy , let me with all Patience and 
Fortitude, indure all Croſſes laid upon me, and con- 
rinue faithfully in making of Supplications night and 
day unto thee. Look how the Eyes of a Servant are 
upon her Miftreſs, ſo are mine eyes bent upon thee 
my. Lord, until thou have mercy on me. Have mer- 
cy therefore (O Lord) on me, for IT am full of infir- 
mity : Hear me (O my Father) even for Chriſts ſake, 
thy Son and my Saviour : To whom be given all 


Praiſe, and Honour, now and for eyermore, Amen. 


A Prayer | 


me ww © AY 
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A Prayer for one that prepares himſelf 
for Marriage. 


Houſe and Riches are the inberitance of the Father 5 but 
a prudent Wife cometh of the Lord, Prov. 19. 14- 

well is be that dwelleth- with a Wife of underſtanding, 
Ecclel. 25. 8. 

Bleſſed is be that hath a vertuous Wife, for the number of 
his years ſhall be double : An honeſt woman recove- 
reth ber Husband, and ſhe ſhall fill the years of his 
life with peace. A vertuous Woman is a good portion, 
which ſhall be given as a gift unto ſuch as fear and 
ſerve the Lord, Ecclef. 16, 1. 2,3. 


O Heavenly God, Everlaſting and moſt powerful + 


Father, I do proſtrate my ſelf before the Throne 
of thy Majeſty, humbly thanking thee, in that thou 
haſt formed me in the womb of my Mother, and ſuf- 
fered me to be born ſuch as T am ; maintained me 
likewiſe from mine infancy ro this inftant, and pre- 
ſerved me from infinite perils : . For it is through thy 
Goodneſs and Fatherly Bleſſing, that T have attained 
to the years I am now in, and 1n that time, thou haſt 


taught me by thy Holy word to know Jeſus Chriſt thy 


beloved Son, the only joy and comfort that a Chriſtl- 
an can have, becauſe in the. true knowledge of him 
confiſterch Erernal Life, and therefore I cannot ſuffici- 
ently yield thee praiſe, for the infinite and innumera- 
ble benefirs rhou haſt beſtowed on. me, . Nevertheleſs 
becauſe thou haſt commanded us to call upon rhee in 
all our neceſſities, and moſt lovingly haſt promiſed 
to hear us, let it now pleaſe thee graciouſly to help 
me. ; ; | 


k 


- For 
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jar On regard of 
mine own natures Corruption, ! cannot continue chaſt 
and blamele6, except 1 ule this mean which rhou haſt 
ordained, and by thy Holy word zo approved the 


ſame, ſaying, To 29:4 Wherrno#, /i7 2oery man have 


For I have found and proved, tt 


his Wife, and every wanas ho tus 
ſeech thee in mercy to lend in: 

and (o to bleſs me and my Parents, *34t 11: this intend- 
ed matter, we may not be abuſcd ''y any extericur 
appearance, either of Beauty, Riches, or deceiving 
Speeches, which may fore-run, or proceed 1m this 
Bufineſs : Bur as thy word faith : 4 vertuous Wife is 
a gift which cometh from thee, O Lord : And as it is moſt 
certain, that nor only thou gaveſt Eve to Adam, bur 
&1dſt hkewiſe conjoyn Abranam with Sarah, Iſazc with 
Rebecca, and Farob with his beſt eſteemed Rachel ; 
even (o I intreat and beſeech thee, O Father of 
Lights, not only to be my Father, but alſo to appoint 
me my fellow Partner, in regard thou oaghteſt ro be 
the Author and AQor in fo honourable a bufineſs. 
Send down thy Holy Angel ro he my guide andleader 
towards her whom thou haſt prepared for me, as (in 


214, Then I be- 
iy helping hand, 


like cafe) thou madeſt them fervants to Abraham and 


young Tobias, Then ler me meet her, enjoy her, 
and live with her in thy fear. and favour. O Lord 
Jeſus, - may ir pleaſe rhee with thy bletling to be with 
me at my Marriage, as thou didft vouchfate ro honour 
that at Cana in Galzlee, with thine own: preſetice, 

And as thou art well pleaſed to conjoyn Man and 
VVife, and to make them one body, fo unite us both 
unto thee .that we may evermore live in thee, and 
thou in us. Amen. 


O Lord, increaſe yy Faity. 


A Prayer 


A Prayer far a young Man, or Maid, 
prepared to Marriage. 


To avoid Fornication, let every man have hu Wife, and 
let every homan have her own Husband, 1 Cor. 7. 2» 

The price of 4 vertuous Woman, is ſar above rhe vaiue 
of Pearls : She will do ber busband good, aud not 
evil, all the dayes of her life, Prove 31. 10, 12. 


OMunipotenr, and everlaſting God, without whom 

mens endeavours are frivolous, and cannot proſ- 
per in this world, I thy poor Creature, and the work 
of thine hands, whom thou haſt vouchſafed never- 
theleſs to receive into the fellowſhip of thy Salnis, 
by the Holy Sacrament of Baptiſme, do here preſent 
my ſelf before thy Divine Majeſty, humbly beſeech- 
ing thee in the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, thy beloved 
Son, to ftretch forth thy holy hand, and help me, 
to the end, that if it be thy will 1 ſhall marry, thou 
mayeſtlead and dire me ro a vertuous yoke-fellow, 
with whom I may live ſo long as we ſhall continue 
together, in thy love and fear. O God, it was thou 
that gaveſt Eve to Adam, and didfſt addreſs the ſer- 
vant of Abraham to Rebecca, that ſhe might be WY 
tothe Patriarch Iſaac. 


Thou didſt ſend thine Angel with young Tobzas, 
to deliver Sarah, the Daughter of Raguel, outof the 
poor, deſolate, and opprobrious condition, wherein 
ſhe then lived, and to match her in Marriage with the 
ſaid Tobzas, This 1s not a caſe of Chance or Faroe, 

neither 
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neither guided by mens wiſdom, for heaping up good 
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together. It often hapneth, that after one hath care. 
fully conſidered all circumſtances, and cauſes thereto} A 
belonging, ſearching inco the utrermoſt as may be de. 
viſed, thar party falls ſhort of his hopes expe&ed, 
and in ſtead of an helper happeneth on an hinderer,JWome 
T heartily therefore pray thee (O God) to provide #7 
me ſuch a one, as thou knoweſt fitteſt for me, and of #1 
to order the deliberations, counſels, and enterpriſes 
of my Parents and Friends, that the whole iſſue and 
event may firſt redound to the advancement of thy Q 
Glory, and next to the endleſs Contentment, God 
and Salvation of us all in Chriſt Jeſus, our Lord and JI re 
only Saviour. that 


A Prayer to be ſaid of Women with Child. 


Vomen ſhall be ſaved by bearing of Children, if they con- 


tinue zn Faith, and Love, and Holineſs, with Mode- 
fy, 1 Tim. 2. 15. 


Merciful and Mighty God, the Framer, wiſe Go- - 

verneur, and gracious preſerver of all things 3 
[| render unto thy Majeſty moſt humble thanks, for 
that thou arr pleaſed of thy gracious goodneſs, to 
remove from me the reproach of barrenneſs, and 
haſt opened my Womb to conception : proſper, O 
Lord, within me the work of thine own hands, which 
is wonderfully made, whoſe Bones and Members arc 
known to thee, whoſe very Haires thou numbreſt, 
and takeſt care of them. Elefs (O Lord) the work 
of thine own hand within me, that ir may receive 
a perte& ſhape and proportion, and live to praiſe 
thee in the midſt of the Congregation : 1 commend 
it, with my ſelf, into thy Holy hands, whom I beſeech 
thee. (O moſt gracious God) fo to bleis,' guide, and 
preſerve, that geither the malice of the wicked Spi- 
rir overcome me, nor any other inconvenience ap- 
proach nigh me to hurt me : keep me from vain fears, 
and fooliſh defires, that withour danger I may bear, 
and with joy brivg forth the fruit wherewith 'rhdu 
haſt bleſſed me, to the Glory of thy moſt __ 
and my great comfort in thee : To whom be given 
and aſcribed all Honour, Mighr, Power, and Praiſe, 
now and for ever. Amen. 


O Lord increaſe my Faith. 


: 
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A Prayer to be ſaid of a Woman mm Travel, 


O Good Lord, I acknowledge and confcſs, that thy 
_— «diſpleaſure for tin commured, was, and 1s very 
grey (which I do ar this preſent feel) and was firll 
committed by our firſt Mother, Eve, and continued 
by us (we being by Nature inclined thereunto,) whom 
for pnniſhmnet chereof, thou halt ſaid, in ſorrow we 
ſhall bring forth Children - : Impoſe not that heavy 
burthen upon my weak body, bat regard me with thy 
favour in the promiſed Seed of the Woman, and 
give me.comfort from Heaven : lay upon me no more 
«han I ſhall well be-avle to undergo, and even in the 
midſt of my calamities, prepare thou the way for me, 
that I may patiently bear them : ſtrengrhen (O Lord) 
my Body, give courage unto my Hearr, and comfort 
my Soul, thar in all parts being faſtened unto thee, 
neither frailry of the Fleſh, nor Temptation of the 
Devil, in my greateſt extremiry may »make me fain, 
or fall from thee, or have the leaſt diſtruſt; of th 
gracious favour towards me. Thou artimgh (0 Lord) 
-uato all that call upon thee 1n heart -: | I humblybe- 
ſeech thee not to be abſent from me at ary rime, 'but 
.in rhe aſſurance of thy:preſence be may ftay and com- 


fort, that-in reſpe& thereof, I may ſuſtain all Tor-[ 


ments, and wholly reſt in thee, which arr the God of | 


Praiſe, now and forevycr, | Amen. 23 Lore ld fied 


0 Lord increaſe ny Faith. 


A Thanksgiving of a Woman after her 
Delivery. 


Eternal God, and moſt loving Father, cu art 


great, and worthy to be feared, thou a Cl- 
ous, and worthy to be praiſed, for thy mercy excec d- 
eth all thy works 3 thou woundeſt, and rhow- healcſt, 
thou throweſt down, and helpeſt up again-: 1 moſt 
humbly chank thee, my moſt loving and gentle Fa- 
ther, that jr hath pleaſed thee in thy goodneſs, now 
at the length ; to deliver me from x com EXtremi- 
ty of Child-Birth, and togive unto me the ſweet taſte 
and feeling of thy comfort, not only in joy that a 
man 1s born jnto the werld, which maketh me to for- 
ger-my ſorrowes, but much more in the aſſurance of 
thy bleſſed providence and care over me, whoſe holy 
hand hath firengthened and upholden me, who harh 
brought fair wearher after ſtormes, and joy after 
rears 5 let thy ſweer comfort alwayes reſt with me, 
and give me Grace, ſince 1t hath pleaſed rheexo make 
me a glad Mother, that I may alſo become a good 
Mother, in ſhewing my felf ovedient unto thee, and 
ro be careful for the inſiruion and bringing up of 
my Child in thy fear, that we may ſhew forththy Glo- 
ry in this life, and be made partakers of thy Glory in 
the life rw come. through Jeſus Chriſt our .obly Lord 
and Saviour, ro whom with thee, an4 the. ſweet 
Comfortey, the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons, .and one 
Glorious God, be all Honour, and Praiſe for ever and 
ever. Amen. | 


O Lord incrtaſe my Faith. 


A Prayer for a Man-ſervant. 


" Let Servants be ſubjeft to their Maſters, and pleaſe them 

in all things, not anſwering again, neither pickers ; 
gr they ſhew all good faithfulneſs, that they may 
a 


n the doftrine of God our Savieur in all things, 
1 Tim. 2. 9, 10. and 1 Pet. 2. 18. 


O Moſt merciful, and ever living God, who kaſt 
ordained in the world, that there ſhould be Ma- 
ſters and Servants, and didſt hear Abrahams ſervant. 
crying to thee, I now prepare my ſelf ro thy dwine” 
Majeſty, becauſe ſervice is neceſlary for me, to main- 
tain me in this life, and do beſeech thee, O moſt loy- 
ing Father, to provide for me among good people, 
that may not debar me from heariag thy Word, but 
rather give me occafion, by their good example, to 
{eek thoſe things which belong to my Salvation. Af: * 
fiſt me alſo by thy Holy Spiric, that I may tender them 
good and honeſt ſervice, and truly take charge of what- 
ſocver they truſt me wirhal. 
Proſper (O God) my labours, and give a bleſſing to 
thoſe- affaires which I ſhall manage and undertake, 
- that thy Grace governing me while I ſerve on Earth, 
I may afterward be an Heir and fellow Cirizen (by 
Chriſt Jeſus means) in the Kingdom of Heaven. Thy 
mercy was ſo great at Capernaum, to the Centurions 
Servant, that he found a good Maſter, Thou didſt 
;Iikewiſe fo lovingly reſpe& poor Joſeph, when he was 
a Servant, that all things proſpered under his hand. 
I beſeech thee exrend t fy wercy ro me a poor will 
Servant, and as thou haſt appointed, ſo let me .re 
contented, Amen. | 


% VOAYS. 


A Prayer - 


AThanksgiving after Meat. 


- 


© thee, O Lord, our God which haft- 


Created, Redeemed, continually pre- 
ſerved, and at this time fed us, be aſcribed 
all honour, glory, and power, might, and 
dominion, now and evermore. O Lord, 
preſerve thy Church Univerſal;this Church 
whereln we live, the King, Queen, Prince, 
and Realm : Grant thy Goſpel a free paſ- 
ſage : Confound Antichriſt, and all Here- 
ſies : Finiſh ſoon theſe dayes of ſin, and 
bring us to Everlaſting Peace, through thy 


Son, our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt... 


Amen. 
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F ful. | I12, 
K: The ſeventh Prayer in diſtreſs. A 
F'' The Motivetothe eighth Prayer, wherein the. 
| poor diſtreſſed man craveth pardon. for his 
# fins. 115 
L! _ The eeghth Prayer in aiStreſs. + 116 
L' The Motiveto the ninth Prayer, for aſſurance 
A of Gods providence. 119 


f. 

{; 

! man acknowledgeth, that though God do de- 
bf ſervedly puniſh him, yet he aſſureth bimſelf, 
b &- that God will relieve him. © 120 

' A Motive to thank fulneſs to God, for comfort 
' .. and relief received of himsn the time of ne- 
q | . ceſſity and affiidtton. f I21 
; Preparatives to thank fulneſs, 124 
A. general thanksgiving unto God, for all his 
benefits, ſpiritual and corporal. 1,42 


reftions. yoidece A 
A Thanksgiving to God, for that enemies have 
' not prevailed according to their deſires, 148 
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eth God to keep bim from deſpair. 106 


The minth Prayer, wherein the poor diſtreſſed 


Another Thanksgwving, in and for Gods' cor = 
 I45. 
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